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Newspaper  Backs  State 

Fight  Against  Filled  Milk 

The  "Dairymen's  Price  Reporter," 
official  publication  of  the  Dairymen's 
Cooperative  Sales  Association,  in  its 
December  issue  supports  editorially 
the  legal  efforts  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foods  and  Chemistry,  Pennsylvania 
Deoartment  of  Agriculture,  to  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  "filled  milk"  in  this 

State. 

The  editorial  gives  the  following 
reasons  why  this  skimmed  milk  and 
vegetable  oil  substitute  for  whole 
evaporated  milk  is  a  dangerous  men- 
ace to  the  farmers: 

The  significance  to  dairy  farmers 
of  the  competition  from  this  class  of 
compound  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  case 
of  condensed  milk  represents  the 
equivalent  of  100  pounds  of  31/2  per 
cent  milk  whereas  a  case  of  this  "filled 
milk"  compound  represents  about  20 
cents  worth  of  skim  milk  and  a  simi- 
lar amount  of  vegetable  oils,  some  of 
which  are  imported  and  yet  the  prod- 
uct is  sold  to  the  same  class  of  trade 
and  becomes  a  substitute  for  whole 
evaporated  milk.  Furthermore,  the 
butterfat  which  would  ordinarily  go 
into  a  case  of  evaporated  milk,  is,  in 
filled  milk,  dumped  back  on  the  butter 
market  and  helps  to  depress  further 
the  price  of  butter  at  the  central 
markets,  thereby  affecting  directly 
the  prices  which  every  dairy  farmer 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  receives 
for  that  milk  which  he  sells  for  con- 
densed milk,  for  butter,  for  cheese, 
and  for  cream,  and  indirectly  affects 
the  price  of  milk  for  fluid  consump- 
tion. 

FARM  VALUE 
STATE  CROPS 
MUCH  HIGHER 

Production  of  principal  farm  crops 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1936  was,  with 
three  exceptions,  below  the  1^35  pro- 
duction, but  the  farm  value  of  all 
crops  except  rye  and  fruit  was  greater. 

A  severe  winter,  disastrous  spring 
floods  and  a  prolonged  summer 
drought  destroyed  millions  of  bushels 
of  Pennsylvania  farm  products  and 
injured  every  crop  except  tobacco  and 
potatoes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  State 
production  and  crop  values: 


TEN  PERCENT 
FARM  INCOME 
GAIN  IN  1936 

Cash  income  from  the  marketings 
of  American  farmers  during  1936 
will  reach  $7,850,000,000,  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  an- 
nounces on  the  basis  of  Federal-State 
estimates.  This  represents  an  increase 
of  $760,000,000  over  the  1935  income 
and  of  $3,512,000,000  over  the  193? 
income  of  the  farmers  of  the  United 
States. 

Pennsylvania  farmers  enjoyed  an 
income  increase  proportionately  as 
great. 

"Although  reflecting  improved  bus- 
iness conditions  and  improved  domes- 
tic demand,  the  farm  income  has  not 
yet  reached  a  point  that  might  be 
regarded  as  adequate  or  as  justifying 
the  abandonment  of  the  agricultural 
program,"  declares  Secretary  French. 
"Every  analysis  of  the  farmers  in- 
come emphasizes  the  need  for  meas- 
ures contributing  to  greater  security 
and  stability." 


PA.  FARMERS 
ARE  PLANTING 
MORE  WHEAT 

Anticipating  a  world  shortage  of 
wheat  next  year  Pennsylvania  farm- 
ers have  increased  their  wheat  plant- 
ings by  3  percent  over  last  year  and 
by  6  percent,  or  62,000  acres,  over 
plantings  in  1934  according  to  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

It  is  estimated  that  1,073,000  acres 
were  planted  in  winter  wheat  for  the 
1937  harvest  in  this  State.  The  con- 
dition of  this  crop  is  now  89  percent, 
or  four  points  below  the  condition  of 
the  1936  crop  at  this  season.  There  is 
ample  snow  protection  in  the  northern 
counties. 

The  acreage  planted  to  rye  in  the 
Keystone  State  is  5,000  below  that  of 
last  year  and  has  a  "fine  start."  The 
crop  on  a  quarter  of  the  1935  fall 
plantings  of  120,000  acres  was  not 
harvested  for  grain. 

The  acreage  of  winter  wheat  sown 
in  the  United  State  in  the  fall  of  1936 
is  estimated  at  57,187,000  acres  com- 
pared with  49,688,000  acres  seeded  in 
the  fall  of  1935  and  the  5-year  aver- 
age   (1927-31)    of    45,265,000    acres. 


Crop 

and 

Unit 


Year 


Acreage 
Thousands 


Corn     

(bus.) 

Winter  wheat 
(bus.) 


Oats 

(bus.) 

Barley    .. 
(bus.) 

Rye  _„.... 
(bus.) 


..'28- 


.'28 


Buckwheat 
(bus.) 


White  potatoes 
(bus.) 

Tobacco   

(lbs.) 

Tame  hay  

(ton.-;) 

Apples,  total  _ 
(bus.) 

Al'ples,  com'l. 
(bus.) 


Peaches 
(bus.) 

Pears  ... 
(bus.) 

Grapes  .. 
(tons) 


'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
.'28- '32  are. 

1935 

1936 
.'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
.'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
.'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
.'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
.'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
..'28-'32  ave. 

1935 

1936 
_'28-'32  ave. 
1935 

1936 
._'28-'32  ave. 
1935 
1936 


1,256 

1,384 

1,315 

958 

991 

1,021 

950 

915 

906 

48 

58 

63 

123 

112 

90 

163 

146 

124 

214 

224 

199 

40.56 

20.7 

23.2 

2,535 

2,483 

2,473 


Penna.  Production 

Per     Total 
Acre  (thousands) 

36.2  45,487 

44.0  60,896 

41.5  54,572 

18.2  17,456 

21.0  20,811 

19.0  19,399 

29.0  27,585 

29.0  26,535 

26.5  24,009 

24.4  1,173 

26.5  1,537 
28.0  1,764 

13.6  1,671 
15.0  1,680 
14.0  1.260 
15.8  2,576 
19.5  2,847 
19.5  2,418 

115  24,653 

114  25,536 

132  26,268 

1,207  48,974 

1,376  28,488 

1,401  32,500 

1.21  3,055 

1.34  3,331 

1.00  2,470 

9,584 

11,440 

7,072 

3,763 

4,504 

2,890 

1,708 

1,675 

576 

395 

370 

279 

25.174 

24,750 
15,800 


Farm    Value 


Per  Total 

Unit      (thousands) 


Ave. 

Value 

Per  Acre 


$  .76 
1.01 

I4 
1.01 


$46,281 
55,118 

17,481 
19,593 


$33.44 
41.91 

17^64 
19.19 


.40 
.51 

10,614 
12,245 

11.60 
13.52 

T5"6 
.75 

861 
1,323 

14.84 
21.00 

T59 
.78 

991 
983 

8.85 
10.92 

753 
.76 

1,509 
1,838 

IOT34 
14.82 

T76 
1.15 

17,875 
30,208 

79.80 
151.80 

TTio 

.115 

3,133 
3,736 

151.35 
161.03 

loTio 

14.30 

33,643 
35,321 

13.55 
14.28 

■75 
1.15 

8,580 
8,133 



"7"5 
1.15 

3,378 
3,324 



iTis 

1.60 

1,926 
922 



.80 
.85 

23'.99 
40.00 


296 
237 

S69 

632 


The  acreage  seeded  this  fall  is  by  far 
the  largest  of  record,  the  previous 
greatest  acreage  having  been  51,391,- 
000  acres  sown  in  the  fall  of  1918. 
Relatively  high  prices  at  seeding  time 
were  undoubtedly  responsible  for  a 
considerable  part  of  the  increase  in 
seedings.  However,  some  of  the  most 
important  increases  are  in  the  south- 
ern and  eastern  portions  of  the 
drought  area  where  fall  rains  came  in 
time  to  favor  increased  seedings  and 
where  the  extensive  failure  of  1936 
crops  resulted  in  an  acute  need  for 
increased  fall  and  winter  pasturage 
and  for  early  grain  for  feed. 


FRUIT  GROWERS  LAUD 
STATE  LABORATORY 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  today  received  a  copy  of 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Fruit 
Growers  Association  of  Adams  County 
approving  the  establishment  this  year 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  of  a  spray  residue  lab- 
oratory at  Arendtsville. 

The  resolutions  reads  in  part: 

"The  Fruit  Growers  Association  of 
Adams  County  sincerely  appreciates 
the  work  so  promptly  and  efficiently 
performed  at  the  Arendtsville  labora- 
tory by  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

"We  trust  that  the  operation  as  you 
have  instituted  it  may  be  contained  in 
succeeding  seasons  of  harvest." 


FARM  FACTS 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  Penn- 
sylvania orchards  are  supporting  the 
marketing  program  of  Appalachian 
Apples,  Inc.,  the  group  recently  or- 
ganized in  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  in- 
crease the  world  demand  for  and  the 
domestic  consumption  of  apples  grown 
in  this  four-state  region,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
reported  today. 


Members  of  Appalachian  Apples, 
Inc.,  finance  their  cooperative  market- 
ing program  by  paying  to  the  organi- 
zation one  cent  per  bushel  of  apples 
sold  up  to  a  maximum  number  of 
bushels  arbitrarily  fixed  by  the  mem- 
ber according  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  high- 
est maximum,  60,000  bushels,  is  that 
of  the  Ontelaunee  Orchards,  Leesport, 
Berks  County.  Fred  L.  Glaize,  Jr., 
York  County,  signed  up  for  50,000 
bushels  and  R.  T.  Criswell,  Franklin 
County,  is  cooperating  on  the  basis 
of  40,000  bushels. 


The  Bureau  of  Markets,  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture,  has 
published  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Appalachian  Apples,  Inc.,  the  newly 
organized  group  working  to  increase 
the  world  demand  for  and  the  domestic 
consumption  of  apples  grown  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  West  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  Dealers  and  consumers  de- 
siring to  buy  from  this  group  may 
obtain  copies  from  the  Bureau  of 
Markets,  Harrisburg. 

Visitors  to  the  1937  Pennsylvania 
Farm  Show  will  be  busier  than  a 
youngster  at  his  first  ten-ring  circus. 
For  example,  fourteen  State  agricul- 
tural associations  will  be  in  session 
in  Harrisburg  on  Wednesday  of  Farm 
Show  Week. 


The  last  Japanese  beetle  reported 
in  1936  was  found  in  an  iris  garden 
at  Frazer,  Pennsylvania,  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  records  show. 

ARTICLE  PUBLISHED 

The  November-December  issue  of 
Mycologia,  a  scientific  publication, 
contains  a  paper  by  Philip  M,  Jones, 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture,  on 
the  fungus  which  is  the  cause  of 
athlete's  foot. 


Pennsylvania  Farm  Show— Harrisburg— January  18-22,  1937 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

ACHIEVEMENTS  DURING  1936 


Reviewing  the  work  of  the  Penn- 
fivlvania  Department  of  Agriculture 
during  1936,  Secretary  J.  Hansell 
French  finds  many  achievements  and 
new  services  beneficial  to  the  farmer 
and  the  general  public. 

"Last  year  was  one  of  great  prog- 
ress for  agriculture,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  kept  pace,"  de- 
clared Secretary  French.  "Credit  for 
the  achievements  of  my  Department 
belongs  to  its  300  loyal,  hard-working 
employes  and  to  the  cooperation  given 
by  the  farmers,  fruit  growers, 
nurserymen  and  others  who  come  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  Depart- 
ment." 

Pennsylvania  has  been  placed  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  the 
status  of  a  modified  accredited  State 
for  tuberculosis  on  December  16,  1936, 
at  which  time  Achievement  Day  exer- 
cises were  held  at  the  Penn-Harris 
Hotel,  Harrisburg. 

The  cattle  population  in  the  67 
counties,  1,470  tov^ships,  in  this 
Commonwealth,  comprising  approxi- 
mately 1,450,000  cattle,  is  now  under 
supervision  under  the  area  or  indi- 
vidual plan  for  the  eradication  of 
tuberculosis. 

During  the  last  retest  of  all  the 
cattle  in  the  State,  only  one-half  of 
one  percent  were  condemned  due  to 
reaction  to  the  tuberculin  test. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  work 
in  1896,  $6,000,000  have  been  ex- 
pended by  the  Federal  Government 
and  $12,000,000  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment in  the  paying  of  indemnities  to 
owners  of  livestock  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  animals  in  the  elimina- 
tion program  for  this  disease. 

Many  new  services  were  inaugur- 
ated by  the  Department  during  the 
year.  Inspection  and  certification  of 
small  grains  was  started  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  to  improve 
Pennsylvania  seed  and  to  protect  the 
farmer.  A  spray  residue  laboratory 
was  established  at  Arendtsville, 
Adams  County,  in  the  heart  of  the 
commercial  apple  belt  to  expedite  the 
marketing  of  Pennsylvania  apples. 
Maggot  Inspection  was  set  up  in  the 
blueberry  producing  areas  of  the 
Poconos  where  pickers  and  shippers 
were  threatened  with  heavy  losses 
through  the  condemnation  by  other 
states  and  Federal  inspectors  of 
Pennsylvania  blueberries  because  of 
maggot  infestation. 

Another  new  service  was  inaugur- 
ated by  the  Federal  State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service  under  the  Division  of 
Crop  Reporting  and  Information.  This 
is  the  issuance  at  regular  intervals 
of  reports  on  the  acreage,  condition, 
production,  prices  and  value  of  truck 
crops.  This  year  for  the  first  time, 
surveys  in  the  interests  of  com- 
mercial poultrymen  and  cattle  feeders 
are  being  made  by  the  service. 

The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
quickly  brought  under  control  by 
emergency  measures  a  rabies  epi- 
demic in  Montgomery,  Delaware  and 
Bucks  Counties.  These  measures 
saved  the  lives  of  many  men,  women 
and  children  and  protected  millions 
of  dollars  invested  in  livestock, 
valuable  dogs  and  wildlife. 

Reorganization  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foods  and  Chemistry  under  Elmer  E. 
Barter,  Jr.,  Pittsburgh  attorney,  re- 
sulted in  the  crushing  of  many  food 
rackets  which  were  costing  the  farm- 
ers, consumers  and  legitimate  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  millions  an- 
nually. 

Wholesale  arrests,  prison  sentences 
and  heavy  fines  stopped  the  flooding 
of  the  Philadelphia  market  with  but- 
ter containing  a  high  percentage  of 
Water.  The  consumer  was  paying  but- 


ter prices  for  water  and  the  dairy 
farmer  was  losing  a  large  part  of  his 
butter-fat  market. 

Hundreds  of  arrests  were  made  in 
Philadelphia  and  other  places  in  put- 
ting out  of  business  the  purveyors  of 
spoiled  meat,  who  had  been  preying 
upon  the  poorer  classes.  In  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  a  scheme  to  flood  the 
market  with  a  cheap  substitute  for 
genuine  maple  syrup  was  discovered 
and  the  perpetrators  punished  or 
driven  out  of  the  State. 

Vigorous  enforcement  of  the  Fresh 
Egg  Law  led  to  the  condemnation  of 
millions  of  rotten  eggs  and  to  the 
"exiling"  of  millions  of  eggs  which 
had  been  in  cold  storage  in  this  State 
for  more  than  a  year  and  therefore 
could  not  be  legally  sold  here.  The 
health  of  the  consumer  was  safe- 
guarded and  the  consumption  of  fresh 
eggs  from  Pennsylvania  farms  in- 
creased. 

Aggressive  leadership  taken  by  the 
Division  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  In- 
spection of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  in 
the  field  of  inspection  and  grading  is 
largely  credited  by  growers,  packers, 
canneries  and  distributors  for  the 
tremendous  increase  in  the  demand 
for  Pennsylvania-grown  tomatoes, 
potatoes,  apples,  peas  and  other  farm 
products  during  1936.  Careful  grad- 
ing and  inspection  so  enhanced  the 
reputation  of  these  Pennsylvania 
products  for  quality  and  uniformity 
that  new  canneries  were  established 
at  many  points  in  the  State  and  the 
leading  national  packers  contracted 
for  a  larger  volume  of  the  products 
of  Pennsylvania's  world-famous  soil. 
The  grading  and  inspecting  of  can- 
ning tomatoes  added  more  than  a 
million  dollars  to  the  income  of  the 
farmers  of  the  State  last  year. 

In  the  field  of  farm  marketing  the 
Bureau  of  Markets  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  Appalachian  Apples, 
Inc.,  a  group  of  apple  growers  co- 
operating in  creating  a  larger  world 
and  domestic  demand  for  apples 
grov^m  in  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  West  Virginia,  and  in 
the  organization  of  the  potato  market- 
ing program  of  the  Pennsylvania  Co- 
operative Potato  Growers  and  certain 
distributors  which  will  market  more 
than  a  million  bushels  of  Pennsyl- 
vania "Blue  Label"  graded  potatoes 
at  premium  prices  from  the  1936 
crop. 

Considerable  sums  were  restored  to 
dairy  farmers  by  the  Bureau  of 
Markets  through  prosecution  of  milk 
dealers  who  had  "short-changed" 
their  milk  producers. 

Last  year  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry redoubled  its  efforts  in  the 
eternal  war  against  plant  diseases 
and  insect  pests.  The  Gypsy  Moth 
eradication  project  on  a  scale  several 
times  larger  than  ever  attempted  be- 
fore in  this  State  was  continued  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  battle 
grounds  on  which  the  State  is  fighting 
the  destructive  potato  wart  were  ex- 
tended. Peach  Yellows  control  work 
was  doubled.  The ,  most  extensive 
apiary  inspection  engineered  by  the 
Department  in  several  years  greatly 
reduced  the  menace  of  bee  diseases. 

In  its  first  wildfire  control  project 
the  Department  grew  several  hun- 
dred thousand  disease-free  tobacco 
plants  and  demonstrated  that  such 
plants  can  be  grown  commercially. 
This  destructive  disease  has  frequent- 
ly ruined  the  entire  crop  of  some 
growers  and  reduced  the  State's  pro- 
duction by  as  much  as  60  percent. 

Japanese  Beetle  control  was  ad- 
vanced during  the  1936  season  by  the 
addition  of  more  inspectors  and  the 
recruiting  of  many  volunteer  beetle- 
trap  attendants  from  Boy  Scout 
troops  and  from  National  Youth  Ad- 
ministration workers. 


Public  health  agencies  and  the 
American  Red  Cross  give  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
much  of  the  credit  for  preventing 
disease  epidemics  after  the  disastrous 
floods  last  spring.  Agents  of  the  De- 
partment destroyed  tons  of  meat  and 
other  food  products  contaminated  by 
flood  waters  and  assisted  with  equip- 
ment and  perseverance  in  cleaning 
and  disinfecting  many  homes,  school 
buildings  and  other  private  and  public 
property. 

On  numerous  occasions  during  the 
year  the  Department  carried  into  the 
courts  its  battle  to  protect  the  public's 
food  supplies  and  the  legitimate 
markets  of  the  farmer  and  merchant. 
Among  the  agricultural  laws  tested  in 
the  courts  was  the  apiary  inspection 
law  and  the  law  regulating  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  veterinary  bi- 
ological products. 

The  Department  was  instrumental 
in  obtaining  an  order  requiring  the 
use  by  all  State  owned  or  supported 
institutions  of  flour  made  from  Penn- 
sylvania blend  wheat,  and  assisting 
in  the  sale  of  340  carloads  of  Penn- 
sylvania apples  and  surplus  eggs  to 
the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities 
Corporation  at  a  fair  profit  to  the 
producers. 

Beneficial  rulings  issued  by  the  De- 
partment during  the  year  included  the 
compulsory  refrigeration  of  cream- 
filled  pastries,  the  outlawing  of  the 
practice  of  placing  unsanitary  pre- 
miums under  bread  wrappers  and  the 
regulation  of  the  sale  of  color-added 
fruit. 

New  records  were  established  in 
1936  in  the  licensing  of  dogs,  the  se- 
lection of  birds  in  the  poultry  im- 
provement work,  in  the  collection  of 
license  fees  and  fines  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foods  and  Chemistry  and  in  num- 
ber of  inspections  by  all  bureaus. 

And  all  this  was  accomplished  at  a 
saving  to  the  taxpayers  of  $250,000. 


FARM  FACTS 

Two  more  good  reasons  why  Penn- 
sylvania wheat  is  seeking  new  do- 
mestic and  foreign  markets  were 
cited  today  by  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture:  Great  Bri- 
tain last  year  paid  its  wheat  growers 
a  45-cents-per-bushel  subsidy,  and 
France,  which  in  1931  imported  86,- 
928,000  bushels  of  wheat,  now  ex- 
cludes all  foreign  wheat. 


The  average  Pennsylvania  farm 
laborer  is  paid  $25.25  a  month  with 
board.  Australian  farmers,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
reports,  pay  their  unmarried  laborers 
$12.50  a  week  with  board  and  their 
married  laborers  $17.50  a  week  in  ad- 
dition to  furnishing  them  with  a  free 
house,  garden,  milk,  butter,  eggs  and 
meat. 


In  (South  America)  Brazil  is  de- 
stroying about  37,000,000  bags  or 
4,884,000,000  pounds  of  colTee  an- 
nually; in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  the 
government  of  Holland  is  paying  a 
bonus  to  coffee  growers. 

Farm  Tenancy  is  Problem; 

Conferences  Seek  Solution 

Farm  tenancy  as  opposed  to  farm 
ownership  is  rapidly  increasing 
throughout  the  United  States,  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture reports.  Moreover  the  ratio 
of  equity  in  farm  real  estate  held  by 
farm  operators  is  lessening. 

Several  conferences  are  being  held 
this  month  in  the  South,  Middle  West 
and  Far  West  to  discuss  this  grave 
problem  and  to  find  solutions.  Penn- 
sylvania has  been  invited  to  send  rep- 
resentatives to  discuss  the  question 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  tenant 
in  the  Northeastern  states. 
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FARM  PARITY 
FIRST  TIME 
SINCE  1914 

December  recorded  the  seventh 
consecutive  RISE  in  the  index  of 
prices  paid  Pennsylvania  farmers  for 
their  principal  products  bringing  the 
total  increase  in  points  for  the  last 
seven  months  of  1936  to  twenty-seven 
and  placing  the  farmers  on  a  basis 
of  economic  parity  for  the  first  time 
since  pre-war  days,  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  announced 
today  on  the  basis  of  a  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Survey. 

Economic  parity  for  the  farmers 
means  that  a  reasonable  relationship 
exists  between  the  prices  they  receive 
for  their  products  and  the  prices  they 
pay  for  what  they  buy,  such  as  pre- 
vailed in  the  period  before  the  War. 

AH  Pennsylvania  grown  products 
brought  higher  prices  in  December 
than  in  November  except  com,  milk 
cows,  horses,  mules,  chickens,  turkeys, 
butter,  butterfat  and  eggs. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  United  States  farm 
prices  in  dollars  for  certain  products 
as  of  December  15,  with  November 
and  pre-war  comparisons: 

Dec.         Not.         Dec. 
C«mn.od>.,  Average       ^15^         ^.5^ 

Wh.,.  perbu .96  1.07  1.18 

Corn     per     bu 6/  '^^  -^^ 

Barley    per    bu -68  .78  .80 

Oats  per  bu - -46  .49  .51 

Rye  per   bu ^. .78  .80  .84 

Buckwheat    per    bu .69  ./i  ./o 

Potatoes    per     bu .70  1.00  1.05 

Hay    per    ton 16.10  12.70  13.50 

Apples  per  bu .71  1.00  1.10 

Hogs   per    100    lbs 7.58  9.80  9.90 

Beef  Cattle  per  100  lbs     6.16  6.80  7.00 

Veal  calves  per  100  lbs.     8.34  9.50  9.70 

Sheep  per   100   lbs 4.64  3.90  4.10 

Umbs  per   100   lbs 6.22  7.90  8.00 

Milk  cows  per  head 53.66  73.00  73.00 

Horses    per   head 167.60  145.00  144.00 

Mules  per  head 146.00  144.00 

Chickens    per    lb .124  .172  .160 

Turkeys    per    lb -24  .23 

Milk    per    100    lbs 1.86  2.20  2.30 

Butter    per    lb .34  .35  .35 

Butterfat    per    lb .36  .35 

Ekus    per    doz .362  .382  .359 

Wool    per    lb .212  .31  .32 

Pre-war 
FARM  PRICE  INDEX        base 

UNITED    STATES    _  100  120  126 

Grain 100  127  134 

Fruits  and  Vegetables  100  97  93 

Meat  animals   100  118  122 

Dairy  products 100  126  127 

Chickens  and   Eggs_  100  141  133r 

Unclassified 100  133  168 

PENNSYLVANIA 100  125  127 

Grain 100  113  120 

Fruits  and  yegetables  100  124  137 

Meat   animals 100  116  118 

Dairy    products    100  131  136 

Chicicens  and  eggs  100  145  136 

Unclassified    100  106  112 

PRICES    FARMERS    PAY 

PENNSYLVANIA    100  127  127 

UNITED    STATES    _...  100  127  127 


PRODUCE  PURE 
PEPPER   SEED 
FIRST  IN  U.  S. 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture specialists  and  the  D.  Land- 
reth  Seed  Company  have  produced 
what  are  believed  to  be  the  first  com- 
mercial stocks  of  varietally  pure 
pepper  seed  ever  grown  in  this 
country. 

The  achievement  capped  three  years 
0^  effort  under  the  seed  inspection 
and  certification  service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry. 

This  service  was  extended  to  pepper 
seed  in  1934,  but  the  seed  stocks  en- 
tered for  certification  in  1934  and 
1935  did  not  show  100  percent  pure 
varietal  characteristics. 


The  trouble  was  apparently  due  to 
cross-pollenation  between  different 
varieties  planted  in  close  proximity  to 
each  other. 

In  planting  the  1936  crop  for  certi- 
fication purposes  the  D.  Landreth  Seed 
Company  used  the  purest  seed  avail- 
able and  placed  the  four  varieties  at 
a  safe  distance  from  each  other.  As 
a  result  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
was  able  to  certify  seed  of  four 
varieties  in  the  following  quantities: 
California  Wonder,  163  pounds; 
Florida  Giant,  105  pounds;  Ruby 
King,  465  pounds,  and  World  Beater, 
227  pounds. 

According  to  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  "Ruby 
King"  variety  is  an  outstanding 
achievement  of  selection  and  shows 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  proper 
selection  work. 


FARM  LOAN  PAYMENTS 
BEING  PAID  PROMPTLY 

Favored  this  fall  by  good  returns 
from  their  dairying  and  general 
farming  industries,  Pennsylvania 
farmers  who  are  borrowers  from  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  of  Baltimore  and 
the  Land  Bank  Commissioner  are 
meeting  their  installments  more 
promptly  than  at  any  time  since  the 
beginning  of  the  depression,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  made  here  today 
by  the  bank's  president,  Charles  S. 
Jackson. 

Approximately  89  percent  of  9,300 
Pennsylvania  farmers  carrying  first 
mortgage  loans  with  the  Federal  Land 
Bank  of  Baltimore  in  a  total  volume 
of  more  than  $20,690,000  had  their 
loan  installments  fully  paid  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  according  to  Jackson,  compared 
to  about  82  percent  on  June  30.  Pay- 
ments on  land  bank  commissioner 
loans  outstanding  in  a  volume  of  ap- 
proximately $9,000,000  stood  at  92 
percent  on  the  same  date. 

The  total  number  of  farm  mort- 
gage loans  in  Pennsylvania  now  out- 
standing on  the  books  of  the  Federal 
Land  Bank  aggregate  $29,690,000.  Of 
this  sum  more  than  $18,270,000  had 
been  disbursed  since  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  was  established  in 
May,  1933,  said  President  Jackson. 
He  added  that  approximately  22.5 
percent  of  the  farm  mortgage  debt  in 
the  State  is  held  through  the  Federal 
Land  Bank  of  Baltimore. 


FARM  INCOME 
TEN  PERCENT 
MORE  IN  1937 

Pennsylvania  farmers  earned  a 
cash  income  of  $250,000,000  last  year, 
an  increase  of  approximately  10  per- 
cent over  their  1935  income,  J.  Han- 
sell French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
announced  today. 

Seventy-five  percent  of  this  income 
was  from  livestock  and  livestock  prod- 
ucts. Twenty-five  percent  was  from 
farm  crops. 

October  was  the  most  productive 
month  in  cash  income  for  the  farmer. 
Ten  percent  of  his  income  for  the  year 
was  received  during  the  tenth  month 
of  the  year.  The  other  ninety  percent 
was  scattered  over  the  other  eleven 
months  as  follows:  January,  7.5  per- 
cent; February,  6.5;  March,  7.5;  April, 
8;  May,  9;  June,  9;  July,  8.5;  August, 
9;  September,  9.5;  November,  8;  De- 
cember, 7.5. 


Poultry    Improvement 

Breaks    All    Records 

Although  the  1936  poultry  stand- 
ardization and  improvement  program 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  was  the  most  extensive 
ever  carried  out  in  the  Keystone 
State,  the  1937  program  got  under 
way  on  an  even  larger  scale. 

Last  year  340,000  birds  were  han- 
dled in  the  selection  work,  an  increase 
of  78,000  birds  over  1935.  Upwards  of 
700   flocks   were   entered. 

Several  thousand  birds  already 
have  been  entered  in  the  1937  pro- 
gram. 

Flock  owners  desiring  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  State  service  to  im- 
prove and  standardize  their  flocks 
should  apply  to  the  Bureau  of 
Markets,  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Harrisburg. 


Tremendous  Gain  In  Volume 
State  Tomatoes  for  Canning 

Inspectors  of  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  inspected 
and  graded  58,000,000  pounds  of  can- 
ning tomatoes  during  the  1936  sea- 
son, an  increase  of  20,000,000  pounds 
over  1935. 

The  major  national  canners  are 
buying  more  tomatoes  from  Pennsyl- 
vania growers  and  are  opening  new 
canneries  in  this  State.  Keystone 
State  tomatoes  are  preferred  for  cer- 
tain cannery  purposes,  according  to 
D.  M.  James,  supervising  inspector. 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  reports  that  several  new 
canneries  will  open  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania tomato  centers  next  year  and 
that  the  State's  acreage  will  be  in- 
creased considerably  to  meet  this 
gfrowing  demand. 


Nursery  Inspection  Office 

Opened   in   Norristown 

Offices  have  been  opened  in  the 
Curran  Arcade  Building,  Norristown, 
as  headquarters  for  the  nursery  in- 
spectors of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry, Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  assigned  to  the  South- 
eastern counties  of  the  State. 

This  is  the  State's  most  important 
nursery  district,  and  according  to 
Ralph  Meany,  chief  of  the  division  of 
nursery  inspection,  is  one  of  the  out- 
standing horticultural  sections  of  the 
United  States. 


FARM  FACTS 

Unlike  some  other  crops  com  and 
cotton  will  not  grow  in  the  South  in 
the  winter. 


The  average  age  of  Pennsylvania 
peach  trees  has  increased  from  5.66 
years  in  1923  to  8.12  years  in  1936, 
the  State  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
reports. 

Potato  yields  have  been  increased 
from  35  to  40  bushels  per  acre  by  the 
proper  placing  of  the  fertilizer. 


APOLOGIES 

The  Weekly  News  Bulletin  has 
been  reaching  you  irregularly  dur- 
ing the  last  two  months  because  of 
complications  resulting  from  a 
change  of  printers.  It  is  now  be- 
lieved that  these  difficulties  have 
been  overcome  and  that  future  is- 
sues will  be  delivered  on  the  date 
of  publication. 
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SEEK  TEETH  FOR 
FOOD  LAWS 

The  weapon  of  the  injunction  is 
to  be  asked  from  the  present  legis- 
lature by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, which  claims  it  is  the  only  ef- 
fective weapon  against  the  habitual 
food  law  violator. 

A  number  of  bills  and  amendments 
to  be  introduced  during  the  session 
for  the  department  will  contain  pro- 
visions empowering  the  attorney  gen- 
eral to  bring  injimction  proceedings 
to  restrain  food  manufacturers  and 
dealers  from  continuing  offenses 
against  the  food  laws. 

"Foods  frauds  are  so  profitable  to 
the  perpetrator,"  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  says  "that 
he  gladly  pays  the  fines  and  costs  im- 
posed upon  him,  and  as  the  laws 
stand  our  agents  can  do  nothing  ex- 
cept collect  new  evidence  and  bring 
more  prosecutions. 

"The  department  is  interested  in 
protecting  the  food  supply  of  the 
State,  not  in  arresting  people.  The 
injuction  seems  to  be  the  only  certain 
protection." 

FARM  MEAT  PACKING 
SEASON  OPENS  HERE 

Nearly  200,000  Pennsylvania  farms 
are  now  entering  the  season  of  set- 
tled cold  weather,  when  the  farmer 
does  the  bulk  of  his  slaughtering  and 
the  curing  and  canning  of  his  meat 
supply  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
To  insure  every  farm  family  a  safe 
and  appetizing  supply  of  meat 
throughout  1937  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  issues  the 
following  tips  on  the  farm  process- 
ing of  meat: 

First  and  foremost  is  the  require- 
ment that  only  the  steam  pressure 
canner  be  used  for  processing  can- 
ned meat.  The  water  bath,  the  oven, 
and  the  steamer  without  pressure  are 
inadequate  for  canning  meats  and 
cannot  be  used  safely.  If  no  pressure 
canner  is  available  use  other  methods 
of  preservation  for  meats,  such  as 
curing,  hard  freezing,  or  storing  in 
a  locker  in  a  conomunity  cold  stor- 
age plant. 

A  number  of  different  meat  prod- 
ucts and  mixtures  may  be  canned, 
especially  when  there  are  small 
pieces  and  tidbits  to  be  saved.  These 
include  beef  stew  with  vegetables, 
chili  con  came,  pork  and  beans,  and 
various  soups.  But  most  of  the  meat 
is  best  canned  alone. 

Use  onion,  garlic  and  spices  spar- 
ingly at  canning  times.  If  wanted, 
more  can  be  added  when  the  can  is 
opened  and  the  meat  is  reheated  for 
use.  In  meat  products  white  pepper 
retains  a  better  flavor  than  black 
pepper. 

All  meats  and  poultry  for  canning 
should  be  handled  in  a  strictly  san- 
itary manner.  Unless  the  meat  is  to 
be  canned  at  once,  it  is  necessary  to 
chill  the  carcass  after  slaughtering; 
otherwise  decomposition  will  start 
within  a  few  hours. 

Chilling  the  meat  does  not  mean 
freezing  it.  However,  if  the  meat  has 
become  frozen  it  may  be  canned,  but 
It  does  not  make  a  high-quality  prod- 
uct. Do  not  thaw  it  before  canning. 
Cut  or  saw  the  frozen  meat  into  uni- 
lorm  strips  1  to  2  inches  thick  and 
plunge  at  once  into  boiling  water. 
Simmer  until  the  color  of  raw  meat 
has  almost  disappeared;  then  pack 
and  process. 

The  preferred  utensils  for  meat 
^^ing  are  made  of  enamelware, 
aluminum,  retinned  metal  or  stain- 
less metal.  Do  not  use  copper  or  iron 
equipment  as  it  may  discolor  the 
^"^t.  Never  allow  meat  to  remain  in 
^ntact  with  galvanized  iron  more 
than  30  minutes,  or  the  meat  may 
take  up  harmful  quantities  of  zinc. 

"  the  meat  is  cut  on  wooden  sur- 
faces such  as  chopping  blocks  or 
<»unters  or  in  bowls,  or  handled  with 
'fooden  spoons  or  mallets,  use  spe- 
cial care  in  cleaning  to  free  the  wood 
irom  bacteria. 


Use  plain  tin  cans,  sizes  2  or  2V^, 
or  pint  glass  jars. 

In  packing  meats  into  containers 
for  canning,  it  is  particularly  im- 
portant to  allow  head  space  because 
the  meat  will  discolor  and  lose  flavor 
if  the  liquid  does  not  cover  it. 

When  glass  jars  are  used,  meats 
should  be  precooked  in  the  oven  or 
in  water  before  being  packed  in  the 
container.  When  tin  cans  are  used, 
the  meat  may  be  precooked  in  either 
of  these  ways  and  packed  hot,  or  it 
may  be  packed  raw  and  the  cans  "ex- 
hausted" before  being  sealed. 

Add  half  a  teaspoonful  of  salt  to 
each  pint  jar  of  meat,  or  three- 
fourths  of  a  teaspoon  to  a  No.  2  can. 
When  tin  cans  are  used  place  the 
salt  in  the  cans  before  packing  them 
with  meat. 


LITTERS,  PIG 

CROP  LARGER 

Pennsylvania  farms  saved  more 
pigs  and  farrowed  more  sows  in  1936 
than  in  1935,  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  reported  to- 
day on  the  basis  of  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  figures. 

Pigs  saved  during  the  last  half  of 
the  year  numbered  386,000,  compared 
with  340,000  during  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1935.  For  the  spring 
period  the  1936  figure  was  321,000, 
compared  with  a  1935  total  of  286,- 
000. 

The  average  litter  last  year  was 
6.44,  or  slightly  larger  than  the  1935 
average  of  6.30. 

Sitxy  thousand  sows  farrowed  dur- 
ing the  last  half  of  1936  and  57,- 
000  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
The  1935  figures  were  54,000  in  both 
the  spring  and  fall  periods. 

The  total  number  of  hogs,  includ- 
ing pigs,  was  somewhat  smaller  on 
January  1  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
combined  spring  and  fall  crop  last 
year  for  the  entire  United  States 
was  65,699,000  pigs.  The  small  1935 
crop  was  10,744,000  head  less. 


Pennsylvania  Wheat  Stocks 

Lowest  In  Many  Years 

Wheat  stocks  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  are  the  lowest  for  this  sea- 
son in  many  years,  it  was  announced 
today  by  J.  Hansell  French,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture. 

Only  37  percent  of  the  1936  crop 
has  been  held  over.  Of  the  1935  crop 
41  percent  remained  on  the  farms 
in  January.  The  average  for  the  five- 
year  period  ending  in  1932  was  39 
percent. 

For  the  United  States  as  a  whole 
the  wheat  stocks  held  over  are  even 
lower.  Only  20.5  percent  of  the  1936 
crop  remains  on  the  farms.  A  year 
ago  26.1  percent  of  the  1935  crop 
remained  on  the  farms  and  the  aver- 
age for  the  1928-32  period  was  28 
percent. 

There  are  7,258  bushels  remaining 
on  the  farms  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  128,604,000  bushels  on  all  farms 
in  the  United  States. 


FARM  FACTS 

American  farmers  in  1935  har- 
vested 298,600,000  acres,  compared 
with  362,000,000  in  1934,  according 
to  the  last  farm  census.  The  drought 
and  farm  acreage  readjustments  were 
responsible. 


Milk  production  per  cow  in  Penn- 
sylvania is  one  pound  higher  than  it 
was  a  year  ago,  the  Department  of 
Ag^riculture  reports. 

The  January  production  this  year 
is  15.4  pounds,  compared  with  14.4 
pounds  last  year  and  in  1935  and 
with  a  ten-year  average  of  16.2 
pounds. 


In  the  short  period  of  twenty-one 
years  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show, 
the  largest  winter  agricultural  expo- 
sition in  the  United  States  has  in- 
creased its  attendance  from  5,000  to 
287,000  persons. 


A  large  Pennsylvania  grower  of 
chrysanthemums  has  a  new  idea  for 
growing  stock  plants.  This  year's 
stock  plants  from  which  all  blooms 
were  cut,  were  dug,  washed  free  from 
soil  and  shipped  to  Florida  for  plant- 
ing outdoors.  Cuttings  will  also  be 
made  and  planted  outside  with  the 
idea  that  some  will  harden  off  and 
produce  better  stock  plants  for  next 
year  than  if  they  were  propagated  in 
this  section.  Next  summer  the  new 
plants  will  be  reshipped  to  this  sec- 
tion and  planted.  Around  2,000  clumpf 
have  been  inspected  and  shipped  to 
date. 


Pennsylvania  has  had  only  nine 
secretaries  of  agriculture  since  the 
first  State  Board  of  Agriculture  (now 
the  Department  of  Agriculture)  was 
created  in  1876.  They  were  in  the  or- 
der named:  Thomas  J.  Edge,  John 
Hamilton,  M.  B.  Critchfield,  Charles 
E.  Patton,  Fred  Rasmussen,  F.  P. 
Willitts,  C.  J.  Jordan,  John  A.  Mc- 
Sparran  and  J.  Hansell  French,  the 
incumbent. 


NAMED  TO  BOARD 

R.  H.  Bell,  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  received  no- 
tice today  of  his  appointment  to  the 
National  Plant  Board  and  to  the 
board's  committee  on  uniform  regula- 
tions for  the  interstate  movement  of 
nursery  stock.  The  board  cooperates 
with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

CROP  INSURANCE 

Had  the  proposed  crop  insurance 
plan  been  in  operation  from  1930  to 
1935  the  seven  wheat  states  of  the 
great  plains  would  have  put  50,000,- 
000  bushels  of  wheat  in  storage  in 

1930,  35,000,000  bushels  in  storage  in 

1931,  and  40,000,000  bushels  in  stor- 
age in  1932,  and  would  have  taken 
from  40,000,000  to  45,000,000  bushels 
out  of  storage  during  the  drought 
years  from  1933  to  1935,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
reports. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 


Ten  High  Pens  to  January  1.  1937* 


Rank 


Guy  A.  Leader  (pen  4). 
J.    A.    Hanson. 


State 

.Pennsylrania 
-Oregon 


-Massachusetts 


E.   IJ.  Parmenter  (pen  78)— 
E.    B.    Parmenter    (pen    77). 

A.    M.    Wolgemuth 

Guy  A.   Leader   (pen  5) Pennsylvania    

Foreman    Poultry    Farm Michigan 


-..Massachusetts  — 
.Pennsylvania    — - 


Millbrook    Poultry    Farm. 

Creighton  Bros 

Carey    Farms 


.Pennsylvania 

..Indiana    

..Ohio    


Dec. 

1 
2 
4 
3 
5 
7 

12 
6 
9 

14 


Jan 


9 

10 


Points 

to 
Date 

764.65 
764.35 
761.95 
755.00 
720.80 
716.40 
705.15 
696.40 
680.35 
678.40 


to 
Date 

776 
755 
741 
741 
758 
743 
720 
733 
682 
700 


•E.  B.  Parmenter's  pens  arc  Rhode  Island  Red.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns. 
PRODUCTION    SUMMARY    FOR  DECEMBER,    1933-1936 


Month 


December,  1936 

December,  1935 

December,  1934 

December,  1933 


Percent 
Production 


61.22 
69.40 
68.32 
64.61 


Averagt 

Points 
Per  Bird 


53.60 
61.76 
59.80 
56.57 


Average 

Eggs 
Per  Bird 


56.33 
63.85 
62.85 
59.44 


Average 
Egg  Weight 
Om.  Per  DoM. 


23.0 
23.3 
23.0 
23.0 


Percent 
Mortality 


10.44 
2.16 
5.06 
6.08 


Missing 


Vol 


22 


9 


no 


5 


9 
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PA.  FARM  SHOW 
DRAWS  PRAISE 
R.  I.  DIRECTOR 

The  manner  in  which  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show  interests  thousands 
of  rural  youth  in  farming  and  at- 
tracts them  to  the  competitive 
branches  of  the  Show  greatly  im- 
pressed Burton  K.  Harris,  Director 
of  Agriculture  and  Conservation,  of 
Rhode  Island,  he  writes  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and 
chairman  of  the  Farm  Show  Com- 
mission. .  4.    4.  o 

Director  Harris  was  a  guest  of  Sec- 
retary French  at  the  Show.  He  made 
a  careful  study  of  the  exposition, 
spending  an  entire  day  and  evening 
inspecting  its  many  departments. 

"The  annual  winter  farm  show, 
staged  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  J.  Hansen  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  has  a  national, 
^  yea,  an  international  reputation  for 
*  being  a  big  show  with  a  big  attend- 
ance of  Pennsylvania  state  farm  fam- 

"It  is  the  culmination  of  a  histori- 
cally long  series  of  farm  fairs  of  va- 
rious kinds  over  the  past  one  hundred 
years  or  more.  All  of  the  best  farm 
products  of  that  State,  all  of  the  best 
thought  in  organization  and  planning 
of  farm  shows,  all  of  the  interest 
built  up  in  the  past  one  hundred  years 
in  attendance  is  rolled  up  together 
to  produce  this  outstanding  exhibi- 
tion in  agriculture. 
,  "Sponsored  and  nurtured  by  public 
'•  funds  it  is  undoubtedly  returning  ten- 
fold to  its  taxpayers  value  for  money 
received. 

"Ten  acres  of  roofed-in  space  makes 
it  possible  to  stage  this  show  in  the 
dead  of  winter  when  farm  folks  and 
their  families  have  the  most  leisure 
time  to  visit,  inspect,  appraise  and 
1  compare  all  sorts  of  things  which  are 
raised  or  used  on  their  farm  holdings. 
"Perhaps  the  most  impressive  part 
of  the  whole  show  is  the  provision 
which  is  made  to  hold  the  interest  of 
the  farm  youth  of  today.  Pennsylva- 
nia, through  its  wide  application  of 
the  federal  opportunity  to  teach  voca- 
tional agriculture  to  its  young  people 
in  rural  areas,  has  interested  hun- 
dreds of  communities  and  thousands 
of  boys  and  girls  in  finding  fun  in 
farm  work.  They  have  made  the  hon- 
orable but  harrowing  privilege  of 
farming  something  for  these  farm 
youngsters  to  look  forward  to.  By  or- 
ganization they  have  found  opportu- 
nities for  self  expression  not  other- 
wise provided  in  rural  life. 

"To  have  seen  their  exhibits,  to 
have  heard  them  sing,  to  have  wit- 
nessed their  organized  FFA  band,  a 
total  of  100  accomplished  musicians 
from  fifty-two  schools  in  28  counties, 
never  having  played  together  before, 
cooperate  to  produce  as  good  music 
as  ever  produced  by  long  experienced 
players,  to  see  their  hundreds  of  rep- 
resentatives march  into  the  large, 
but  inadequate  arena  Tuesday  night, 
to  see  the  handiwork  of  the  potential 
mothers  of  future  Pennsylvania  farm- 
ers in  their  Fashion  Show  display,  on 
themselves  as  living  models,  modern 
day  formal,  informal,  street,  sport 
and  beach  wear,  to  witness  the  pa- 
rade of  animals  all  in  the  hands  of 
experienced  and  capable  4-H  Club 
members,  fine  specimens  of  every  breed 
to  be  found  upon  the  hills  and  plains 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  have  seen  all  this, 
and  to  admit  for  a  moment  any  lack 
of  faith  in  America  would  be  but  the 
thought  of  a  grossly  incompetent  ob- 
server. 

"And  the  extent  of  the  exhibits 
themselves:  A  fine  balance  of  com- 
petitive farm  products  together  with 
commercial  exhibits  of  things  near 
and  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  farm 
f^an  and  woman.  No  gyp  stuff,  good 
substantial  commercials  from  massive 
'arm  tractors  and  special  machinery, 
cars  for  the  farmer  and  his  wife, 
"Own  to  the  gadgets  and  jimcracks 
tnat  make  fried  potatoes  look  like 
^'hat  they  ain't  and  little  squirt-sacks 
^  put  fancy  frostings  around  a  birth- 
%  cake." 


MILK  BOARD 

WINS  ANOTHER 

COURT  BATTLE 

A  recent  decision  by  the  Dauphin 
County  Court  in  a  case  of  38  milk 
dealers  against  the  Milk  Control 
Board  is  hailed  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral as  strengthening  the  legal  posi- 
tion of  the  board. 

Milk  dealers  must  now  offer  spe- 
cific grievances  against  a  general 
order  and  must  file  surety  bonds  in- 
stead of  personal  bonds  when  asking 
the  court  to  set  aside  the  order  while 
the  appeal  from  the  order  is  being 
heard. 

Before  the  Milk  Control  Law  was 
declared  constitutional  last  June,  the 
court  had  set  aside  orders  on  general 
complaints  of  dealers  who  had  attest- 
ed their  good  faith  by  filing  merely 
personal  bonds. 

"This  decision  will  greatly  help  At- 
torney General  Margiotti  in  enforc- 
ing the  Milk  Control  Law,"  said  Dep- 
uty Attorney  General  Polikoff,  in 
charge  of  milk  board  litigation. 

"Milk  dealers,"  he  added,  "will  no 
longer  be  able  to  stay  an  order  of 
the  board  by  merely  calling  it  illegal 
in  general  language  and  without  fur- 
nishing security  for  the  benefit  of 
farmers  who  produce  milk  and  sell 
to  milk  concerns." 

The  case,  decided  by  president 
Judge  Hargest,  was  brought  by  38 
dealers  in  Lehigh,  Berks,  Monroe  and 
Northampton  counties  which  comprise 
Milk  Marketing  Area  No.  6. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
APPLES  LEAD 

The  many  varieties  of  superior 
quality  apples  shown  at  the  recent 
Pensylvania  Farm  Show  testified  to 
Pennsylvania's  importance  in  the 
production  of  the  most  popular  fruit 
to  be  eaten  from  hand,  James  L. 
States,  acting  director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Markets,  said  today. 

The  many  commercial  packs  shown 
this  year  leads  one  to  believe  that 
more  interest  is  being  devoted  to  bet- 
ter production  methods  in  our  Penn- 
sylvania orchards. 

Apparently  the  trade  that  demand 
fancy  apples  are  turning  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  our  Pennsylvania  apples 
have  topped  the  market  price  repeat- 
edly this  year  on  the  various  varie- 
ties. Undoubtedly  the  organized  effort 
of  the  Appalachian  apple  growers  lo- 
cated in  the  Virginias,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Berks,  Lehigh 
Mountain  Fruit  Association  are  re- 
sponsible to  a  great  extent  for  the 
keen  interest  shown  in  quality  apple 
production. 

For  many  years  the  flavor  of  Penn- 
sylvania apples  were  noted.  Now 
that  graded  and  quality  standards 
are  adhered  to  by  packers,  the  buyers 
can  place  their  orders  with  confidence. 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture, states  that  a  larger  per- 
centage of  the  Pennsylvania  apple 
crop  was  officially  inspected  this  year, 
than  in  previous  years. 

The  household  buyers  of  the  Key- 
stone state  are  fortunate  in  that  we 
have  the  best  apples  procurable,  pro- 
duced in  our  immediate  localities,  and 
for  this  reason  they  may  be  secured 
at  a  relatively  reasonable  price. 

STATE  FIFTH 
ACRE  VALUE 
TRUCK  CROPS 

Pennsylvania  last  year  rose  to  fifth 
place  among  the  forty-eight  states 
in  value  per  acre  of  its  truck  crops 
raised  for  canning  and  manufactur- 
ing, J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  announced  today. 

The  value  per  acre  of  truck  crops 
grown  in  this  State  last  year  for  can- 
ning and  manufacturing  purposes 
was  $66.38.  Their  acre  value  in  1933 
was  only  $37.70  and  in  1935  only 
$48.26. 

This  State  was  eleventh  in  value 
per  acre  of  truck  crops  grown  for 
market.  The  acre  value  was  $154.77. 


FARM  FACTS 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  de- 
troyed  294,320  Gypsy  Moth  egg  clus- 
ters during  January  in  its  campaign 
to  eradicate  this  forest  and  shade  tree 
enemy. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  the  purchase 
of  $300,000  worth  of  surplus  eggs  by 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Admin- 
istration has  narrowed  the  spread  be- 
tween wholesale  and  retail  prices  by 
six  cents  to  the  advantage  of  the 
farmer  and  consumer. 


EGG  PRICES 

MAY  DECLINE 

Heavy  storage  stocks  of  poultry, 
high  feed  costs,  and  a  declining  egg 
price  confront  Pennsylvania  poultry- 
men,  according  to  a  report  issued  to- 
day by  the  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  first  part  of  1936  started  out 
quite  favorably  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  poultrymen.  Both  egg  and 
poultry  prices  were  much  higher  than 
a  year  before  and  with  feed  abundant 
the  returns  from  poultry  were  show- 
ing up  well. 

What  this  situation  led  to  was  an 
expansion  in  the  poultry  industry 
during  last  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer. By  the  end  of  July  commercial 
hatcheries  had  shown  an  increase  of 
25  percent  over  the  preceding  spring. 
The  drought  upset  all  calculations. 
Centering  in  the  great  feed  belt  of 
the  Middle  West,  it  cut  the  supply 
of  feed  grains  and  sent  their  prices 
up.  Many  poultrymen  were  forced  to 
sell  off  their  chickens  to  numbers 
much  below  those  usually  kept,  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  feed  to  carry 
them  over. 

The  result  was  that  an  unusually 
large  number  of  chickens  were  sent 
to  market  from  August  to  November 
with  an  accompanying  drop  in  prices. 
This  heavy  liquidation  of  chickens 
was  reflected  in  the  cold-storage  re- 
port of  December  1,  which  shows  150 
million  pounds  in  storage.  This  was 
63  million  pounds  more  than  a  year 
earlier  and  55  million  pounds  more 
than  the  5-year  average  figure  of  that 
date. 

The  effect  of  the  drought  on  the 
egg  situation  was  just  the  reverse 
of  that  on  poultry,  from  the  market 
standpoint.  The  liquidation  of  both 
hens  and  pullets  led  to  a  smaller  pro- 
duction of  eggs,  smaller  storage 
stocks,  and  higher  winter  prices  than 
a  year  earlier.  As  it  happened,  how- 
ever, feed  prices  advanced  even  faster 
than  egg  prices,  so  that  the  situation 
gres  less  favorable  to  the  producers, 

INTEREST  IN  GRADING 

GAINS  ON  FARMS 

Increasing  interest  in  standardized 
grading  practices  among  the  farmers, 
truck  gardeners,  and  fruit  growers  of 
Pennsylvania  is  reflected  in  the  un- 
precedented demand  for  a  bulletin  on 
"Official  Grades  for  Fruits  and  Vege- 
tables in  Pennsylvania,"  recently  is- 
siicd  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

James  L.  States,  acting  director  of 
the  Bureau  of  Markets,  reported  to- 
day that  his  office  has  been  flooded 
with  requests  for  this  publication 
ever  since  the  present  edition  came 
from  the  presses  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  bulletin  explains  the  standard 
grades  and  contains  the  legal  weights 
per  bushel  of  farm  crops  and  the 
State  laws  relating  to  the  packing 
and  marking  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 


With  an  acreage  of  29,450  acres 
the  Keystone  State  stood  thirteenth 
among  the  states  in  acreage  devoted 
to  the  raising  of  truck  crops  for  can- 
ning and  manufacturing.  It  was  eigh- 
teenth in  acreage  harvested  for  mar- 
ket. 

Pennsylvania  ranked  ninth  in  value 
of  truck  crops  raised  for  canning  and 
manufacturing  and  tenth  in  value  of 
truck  crops  raised  for  market. 
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STATE  AMONG  PRICES  FAVOR  FARM  FACTS 

LEAL)bKo  rDK  U.  S.   rAKMbKS  grapes  into  bearing  from  three  and 

T  A  V   C\  TTTTlNJf^  For  the  first  time  since   1925  the  one-half  to  four  and  one-half  years 

Li^'TS.  K^\u  1,  XXL^VJ  farmers  of  the  United  States  are  re-  earlier,  the  Pennsylvania  Department 

Taxes  on  farm  real  estate  in  Penn-  ceiving  more  for  the  things  they  sell  of  Agriculture  announces. 
Bvlvania   are    the    lowest   they    have  than   they   pay   for  the   things   they  — ; — — 
been  since   1922,  J.    Hansell   French,  buy.  Their  buying  power  is  now  102  "Pennsylvania  in  December  became 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,   announced  percent  on  the  basis  of  pre-war  prices.  a  modified  accredited  State  under  bo- 
today  on  the  basis  of  a  survey  by  the  With  two  exceptions  farm  products  vine  tuberculosis  eradication  program. 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  raised   in   Pennsylvania  are  bringing  but  the  testing  of  cattle  for  this  dev- 

The  tax  rate  per  acre  for  the  State  better  prices  than  in  December.  Tur-  astating  disease  did  not  stop,"  com- 
as a  whole  averages  98  cents.  The  keys  dropped  one  cent  per  pound  and  ments  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary 
hiffh  point  of  $1.30  was  reached  in  butter  prices  remained  stationary.  of  Agriculture.  "The  Bureau  of  Ani- 
jqIq  The  following  table  gives  the  Penn-  mal  Industry  is  testing  about  65,000 

The    thirty-two-cents-per-acre    tax  sylvania  and  United  States  prices  in  dairy  cattle  a  month  to  keep  all  herds 

cut  in  Pennsylvania  was  the  eighth  dollars:  disease-free.  Only  438  reactors  were 

largest  State  reduction  in  the  United  -^a**-      ^e^-      ^".'l;  discovered  in  December." 

states  since  lyJU.  Commoditv                  i9io-'i4  1936       1937  _^     ,      „^  ^«7 — ;      .  J.           ^  T    X 

Four  states,  New  Jersey,  Massachu-         wheat  per  bu.-„ _..._..       .98       i.is       i.30  Of  the  25,500  short  tons  of  Late 

setts,  Connecticut  and   Rhode   Island         Com  per  bu _ .67         .92        .99  Danish  or  storage  cabbage  produced 

have    a   higher    rate    on    farm    real        ^at?  i"^''  ^\ \^        -51         .56  ^^  Pennsylvania  last  year  only  1,280 

estate.  Kyi  ?e?"u'":.::=Z       78         :IJ        il  short   tons   remain   in  the   hands  of 

Eighteen  states  since  1913  have  in-  Buckwheat  per  bu 68  .76  .83  growers  and  dealers,  the  Federal- 
creased  their  farm  taxes  more  than        Potatoes  per  bu .73       i.os       i.is  ^\,2Xc    Crop    Reporting    Service    dis- 

the  Pennsylvania  increase.  Ajpies")er°b'u       I~"       '.79       ilio       i'.20  closes.  February  stocks  are  the  smal- 

On  the  basis  of  land  values,  farms        Hogs  per  lOO  lbs 8.04       9.90     10.30  jegt  since  1928,  although  the  1936  crop 

in  five  states  pay  a  heavier  tax  levy  Beef  cattle  per  was  the  largest. 

than  Keystone  State  farms  do.  VeTcaiverp^r '''       '•''       '''  

Only  three   States   have   increased           100  lbs 7.98       9.70     lo.so  j^jij^    producers    in    the    Keystone 

farm  taxes  since  1930.  Sheep  per  100  lbs —     4.54       4.io       4.60  .^j  benefit  from  the  purchase 

West  Virginia  and   Michigan  have  ^--'-^J-  JJ?  J^^^^:;:    ,?:?§     ^f'^'o     76io  in  Mar^h  of  3,000,000  pounds  of  dry 

cut  farm  taxes   more  than  300  per-        Horses  per  head 165.60    144.00    i46.oo  gj^ij^  ^ii]^  and  250,000  cases  of  evap- 

''FamersTkew  Mexico  pay  the  K^.'";e^.t::::    -..25  '"i"2o  "':??6  orated  milk  by  the  Agricultural  Ad- 

j^armers   m   isew   Mexico   pay  tne        Turkeys  per  lb .23        .22  justment  Administration. 

lowest   tax    levy,    5   cents   per   acre;         Milk  per  100  lbs -._..      1.83       2.30       2.40  •*  

^2 Ifi'^er 'il'    ^^"^^'^    ^^^   ^'^^^'*'  B^e^faTVeV  le::..:.    ..  .1'        H        H  The    average    hen    in    the    United 

;f^.db  per  acre.                        morr  •  j-          Epgs  per  doz .322       .359       .261  states  produces  80  eggs  a  year,  but  in 

Preliminary  reports  for  1937  mdi-        wool  per  lb._ 236       .32         .36  ^y^^  |jgg^  flocks  the  average  production 

cate  that  while  the  Pennsylvania  tax  Pr.-war  j^^n  is  200  eggs  a  year,  the  Penn- 

J^endulL^oMarl^  ttxitforhaTbe^^  farm  price  index '"^^  sylvania  Department  of  Agriculture 

TsSinrbac'kTn^man^^^^^^^  united  states  ,       lOO        126        J3i          reports.              

increases  are  slight,  however.  Fruits  _._.__„ 100         93        loj  g.          ^^34    Pennsylvania    farmers 

Meat  animals  100           122           l^o  oin^*^             j      »      „    '  -._»^«;««*«     4-Via4> 

Dairy  products  100        127        128  have    learned    from    experience   that 

POTATO   GROWERS  chickens  and  eg^s  .....    100        133        110  ^yieii    factory    payrolls    are    falling, 

nn\/iA;ini^r\  cucivTr-u  pS'v^vt vanTa" oo        127         27  farm     income     declines     even     more 

COMMEND  FRENCH  ^^c!?^n                  loo        i20        \l\  rapidly  and  that  when  factory  pay- 
Resolutions  adopted  by  the   Penn-           Fruits  ....- 100        137        149  j.q\\q    ^re    increasing    farm    income 

sylvania  Cooperative  Potato  Growers  jL^at  animals 100        118        127  climbs  even  more  rapidly. 

Association     commend      J.      Hansell    '       gSenrand^^eggs"!:::    lo§        I36        !oJ 

French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  Unclassified 100        112        120  Pennsylvania  steel  mills  ship  tens 

the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Ag-  prices  FARMERS  PAY  of   thousands   of  tons   of   galvanized 

riculture  for  the  part  they  played  in  PENNSYLVANIA   —    100        128        128  sheets  to  the  Argentine  as  munitions 

making   the    marketing    program   of  UNITED  states loo        i^s        i-»  j^^  ^^^  ^^^  against  locusts.  Fences  for 

the  association  a  success  and  a  bene-  _^.              ^         «  trapping  the  insects  are  built  with  the 

fit  to  the  potato  growers,  consumers  Bang  s  Disease  Attacks  sheets.    The    government   in    a   year 

and  distributors  of  the  State.  Four  Percent  of  Cattle  pays  a  bounty  of  10  cents  per  hundred 

Secretary  French  placed  all  the  re-  p^ur    percent   of   the   dairy   cattle  pounds  for  tens  of  thousands  of  tons 

sources  of  the   Department  of  Agri-  tested  in  Pennsylvania  last  month  for         of  dead  locusts^ 

culture  back  of  the  program,  which  Bang's  disease  were  condemned,  Dr.  ^          ^.         Z 

enhanced    the    farm    income    of    the  Howard  M.  Kalodner,  director  of  the  State  Gives  Treatment 

State  by  $3,000  000  since  last  August.  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  reports.  Flood-Damaged  Goods 

ihe  Bureau  of  Markets  assisted   in  Tp<5t«?  were  made  on  24.326  animals,  ,     ,      , .         y^    i.i.     x"  ^        4.   ^* 

an  advisor  capacity  and  trained  250  of  whiSi  tl57  were  infected.  ^  Instructions   for   the   treatment   of 

inspectors  and  graders.  The  Division  "^  o^ly     235     rSrs     were     found  ^''''^i^Zl^liTvi^^ZtalZt^^^ 

?ionafrrk'Z^^^^^^  4"-^  ''''''  ^^"^^  '"'^'  '^^  *"'^"  of le'lu^rea^  of  Foods  Ind'  Chemfs^- 

SubiicZ"^  *^%--^P^P-«  -^  ^--  NEW    REPORTS  mTts'  rren?[y'^nSXted'1r  the 

pubhcations  m  Pennsylvania.  l^E  W      IVi^JT  V^rv  X  u- Pittsburgh  territory. 

,_  FOR     FARIvIFkS  Where  these  instructions  are  care- 

HEAVY   PLANTING  ^^K     r/\KiVinK3  ^^^^^  followed,  goods  in  hermetically 

Reports  from  potato  growers,  seed  The    Bureau   of   Agricultural   Eco-  sealed  impervious  containers  may  be 

dealers,  and  field  investigators  indi-  nomics  is  inaugurating  this  month  a  sold    after    the    usual    inspection    by 

cate  that  the   1937  acreage  of  com-  series  of  commodity  situation  reports.  State  food  agents, 

mercial  early  Irish  potatoes  for  har-  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri-  The  Instructions  follow: 

vest  will  be  323,800  acres — an  increase  culture,  announced  today.  The  reports  Remove   labels   and   wash   cans   in 

of  18  percent  over  the  273,300  acres  will  be  made  public  through  the  news-  warm,  soapy  water, 

harvested    in    1936    and    2    percent  papers.  Follow     this     cleansing    treatment 

above  the   5-year    (1928-32)    average  The  series  will  include  both  monthly  by  immersion  in  a  chlorine  solution 

of  318  400  acres  and  seasonal  reports.  or  other  sterilizing  solution  approved 

'    . [ Monthly  reports  will  be  issued  on  by  a  Board  of  Health.  Phenol,  cresol 

TrMi  *  A  T-^i-r^  r»  A  T»  T»  i-T>i  the   following   subjects:    poultry   and  or  other  coal  tar  disinfectants  are  un- 

1  UM A  1  ObS  b ARRbJD  eggs,  wool,  fats  and  oils,  dairy  prod-  suitable  since  the  odor  imparted  by 

Shippers   of  tomatoes   from   Penn-  ucts,   demand    and   price,   hogs,   beef  such    solutions    is    objectionable    and 

sylvania  are  warned   by  the   Bureau  cattle,    sheep    and    lambs,    fruit    and  persistent.                    j.      .         .           j 

I    of  Plant  Industry  against  shipping  to  vegetables,  wheat  and  rye,  cotton.  Rinse  the  cans  in  fresh  water  and 

the  State  of  Washington.  That  com-  Seasonal  reports  and  the  dates  of  dry  thoroughly  to  prevent  rust. 

Jnonwealth  has  established  a  quaran-  issue  are:  sugar,  February  14,  June  Repack  in  dry  cases  and  store  m  a 

t'pe  against  eastern  tomatoes  because  14,  December  14;  feed  grain,  March  dry  place. 

of  the  pin  worm.  Pennsylvania  grow-  25,  August  25,  December  25;  tobacco.  If  chlorine  is  used  for  a  dismf ce- 
ll's as  a  rule  do  not  ship  to  that  January  26,  March  26,  July  25,  Sep-  tant,  a  solution  having  an  alkaline  re- 
state, tember  26.  action  is  recommended. 
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CONSERVATION 
PLAN   FOR    1937 
GETS  APPROVAL 

Plans  for  applying  the  1937  Agri- 
rultural  Conservation  Program  in 
Pennsylvania  have  been  approved  by 
Secretary   of   Agriculture    Henry   A. 

Wallace. 

The  program  for  the  State  con- 
form^ to  the  general  aims  and  meth- 
ods of  the  national  1937  program. 
Specific  provisions  are  based  on  con- 
ditions in  the  State. 

The  new  program  otters  larmers 
greater  opportunity  to  use  soil-build- 
inK  practices  than  last  year's.  In 
Pennsylvania,  payments  for  divertmg 
acreage  from  general  soil-depleting 
crops  will  be  limited  to  counties  where 
a  large  part  of  the  crop  land  is  in 
soil-depleting  crops.  All  tobacco  grow- 
ers in  the  State,  however,  will  be 
eligible  for  payments  for  diverting 
part  of  their  tobacco  soil-depleting 
base  acreage. 

Farmers  in  all  counties  will  be 
eligible  for  payments  for  using  soil- 
building  practices.  The  rate  of  pay- 
ment for  each  practice  will  cover  part 
of  the  cash  cost  of  carrying  out  the 
practice.  Payments  will  be  made  at 
the  rates  specified,  up  to  a  maximum 
soil-building  allowance  which  will  be 
set  for  each  farm.  No  farmer  can 
earn  a  total  payment  for  soil-building 
practices  larger  than  his  allowance. 
Soil-building  practices  are  definite  op- 
erations, like  putting  lime  on  pasture 
land.  Payments  will  be  made  after 
farmers  have  actually  done  the  work 
involved. 

Most  of  the  improved  practices, 
however,  aim  at  these  objectives: 

Improving  or  establishing  pastures. 

Increasing  acreage  of  legume  hay 
and  the  productivity  of  all  hay  land. 

Reforesting  eroding  hillsides  too 
poor  for  continued  farming. 

Improving   farm   woodlands. 

Improving  soil-conserving  crops  in 
orchards  and  vineyards. 

Counties  where  general  diversion 
payments  may  be  earned  are  Lan- 
caster, Chester,  Berks,  Lebanon,  York, 
Adams,  Cumberland,  Delaware  and 
Franklin.  Only  farms  with  substantial 
base  acreages  of  soil-depleting  crops 
will  be  eligible  for  the  general  diver- 
sion payments. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  diversion  coun- 
ties, payments  may  be  earned  for 
shifting  up  to  15  percent  of  a  farm's 
normal  general  soil-depleting  acreage 
out  of  soil-depleting  crops.  Payments 
will  not  be  made  for  any  shifted  acres 
which  are  not  matched  by  an  increase 
in  the  farm's  acreage  of  soil-conserv- 
ing crops.  The  payments  will  be  made 
on  a  per-acre  basis  and  will  vary  with 
the  productivity  of  farms.  The  na- 
tional average  will  be  $9  an  acre,  as 
compared  with  a  $10  average  last 
year. 

In  all  tobacco  counties,  payments 
will  be  made  for  diverting  up  to  25 
per  cent  of  a  farm's  tobacco  soil-de- 
pleting base  acreage  provided  that  the 
diversion  is  equalled  by  an  increase  in 
the  acreage  of  soil-conserving  crops. 
The  payment  for  each  acre  diverted 
will  be  three  cents  a  pound  times  the 
normal  per-acre  tobacco  yield  of  the 
'arm. 

^Farmers   who   earn   diversion   pay- 
jits    may    earn    soil-building    pay- 
^^^'^  as  well. 

In  a  1  Manchester,  Director  of  the 
secretary  r)ivigion  of  the  AAA,  said 
involving  poondations  from  Pennsyl- 
1"  the  abst  that  in  many  parts  of 
J^oixis,"  the  taers  felt  that  diversion 
pe  "deemed  to  ng  acreage  was  not 
m  view  of  the  ir  farmers  in  all  areas 
^re  generally  u)r  general  diversion 
similar  decision 

case  involving  "Ithe  nine  counties 
The  Federal  Dei^®^^^^  said,  "farm- 
further  that  "when^^^l  ^^^^  ^o^  them 
of  the  pack  of  tomat^^s  for  the  most 
as  'Straight  Pack'  F  and  hay  and 
fraight   pack,'   such  soil-conserving 

Jeemed  to  have  the  mc?^^^"i«  V?^" 
he  Federal   Standards  ^^«^^  f*f^f 

^  U.  S.  Straight  Pack'^,^^^^  ^^^'1*- 
xioiKiii,  *  «»^">  "armers  who 


DAIRY  AGENT 
RECOUPS  ^1,480 

Forty-nine  York  County  farmers 
will  collect  a  total  of  $1,480.13  as  the 
result  of  the  discovery  by  a  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  dairy 
agent  that  a  tester  at  the  Howe  Dairy, 
York,  had  been  using  the  wrong  meth- 
od in  reading  the  butterfat  content  of 
milk  sold  to  the  dairy  by  the  farmers. 

The  tester's  error  was  costing  the 
milk  producers  several  dollars  a  day. 
When  the  dairy  agent  discovered  the 
under-reading,  James  L.  States,  Act- 
ing Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets, made  a  personal  investigation 
with  the  result  that  the  dairy  agreed 
to  make  restitution  to  the  farmers  on 
the  basis  of  eight  cents  per  hundred 
pounds  of  milk  delivered  to  the  dairy 
from  January  1,  1936  to  November  30, 
1936,  by  all  producers  supplying  the 
dairy. 

MORE  CERTIFIED 
SEED  POTATOES 

Production  of  certified  seed  pota- 
toes in  the  United  States  last  year 
was  next  to  the  largest  on  record,  be- 
ing exceeded  only  by  the  1935  crop. 

Pennsylvania  was  one  of  .the  five 
States  which  greatly  increased  their 
production  of  certified  potatoes  last 
year.  Thirty-nine  percent  more  certi- 
fied potatoes  were  grown  in  this  State 
last  year  than  in  1935.  The  1936  pro- 
duction was  67  percent  greater  than 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 

The  national  crop  of  certified  pota- 
toes was  11,114,204  bushels  last  year 
and  12,084,107  bushels  in  1935.  The 
1929-33  average  was  7,830,115  bushels. 

Higher  prices  for  potatoes  since  last 
summer  resulted  in  heavier  shipments 
to  the  markets  and  to  a  reduced  con- 
sumption on  the  farm.  Only  17.8  per- 
cent of  the  1936  crop  was  consumed 
on  the  farms  where  grown,  compared 
with  20.3  percent  the  preceding  season. 

Pennsylvania  ranked  third  among 
the  forty-eight  states  last  year  in  the 
production  of  potatoes.  The  produc- 
tions of  the  five  ranking  states  were: 
Maine,  44,000,000  bu.shels;  New  York, 
26,400,000  bushels;  Pennsylvania,  26,- 
268,000  bushels;  Michigan,  26,125,000 
bushels;  Idaho,  22,260,000  bushels. 

Planting  intentions  of  the  leading 
potato-producing  states  for  1937  are 
as  follows:  Michigan,  302,000  acres; 
Wisconsin,  287,000  acres;  Minnesota, 
279,000  acres;  New  York,  242,000 
acres;  Pennsylvania,  211,000  acres; 
Maine,  170,000  acres. 


MANUALS  OFFERED 

Four  thousand  copies  of  the 
new  edition  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Manual  have  just  been  made 
available  to  the  general  public 
by  the  Bureau  of  Publications. 
This  1196-page  volume  contains 
a  history  of  Pennsylvania,  elec- 
tion laws,  names  of  State, 
county  and  city  officials  and 
members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  Congress,  industrial  and 
agricultural  facts  and  other  use- 
ful information.  Copies  may  be 
obtained  by  sending  $1  to  the 
Bureau  of  Publications,  Harris- 
burg. 


FARM  FACTS 

Before  the  days  of  rapid  transpor- 
tation and  when  there  were  hardly 
any  means  of  freighting,  people  had 
to  accept  whatever  sweetening  Nature 
was  pleased  to  place  at  their  door.  In 
the  South  it  was  the  syrup  from  the 
sugarcane;  in  the  Com  Belt  it  was 
corn  syrup ;  in  the  North  maple  syrup. 
The  only  universal  sweetening  was 
honey  from  the  bee,  it  is  pointed  out 
by  William  M.  Glebe,  apiculturist  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture. 


Flood  refugees  in  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Valleys  have  consumed 
vast  quantities  of  surplus  commodi- 
ties from  American  farms.  The  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Administration 
has  shipped  more  than  a  million 
dozen  eggs,  664,000  cans  of  evapo- 
rated milk,  6,500,000  pounds  of  canned 
beef,  800,000  pounds  of  rice,  3,320,000 
pounds  of  prunes  and  2,898,000  pounds 
of  grapefruit  into  the  flooded  areas. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SEED 
PRAISED  BY  FRENCH 

Farmers,  truck  gardeners  and  other 
planters  cannot  find  safer  seed  than 
that  produced  by  Pennsylvania  seed 
growers,  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  said  today. 

This  was  demonstrated  recently 
when  the  Federal  Government  brought 
224  criminal  actions  against  seeds- 
men. None  of  these  charges  was 
against  a  Pennsylvania  firm. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Gress,  State  botanist, 
commends  the  Keystone  State  seeds- 
men for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  cooperated  with  his  division  to 
maintain  a  high  percentage  of  seed 
germination,  purity  and  varietal  uni- 
formity. 


No  Cure  for  Hog  Cholera 

State  Director  Claims 

Owners  of  swine  were  warned  to- 
day by  Dr.  H.  M.  Kalodner,  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, against  so-called  cures  for  hog 
cholera. 

According  to  Doctor  Kalodner  there 
is  no  officially  accepted  cure  for  this 
disease.  He  explained  that  vaccination 
with  the  single  or  simultaneous  meth- 
od is  a  preventive,  not  a  curative. 


BEETLES  IN  NURSERIES 

Japanese  beetles  have  been  found  in 
a  number  of  greenhouses  throughout 
the  State  this  month.  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture  nursery 
inspectors  say  their  appearance  is  un- 
usually early. 


NURSERYMEN  LISTED 

A  new  and  revised  list  of  licensed 
nurserymen  in  Pennsylvania  was  is- 
sued today  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Eight  hundred  nurserymen  are  list- 
ed by  counties  in  the  sixteen  page  bul- 
letin, which  also  shows  the  acreage 
and  type  of  stock  of  each  nursery. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  without 
charge  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  South  Office  Building, 
Harrisburg. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 

Ten  High  Pens  to  February  1,   1937* 


E.  B.  Parmenter  (pen  78). 
J.  A.  Hanson. 


Guy  A.  Leader   (pen  4) 

E.    B.    Parmenter   (pen  77) 
A.    M.    Wolgemuth 


State 
.Massachusetts 

.Oregon    — 

.Pennsylyania 

.Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 


Foreman    Poultry    Farm Michigan 

Guy  A.   Leader   (pen   5) Pennsylvania 

Millbrook    Poultry    F«nii Pennsylvania 

Carey    Farms '9^1°    

Creighton  Brothers Indiana 


Jan.  1 
3 
2 
1 

4 
5 
7 
6 
8 
10 
9 


Rank 


Feb.  1 
1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

0 

10 


Points 

to 

Date 

1031.60 

1025.35 

1022.70 

1017.30 

985.0.'; 

984.00 

963.20 

957.1  S 

932.80 

932.65 


Eggs 
to 

Date 
994 

1004 

1027 
997 

1017 
993 
990 
996 
949 
927 


•E   B   Parmenter's  pens  are  Rhode  Island  Red.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns. 
E.  B.  l-armenter  '^^Jp^jcTipN  SUMMARY  FOR  JANUARY,   1934-1937 


»» 


Month 

[anuary,    1937 

January,    1936 

Canuary,    1935 

fanuary.    1934 


Average 

Average 

Percent 

Points        1 

Eggs 

Production 

Per  Bird 

Per  Bird 

64.07 

76.25 

78.80 

69.66 

84.13 

85.69 

68.54 

81.95 

81.31 

65.40 

77.84 

80.44 

Average 

Egg  Weiqht 

Ox.  Per  Dot. 

23.4 

23.6 

23.4 

23.4 


Percent 

Mortalitv 

12.07 

5.25 

6.48 

8.40 
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STATE  RANKS 
SEVENTH  FOR 
AGRICULTURE 

Agriculturally  Pennsylvania  ranked 
seventh  among  the  forty-eight  states 
in  1936,  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  revealed  today. 

The  ranking  was  computed  on 
thirty-four  points  including  total 
acreage  harvested,  receipts  from  farm 
products  and  production. 

The  Keystone  State  produced  more 
buckwheat  than  any  other  state.  It 
ranked  first  in  the  value  of  eggs.  It 
ranked  second  in  the  value  of  its 
potato  crop.  It  was  third  last  year  in 
the  production  of  milk,  of  all  clover 
and  timothy  hay,  maple  syrup  and 
potatoes  and  in  the  value  of  its  apple 
crop. 

Fourth  places  captured  by  Penn- 
sylvania were:  production  of  maple 
sugar,  value  of  conunercial  apples 
and  value  of  all  apples. 

On  other  points  it  ranks  as  follows : 
Fifth  for  production  of  eggs,  for 
grapes,  total  apple  production,  milk 
yield  per  cow;  sixth,  production  of 
commercial  apples;  seventh,  produc- 
tion of  rye,  yield  per  acre  for  thirty- 
three  principal  crops,  tobacco,  cher- 
ries, and  timothy  seed;  eighth,  winter 
wheat,  corn;  ninth,  value  of  tobacco; 
tenth,  all  tame  hay,  value  of  truck 
crops,  pears;  eleventh,  cash  farm  in- 
come; twelfth,  receipts  from  live- 
stock products,  red  and  alsike  clover 
seed;  thirteenth,  total  production  of 
forty-four  principal  crops;  sixteenth, 
peaches;  twentieth,  receipts  from 
principal  farm  crops;  twenty-first, 
number  of  acres  harvested  for  forty- 
four  principal  crops. 


WORLD  EATS 
PENNA.  APPLES 

Fifty  percent  more  Pennsylvania 
apples  were  shipped  last  year  into 
Philadelphia  for  export  and  domestic 
markets  than  in  1935,  according  to 
figures  released  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Bureau  of  Markets. 

Shipments  from  Washington  State 
fell  off  29  percent  last  year  because 
of  this  greater  competition  from  the 
Pennsylvania  product.  Washington 
apples  have  been  the  strongest  com- 
petitor of  Pennsylvania  apples. 

The  increasing  demand  for  Penn- 
sylvania apples  is  due  to  the  intro- 
duction of  better  grading  and  inspect- 
ing practices  in  the  commercial  orch- 
ards. Select  Pennsylvania  apples,  uni- 
form in  size,  color  and  variety  and 
free  from  blemishes,  are  now  being 
found  on  virtually  all  the  markets  of 
the  v^'orld. 


Federal  Department  Rules 

Use    of   Grading    Terms 

The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  construes  as  "United 
States  grades"  such  terms  as  "Fancy," 
"No.  1,"  or  "Commercial"  in  cases 
arising  under  the  Perishable  Agri- 
cultural Commodities  Act. 

In  a  recent  decision  by  the  Federal 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  (in  a  case 
involving  potatoes)  it  was  stated  that 
"in  the  absence  of  any  qualifying 
J'ords,"  the  term  "commercial,"  will 
pe  "deemed  to  mean  U.  S.  Commercial 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  grades 
^re  generally  used  in  the  trade."  A 
similar  decision  was  rendered  in  a 
case  involving  "Fancy"  cucumbers. 

The  Federal  Department  announced 
'urther  that  "when  terms  descriptive 
of  the  pack  of  tomatoes  are  used,  such 
g  'Straight  Pack'  or  'U.  S.  One, 
Jtraight  pack,'  such  terms  will  be 
Jeemed  to  have  the  meaning  given  in 
[he  Federal  Standards  for  tomatoes 
to  'U.  S.  Straight  Pack'." 


END  POULTRY 
IMPROVEMENT 
WORK  OF  1936 

Thirty-seven  percent  of  the  poultry 
entered  in  the  Pennsylvania  Poultry 
Record  of  Performance  program  for 
1935-1936  qualified,  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  annoimced. 

Poultry  breeders  entered  4,379  birds, 
of  which  number  1,622  qualified. 

Qualifying  birds  had  an  average 
production  of  235.9  eggs  and  an  aver- 
age egg  weight  of  25.7  ounces  per 
dozen  for  the  year. 

There  were  521  birds  with  produc- 
tion records  of  from  250  to  319  eggs 
and  1,101  birds  with  records  of  from 
180  to  249  eggs. 

Vickery's  Poultry  Farm,  Columbia 
Cross  Roads,  had  the  highest  per- 
centage of  qualifying  birds  and  the 
highest  average  egg  weight.  Ninety- 
six  of  the  150  single  comb  white  leg- 
horn pullets  entered  by  this  farm 
qualified  and  had  an  average  egg 
weight  of  26.9  ounces  per  dozen. 

Ben  W.  Jacobs,  Waynesburg,  won 
first  place  for  average  production  of 
qualifying  birds.  The  average  pro- 
duction of  his  eighty-five  qualifying 
birds  was  254.6  eggs. 

A  bird  entered  by  the  Cedar  Ledge 
Poultry  Farm,  Canton,  produced  312 
eggs,  the  highest  production  record 
for  the  year. 

Pennsylvania  poultry  record  of 
performance  breeders  are  subject  to 
the  standard  grades  and  regulations 
under  the  "Poultry  Standardization 
Plan"  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  Every  bird 
used  as  a  breeder  is  individually  han- 
dled and  approved  by  a  State  poultry 
inspector  at  least  once  each  year.  Ap- 
proved birds  must  be  free  of  all 
breed  disqualifications  and  have  egg 
production  qualities.  The  females  en- 
tered in  poultry  record  of  perform- 
ance trapnesting  receive  four  addi- 
tional unannounced  three-day  inspec- 
tions throughout  the  year,  during 
which  each  hen's  egg  is  weighed  and 
recorded  by  the  State  poultry  in- 
spector. In  conjunction  with  the  an- 
nual inspection,  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, performs  a  tube  agglutination 
blood  test  for  pullorum  disease  on 
every  bird  kept  on  the  premises. 

Copies  of  the  complete  1935-1936 
Record  of  Performance  tabulation 
may  be  obtained  free  by  writing  to 
the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg. 


PENNSYLVANIA  FRUIT 
VEGETABLES  FAVORED 

Commercial  canning  will  expand  in 
Pennsylvania  this  year  and  will  con- 
sume more  Pennsylvania-grown  fruits 
and  vegetables  than  ever  before,  it  is 
indicated  by  a  survey  just  completed 
by  the  Bureau  of  Markets  for  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Last  year  the  pack  of  Keystone 
State  canned  foods  was  the  largest 
on  record  and  brought  highly  favor- 
able prices. 

Tomato  acreage  for  canning  will 
continue  to  increase  faster  than  any 
other  crop,  principally  because  of  the 
rapidly  expanding  demand  for  Penn- 
sylvania tomato  juice,  according  to 
James  L.  States,  Acting  Director, 
Bureau  of  Markets. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  Pennsylvania  tomatoes 
will  be  sold  on  the  basis  of  the  U.  S. 
grades  than  at  any  time  since  the 
grading  of  canning  crops  was  started 
in  1927. 

The  increasing  demand  from  can- 
neries for  Pennsylvania  fruits  and 
vegetables  is  attributed  by  Mr. 
States  to  the  finer  quality  of  those 
products  and  to  the  grading  and  in- 
specting under  State  supervision. 
Canneries  have  been  paying  premium 
prices  for  products  which  have  been 
inspected  and  graded. 


FARM  FACTS 

This  year  is  the  centenary  of  the 
invention  of  the  first  steel  plow  by 
John  Deere  at  Grand  Detour,  Illinois. 
A  pioneering  blacksmith  from  Ver- 
mont, he  fashioned  the  plow  from  a 
broken  sawmill  blade.  Thirteen  years 
later  he  was  manufacturing  and  sell- 
ing 4,000  plows  a  year.  His  produc- 
tion in  1876  was  75,000  plows. 


French  orchardists  have  been  pro- 
ducing the  Lady  variety  of  apple  for 
three  centuries  for  the  holiday  trade. 


There  are  796  licensed  nurserymen 
in  Pennsylvania.  All  but  fifty  of  them 
specialize  in  ornamental  stock.  The 
others  grow  fruit  trees  and  general 
nursery  stock. 


Mortgage  indebtedness  of  1,356 
Pennsylvania  farmers  was  reduced 
by  $549,543  during  the  past  twelve 
months  by  the  Farm-Debt  Adjust- 
ment Section  of  the  Rural  Resettle- 
ment Administration,  according  to  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture and  chairman  of  the  State 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. 


Pennsylvania  farmers  who  cooper- 
ated with  the  soil  conservation  pro- 
gram in  1936  have  been  paid  $2,316,- 
430.38  for  planting  soil  conserving 
and  soil  building  crops  on  33,680 
farms.  Approximately  $350,000  is  due 
5,000  more  farmers  whose  payments 
are  now  awaiting  approval. 


Although  140  varieties  of  48  breeds 
of  chickens  are  recognized  as  stand- 
ard varieties  by  the  American  Poul- 
try Association,  less  than  ten  varieties 
are  of  commercial  importance  in  pro- 
ducing eggs  and  meat,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture 
reports. 

Hogs  are  sold  in  France  by  the 
head,  in  Denmark  according  to  carcass 
weight  and  grade,  and  in  Great  Brit- 
ain by  both  methods.  In  Canada  they 
are  sold  according  to  live  weight  and 
grade  or  according  to  carcass  weight 
and  grade,  according  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture. 

Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  eleven 
States  in  which  farm  tenancy  de- 
creased from  1880  to  1937,  according 
to  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 


"Four-fifths  of  the  American  con- 
sumers had  only  two-fifths  of  the 
nation's  family  spending  money  in 
1929,"  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  says.  "In  1933  this  four- 
fifths  had  less  than  two-fifths  of  the 
national  income.  Today  they  have 
more  than  two-fifths." 


"In  1929  there  were  21,546,000  fam- 
ilies living  on  less  than  $3,000  a  year. 
Their  total  income  was  $30,850,000,- 
000.  The  other  5,928,000  families  had 
$46,266,000  to  spend.  During  the  de- 
pression the  income  of  the  four-fifths 
dropped  43  percent  while  that  of  the 
one-fifth  fell  off  only  38  percent. 
Since  1933  the  income  of  the  four- 
fifths  has  increased  more  rapidly 
than  that  of  the  one-fifth." 


"The  average  American  family  with 
an  income  of  less  than  $3,000  a  year 
spends  $532  a  year  for  food,  com- 
pared with  $941  spent  by  the  average 
family  with  an  income  of  more  than 
$3,000,"  according  to  James  L.  States, 
acting  director  of  the  State  Bureau  of 
Markets. 


With  the  exception  of  a  brief  period 
in  the  winter  of  1935  eggs  have 
maintained  a  higher  price  level  than 
foods  in  general  in  the  United  States, 
a  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture report  shows. 

The  Rural  Resettlement  Adminis- 
tration has  fully  rehabilitated  25,000 
farm  families  and  has  275,000  other 
families  on  the  road  to  independence. 
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FRENCH  SEES 

FARM  BOOM 

A  boom  in  farm  real  estate  is  im- 
minent if  prices  of  farm  commodities 
continue  to  advance  or  even  remain 
at  current  levels  is  predicted  by 
J.  Hansel!  Frencli,  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture. 

"This  possibility  is  so  imminent 
that  the  governor  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  has  found  it  necessary 
to  warn  the  chief  and  reviewing  ap- 
praisers of  the  Federal  land  banlcs 
against  inflated  values.  He  said  the 
present  trend  is  upward  beyond  nor- 
mal land  values." 

During  1934  and  1935  farm  land 
values  in  Pennsylvania  climbed  6  per- 
cent. There  was  a  further  advance  in 
1936,  but  the  exact  percentage  of  in- 
crease has  not  yet  been  computed. 

U.  S.  PURCHASES 
SURPLUS  EGGS 

Poultrymen  in  Pennsylvania  sold 
6,312  cases  of  surplus  eggs  to  the 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  dur- 
ing the  first  month  of  the  emergency 
surplus  egg  removal  program  of  the 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra- 
tion. 

Purchases  from  all  states  totaled 
250,918  cases,  or  7,527,000  dozens,  and 
involved  an  expenditure  of  $1,807,000. 

The  program  succeeded  in  slowing 
up  a  sharp  decline  in  egg  prices,  which 
resulted  from  a  stimulation  of  pro- 
duction by  extremely  mild  weather 
conditions. 

Surplus  eggs  purchased  by  the  gov- 
ernment are  being  distributed  among 
unemployed  families  in  the  states  in 
which  the  eggs  were  produced. 


Crop  and  Feed  Loans 

Available  to  Farmers 

The  emergency  crop  and  feed  loans 
authorized  by  Congn*ess  for  1937  are 
now  available,  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture   is  advised. 

The  opening  date  for  the  emergency 
loans  to  farmers  is  earlier  by  severed 
weeks  than  in  previous  years  and  the 
loan  funds  will  be  disbursed  in  plenty 
of  time  for  early  spring  crops. 

These  loans  will  be  made  only  to 
farniers  who  have  no  other  source  of 
credit.  Farmers  who  can  qualify  for 
loans  from  Production  Credit  Associa- 
tions will  also  be  held  ineligible. 

Four  hundred  dollars  is  the  maxi- 
mum loan  this  year  to  any  one  farm- 
er, but  it  is  pointed  out  that  in  each 
case  a  loan  will  be  made  only  in  the 
amount  actually  necessary  to  grow 
crops  or  maintain  livestock  until  pas- 
turage or  forage  crops  are  available. 
The  interest  rate  this  year  is  four  per- 
cent per  aimum. 

The  emergency  crop  and  feed  loans 
will  be  made  as  in  former  years  by 
field  representatives  assisted  by  local 
crop  loan  committees  in  the  various 
counties  of  this  district,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  regional  office  in 
Baltimore. 


Three  from  State  Help 

Promote  Poultry  Industry 

Three  Pennsylvanians  have  been 
JPPointed  to  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Northeastern  Poultry  Producers  Coun- 
cil and  the  Northeastern  States  Asso- 
ciation of  Eggs  and  Poultry  Distrib- 
utors which  will  be  in  charge  of  a 
program  for  the  protection  and  de- 
velopment of  the  poultry  industry  in 

the  thirteen  northeastern  states  during 

1937. 

E-  J.  Lawless,  Jr.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
yjnia  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Mark  N.  Witmer,  Delmatia,  and  Ray- 
Jjond  Taylor,  Newtown,  will  represent 
tnis  State  on  the  committee. 

Under  this  program  30,000  poultry- 
J^en,  members  of  thirty-two  egg  and 
poultry  cooperative  marketing  asso- 
cjations,  will  cooperate  for  the  benefit 
Ji  the  industry.  Seven  hundred  thou- 
JJ^d  producers  representing  $250,000,- 


FARM  ANIMALS 
UP  IN  VALUE 

Pennsylvania's  livestock  population 
remained  unchanged  at  the  end  of 
1936  in  comparison  with  1935,  except 
for  an  8  percent  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  swine,  a  survey  just  completed 
by  the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting 
Service  discloses. 

The  294,000  horses  and  colts  on 
farms  in  this  State  have  a  per  head 
value  of  $147.  The  per  head  value  a 
year  ago  was  $140  and  two  years  ago 
was  $123.  The  total  value  of  these 
horses  and  colts  is  $43,140,000. 

There  are  54,000  mules  and  mule 
colts  in  this  State,  with  a  total  value 
of  $8,431,000.  Their  per  head  value  is 
$156,  compared  with  $149  last  year 
and  $117  in  1935. 

The  cattle  population  numbers 
1,469,000  with  a  total  value  of  $81,- 
269,000.  Their  value  a  year  ago  was 
$77,116,000  and  two  years  ago  was 
$51,588,000.  The  per  head  value  in- 
creased from  $35.10  in  1935  to  $52.50 
in  1936,  and  to  a  present  value  of 
$55.30. 

Cows  and  heifers  two  years  old  or 
over  and  kept  for  milk  number  887,- 
000  and  have  a  total  value  of  $63,- 
864,000.  A  year  ago  their  value  was 
$60,316,000  and  two  years  ago  it  was 
$40,725,000.  The  per  head  value  is  $72 
compared  with  $68  last  year  and  $45 
two  years  ago. 

There  are  462,000  sheep  and  lambs 
on  the  farms  of  this  State.  Their 
total  value  two  years  ago  was  $1,808,- 

000.  It  increased  to  $2,676,000  January 

1,  1936  and  dropped  last  month  to 
$2,480,000.  The  per  head  value  was 
$3.90  in  1935,  $5.80  in  1936  and  $5.40 
last  month. 

There  was  an  8  percent  increase  in 
the  number  of  hogs  and  pigs  last  year. 
They  now  total  652,000  and  have  a 
value  of  $8,399,000.  The  1936  valua- 
tion was  $8,253,000  and  the  1935  val- 
uation was  $4,465,000.  The  range  of 
per  head  values  was  $8.10  in  1935, 
$13.70  in  1936  and  $12.90  this  year. 


000 


m  annual  income  will  benefit. 


WAREHOUSES  REPORT 

REDUCED  RESERVES 

Reserves  of  butter  and  eggs  in  the 
sixty-eight  licensed  cold  storage  ware- 
houses in  Pennsylvania  were  much 
smaller  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1936  than  during  the  preceding  two 
quarters,  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary 
of  Ag^riculture,  said  today.  Poultry, 
fish,  beef,  veal,  mutton  and  game 
stocks  were  heavier  during  the  final 
quarter. 

Reserves  at  the  close  of  the  years 
business  were:  eggs  in  shell,  990,096 
dozen;  eggs  out  of  shell,  2,424,878 
pounds;  butter,  1,993,480  pounds;  poul- 
try, 8,142,301  pounds;  fish,  3,959,686 
pounds;  game,  8,052  pounds;  beef, 
4,058,790  pounds;  veal,  117,328  pounds; 
mutton,  828,734  pounds;  pork,  5,990,- 
119  pounds. 

Stocks  in  these  warehouses  at  the 
close  of  the  third  quarter  were:  eggs 
in  shell,  8,964,713  dozen;  eggs  out  of 
shell,  3,503,674  pounds;  butter,  5,708,- 
469  pounds;  poultry  4,343,973  pounds; 
fish,  2,992,395  pounds;  game  201 
pounds;  beef,  2,685,717  pounds;  veal, 
77,197  pounds;  mutton,  275,794  pounds; 
pork,  3,261,575  pounds. 

GRATITUDE 

Ohio's  gratitude  for  the  services  of 
ten  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture food  agents  during  the  recent 
flood  emergency  is  expressed  in  a  let- 
ter received  by  Secretary  J.  Hansell 
French  from  Earl  H.  Hanefeld,  Di- 
rector of  Agriculture  of  Ohio. 

Director  Hanefeld's  letter  reads  as 
follows : 

"I  want  to  thank  you  very  much 
for  the  fine  contribution  you  made  by 
sending  your  inspectors  to  Cincinnati 
to  help  during  the  flood  period.  I  want 
you  to  know  that  we  appreciate  their 
service,  and  reports  from  the  area  to 
which  they  were  assi^ed  were  very 
complimentary.  Your  mspectors  did  a 
very  good  job  and  are  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  eflRcient  service  they 
rendered." 


FARM  FACTS 

A  cranberry  is  known  by  its  bounce, 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture reports.  Decayed  or  other- 
wise deteriorated  cranberries  won't 
bounce,  so  to  pass  inspection  the  berry 
must  prove  that  it  can  bounce. 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  advised  from  Washing- 
ton that  American  breeders  are  im- 
porting more  purebred  horses  from 
abroad.  Importations  for  the  last  three 
years  were:  1934,  207  horses;  1935, 
419  horses  and  1936,  853  horses. 


Seventeen  principal  livestock  mar- 
kets in  the  United  States  report  to 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, that  56  percent  of  all  cattle 
arrived  by  motor  truck,  that  67  per- 
cent of  all  calves  arrived  by  motor 
truck  and  that  70  percent  of  hogs 
were  shipped  to  market  by  truck. 

There  are  2,800,000  farm  tenants 
in  the  United  States. 


Fifty-two  percent  of  the  wheat  pro- 
duced in  Pennsylvania  is  sold  by  the 
farmers  during  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. The  farmers  dispose  of  twen- 
ty-one percent  of  their  crop  in  August. 

Twenty-two  percent  of  the  com 
produced  in  Pennsylvania  is  sold  by 
the  farmers  in  August  and  September.. 
Sales  in  other  months  range  from  6 
to  9  percent,  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture reports. 


In  spite  of  the  nation-vdde  drought 
and  the  dust  storms  last  summer 
families  aided  by  the  Resettlement 
Administration  have  paid  back  50  per- 
cent of  the  money  due.  Seventy-five 
percent  of  the  payments  were  prompt 
in  those  sections  which  enjoyed  favor- 
able growing  conditions. 


GRAIN   PRICES   CLIMB 

Pennsylvania  grain  prices  increased 
from  three  to  four  cents  a  bushel  in 
February,  it  is  shown  by  the  monthly 
index  of  prices  issued  by  the  Federal- 
State  Crop  Reporting  Service. 

Declining  meat  animal,  dairy  and 
poultry  indexes  forced  down  the  gen- 
eral level  of  farm  product  prices  one 
point.  This  decline  is  attributed  to  the 
mild  winter  and  recovery  from  the 
drought  last  summer. 

The  table  gives  the  Pennsylvania 
farm  prices  in  dollars  for  certain 
products  as  of  February  15,  with  Janu- 
ary and  pre-war  comparisons  revised 
for  both  Pennsylvania  and  United 
States. 

Feb. 
1910-'14 
—     $  .99 


Commodity 

Wheat  per  bu 

Corn    per   bu 

Oats    per    bu 

Barley  per  bu. 

Rye    per   bu 

Buckwheat  per  bu. 

Potatoes   per  bu 

Hay  per  ton- 
Apples  per  bu. 

Hogs  per   100  lbs.. 
Beef  cattle 

per    100    lbs 

Veal  calves 

per    100    lbs. 


Sheep  per   100  lbs. 

Lambs  per  100  lbs 

Milk  cows  per  head — 

Horses  per  head 

Mules  per  head 

Chickens    per   lb. 

Turkeys  per  lb 

Milk   per   100   lbs 

Butter   per  lb. 

Butterfat   per  lb. 

Eggs   per   doz. 

Wool   per  lb. 


.68 
.47 
.69 
.78 
.68 
.74 
16.41 
.83 
7.96 

5.92 

8.04 

4.64 

6.32 

50.44 

167.80 


Jan. 

1937 

$1.30 
.99 
.56 
.84 
.92 
.83 
1.15 

13.80 
1.20 

10.30 


Feb. 

1937 

$1.34 

1.02 

.57 

.88 

.92 

.86 

1.25 

13.70 

1.20 

10.00 


7.60         7.50 


.129 


1.77 
.32 


Farm  Price  Index 

UNITED  STATES 
Grain    .,. 
Fruits 


Meat  animals 

Dairy  products  

Chickens  and  eggs 
Unclassified  


PENNSYLVANIA  _ 

Grain    

Fruits 


Meat  animals 

Dairy  products  — 
Chickens  and  eggs , 
Unclassified    


Prices  Farmers  Pay 
PENNSYLVANIA  _ 
UNITED  STATES  __ 


.278 
.232 

Pre-war 

Base 

100 
.  100 
,  100 
.     100 

100 

100 
.      100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 


10.50 

4.60 

8.70 

76.00 

146.00 

145.00 

.166 

.22 

2.25 

.35 

.36 

.261 

.36 


131 
143 
105 
128 
128 
110 
182 


124 
131 
149 
127 
134 
107 
120 


128 
128 


10.20 

5.10 

9.10 

75.00 

150.00 

152.00 

.166 

.22 

2.25 

.34 

.35 

.221 

.34 


127 
146 
127 
126 
126 
101 
147 
123 
135 
149 
124 
133 
94 
126 


129 
129 
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ALL  COUNTIES  BENEHTED 

UNDER  HRST  A.A.A.  PROGRAM 

Rentals  and  benefit  payments  totaling  $4,406,215.10  were  collected  by  the 
f aimers  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  original  Agriculture  Adjustment  Adminis- 
tration program  up  to  January  31,  1937,  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, announced  today.  Additional  claims  are  still  in  process  of  adjustment. 

This  sum  does  not  include  payments  under  the  Soil  Conservation  Act,  which 
superseded  the  A.A.A.  after  the  invalidation  of  the  latter  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 

Tobacco  powers  in  this  State  received  $2,552,265.34  under  the  original  farm 
reconstruction  plan.  Wheat  contracts  totaled  $987,299.34  and  corn-hog  contracts 
totaled  $866,650.43. 

Payments  by  counties  from  1933  to  January  31,  1937,  were: 


County  Total 

Adams    $  102,314.87 

Allegheny    2,293.43 

Armstrong 1,105.83 

Beaver    3,096.53 

Bedford    18,762.97 

Berks    101,376.10 


21,404.50 
8,767.14 

38,359.20 
5,548.74 
1,643.04 
1,927.80 

25,052.39 
Chester  124,599.91 


Blair  .  .  . 
Bradford 
Bucks  . . 
Butler  .. 
Cambria 
Carbon  . 
Centre 


Clarion  . 
Clearfield 
Clinton  • 
Columbia 
Crawford 


3,528.24 

658.15 

37,509.15 

44,272.29 

4,941.05 


Cumberland   129,306.29 


47,210.18 
26,730.85 
1,077.06 
2,920.70 
2,104.99 
365.78 
Franklin   272,565.30 


Dauphin 
Delaware 
Elk  .... 
Erie  . . . 
Fayette  . 
Forest  . . 


Fulton    . . . 

Greene  

Huntingdon 
Indiana  . . . 
Jefferson  . 
Juniata   . . . 


21,811.80 
20,874.26 
21,536.41 
3,242.77 
6,689.31 
15,163.65 

Lancaster 2,613,007.97 

Lawrence   2,234.22 

Lebanon    56,252.77 

Lehigh    33,2B5.57 

Luzerne   13,271.69 

Lycoming 28,508.72 

McKean    62.00 

Mercer    4,457.91 

Mifflin 6,354.67 

Monroe   666.28 

Montgomery    71,194.67 

Montour  22,450.53 

Northampton 34,672.16 

Northumberland   31,132.86 

Perry    52,237.44 

Potter  642.92 

Schuvlkill     13,940.61 

Snyder    14,429.50 

Somerset    6,388.12 

Sullivan    3,615.69 

Susquehanna   6,710.83 

Tioga    14,037.83 

Union    56,982.77 

Venango   2,454.68 

Warren 1,803.25 

Washington   10,851.22 

Westmoreland   2,320.95 

York    283,506.59 


Wheat 
\  55,441.02 

303.47 

219.09 

11,344.88 

45,544.94 

11,795.69 

1,303.28 

16,806.06 

2,855.76 

462.34 

1,927.80 

13,195.26 

34,525.00 

464.44 

5,187.62 

26,779.70 

451.66 

43,587.37 

17,531.10 

144.48 

224.ii 

121.50 

365.78 

173,092.48 

11,340.42 

'2,853.52 

342.57 

4,732.55 

127,745.12 

411.53 

17,422.82 

24,991.30 

11,213.82 

11,286.16 

'  1*229.48 
5,665.43 

'7,121.16 
19,861.79 
26,921.03 
21,896.27 
27,800.44 

13,630.56 
12,026.00 


Tobacco 


$ 


5,035.41 
i,'846.96 


Corn-Hog 

$  46,873.85 

2,293.43 

802.36 

2,877.44 

7,418.09 

50,795.75 
9,608.81 
5,616.96 

21,553.14 
2,692.98 
1,180.70 


59,375.60 


24,707.83 


6,764.27 


1,125.66 
2,308,275.00 


28,664.63 


6,023.08 


14,037.83 


55,094.13 
363.43 

'2,655.39 

207.63 

116,812.02 


96,409.12 


11,857.13 

30,699.31 

3,063.80 

658.15 

7,613.70 

17,492.59 

4,489.39 

85,718.92 

22,914.81 

26,586.37 

1,077.06 

2,696.59 

1,983.49 

99,472.82 

10,471.38 

20,874.26 

18,682.89 

3,242.77 

6,346.74 

9,305.44 

76,987.85 

1,822.69 

10,165.32 

8,274.27 

2,057.87 

11,199.48 

62.00 

3,228.43 

689.24 

666.28 

64,073.51 

2,588.74 

7,751.13 

9,236.59 

24,437.00 

642.92 

310.11 

2,403.50 

6,388.12 

3,615.69 

6,710.83 

'i,'8'8'8.64 
2,091.25 
1,803.25 
8,195.83 
2,113.32 

70,285.45 


Totals   $4,406,215.10      $987,299.34       $2,552,265.33       $866,650.43 


GOVERNOR  URGES 

MORE  FUNDS  FOR 

WORK  FOR  FARM 

Governor  Earle  in  his  budget  recom- 
mendations to  the  State  Legislature 
has  made  provisions  for  the  payment 
of  a  State  cattle  indemnity  for  Bang's 
disease  and  for  the  extension  of  the 
pure  food,  meat  inspection  and  dog 
law  enforcement  work  of  the  Depart- 
"lent  of  Agriculture. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,200,000  is 
recommended  for  the  payment  of  in- 
demnities for  cattle  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  or  Bang's  disease.  This  is 
j60(),000  more  than  was  appropriated 
for  the  present  biennium,  and  will  per- 
"^it  the  payment  for  the  first  time  of 
a  State  indemnity  for  Bang's  disease. 

The  general  fund  appropriation  of 
tfie  Department    of    Agriculture    the 


Governor  would  increase  by  the 
amount  of  $135,000  to  permit  the  em- 
ployment of  ten  more  food  agents, 
five  more  meat  inspectors  and  ten 
more  dog  law  enforcement  officers. 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture, has  assured  the  Governor 
and  the  legislature  that  the  additional 
personnel  and  appropriation  are  es- 
sential to  the  protection  of  the  farm- 
ers, consumers,  legitimate  business 
and  livestock  owners  and  that  they 
will  result  in  the  collection  of  fees 
and  fines  far  in  excess  of  the  ap- 
propriation increase.  Further  saving 
will  be  effected  by  reducing  the 
slaughter  of  livestock  by  dogs  and  by 
reducing  the  claims  for  indemnifica- 
tion for  livestock  killed  by  dogs. 

The  budget  message  also  recom- 
mends that  the  Farm  Show  Commis- 
sion be  given  $25,000  more  to  meet 
the  increasing  demands  imposed  upon 
the  State  Farm  Show  by  its  growing 
popularity. 


FARM  FACTS 

Government  scientists  have  reduced 
the  cost  of  production  of  calcium 
gluconate,  an  important  remedial 
agent,  from  $150  to  25  cents  a  pound, 
thus  opening  a  new  market  for  com, 
the  sugar  from  which  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  chemical. 


The  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration, a  federal  agency,  has  spent 
$1,650,000  in  extending  electric  power 
lines  to  Pennsylvania  farms  which 
were  not  receiving  service  from  public 
utility  companies. 

These  government-financed  and  self- 
liquidating  rural  electrification  proj- 
ects are  as  follows:  Crawford  County, 
$400,000;  Indiana  County,  $125,000; 
Sullivan  County,  $150,000;  Tioga 
County,  $455,000;  Clearfield  County, 
$310,000;  Bradford  County,  $210,000. 


The  average  workingman's  family 
spent  $331  in  1935  for  58  different 
kinds  of  foods  compared  with  $263  in 
1933.  The  farmer  who  furnished  this 
food  received  $138  in  1935  and  $92 
in  1933. 


Slightly  more  than  3  per  cent  of 
the  28,677  cattle  tested  in  Pennsyl- 
vania last  month  for  Bang's  disease 
were  infected.  Tuberculin  tests  on  72,- 
141  cattle  revealed  364  reactors.  There 
are  now  2,769  herds  in  Pennsylvania 
certified  as  free  from  Bang's  disease. 


The  Dog  Law  Enforcement  Division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  1,887  stray  dogs 
destroyed  in  February  by  local  police 
officers  and  32  by  State  agents.  The 
State  paid  88  claims  totaling  $1,329.10 
for  livestock  killed  by  uncontrolled 
dogs. 


Commercial  freezing  of  fruit  was  in- 
troduced into  the  United  States  in 
1910  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Last 
year  about  87,000,000  pounds  were 
frozen  in  this  country.  The  first  ex- 
periments with  the  commercial  freez- 
ing of  vegetables  were  in  1929.  Twenty 
companies  are  now  freezing  more 
than  16,000,000  pounds  of  vegetables 
a  year  in  the  United  States. 


Superior   Court   Decides 

For  State   Milk   Board 

The  Pennsylvania  Milk  Control 
Board  won  a  decision  from  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Pennsylvania  against 
the  Eisenhart  Dairy,  York,  which  had 
been  brought  into  court  by  the  board 
for  refusal  to  pay  prices  to  producers 
as  fixed  by  the  board. 

The  York  County  Court  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  board,  and  the  dealer  ap- 
pealed to  the  Superior  Court  on  the 
grounds  that  the  creation  of  the  Milk 
Control  Board  violated  the  provision 
in  the  Federal  Constitution  which  for- 
bids states  to  pass  laws  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contract. 

The  decision  of  the  court,  given  by 
President  Judge  Keller,  stated  that 
the  defense  of  the  dealer  was  "wholly 
without  merit." 


Egg-Laying    Contest 

Produces  Quality  Eggs 

Pennsylvania's  Official  Egg-Laying 
Contest  produced  199,392  eggs  during 
the  last  contest  year.  They  were 
marketed  through  a  Harrisburg  chain 
of  restaurants,  the  proceeds  aiding  in 
maintaining  the  contest. 

During  the  year  the  contest  sold 
16,616  dozens  of  eggs,  of  which  10,- 
514  dozens  were  large  fancy  eggs. 
The  contest  chickens  also  produced 
2,298  dozens  of  medium  white,  2,900 
dozens  of  large  brown  and  800  dozens 
of  medium  brown  eggs.  There  were 
104  dozens  in  the  smaller  sizes. 
Eighty-one  per  cent  of  the  eggs  were 
large,  more  than  18  per  cent  were 
medium  and  less  than  one  per  cent 
were  small. 

From  its  eggs  the  contest  realized 
$5,034.20.  It  collected  $1500  in  fees 
from  contestants. 
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FEDERAL  LOANS  BENEFIT 

NINE  PERCENT  OF  FARMS 

Pennsylvania  farmers  have  borrowed  $9,363,800  from  the  Federal  Land  Banks, 
•9  375,800  from  the  Land  Bank  Commissioner,  $6,330,393  from  the  production 
credit  associations  and  $777,310  in  emergency  crop  loans,  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  reports  as  of  January  31,  1937. 

These  loans  have  aided  17,929  farmers,  or  9  percent  of  the  State's  farmers. 

Farm  refinancing  through  Federal  Land  Bank  and  Land  Bank  Commissioner 
loans  reduced  the  farm  indebtedness  of  the  State  by  $1,383,000  with  a  resultant 
annual  interest  saving  of  $268,000. 

The  Farm  Debt  Adjustment  Administration  up  to  February  1  had  reduced 
the  indebtedness  of  1,074  Pennsylvania  farmers  by  $555,956  through  adjust- 
ment of  their  debts.  Through  these  adjustments  $78,633  in  overdue  taxes  were 
paid. 

J  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  chairman  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Advisory  Committee  of  the  Farm  Debt  Adjustment  Administration,  re- 
ports the  debt  adjustments  by  counties  as  follows: 


County 


Cases 
Adjusted 


Adams 23 

Allegheny » 

Armetrontf ^ 

Beav»'r ^° 

Bedford r^ 

Berks *» 

Bhiir ]l 

Bradford 16 

Buckfl fO 

Butler l| 

Cambria o 

Camt^on 2 

Carbon 3 

Centre 9 

ClieHttr 34 

Clarion 13 

Clearfield 6 

Clinton 24 

Columbia 25 

Crawford 27 

Cumberland 43 

Dauphin 9 

Delaware 4 

Elk 7 

Erie 18 

Kay.tte 13 

Fore.sl 

Franklin 73 

Fulton 1 

Greene 8 

Huntingdon 17 

liidi;in;t 12 

JetlerHun 9 

Juniata 10 

LjuUh  wanna 9 

Lancaster 38 

Lawrence 6 

Lebanon 17 

LehiRh 21 

Luzerne 28 

Lycominj? 30 

McKean 3 

Mercer 8 

MilTlin 14 

Monioe 7 

Montgomery 26 

Montour 3 

N'orthampton 38 

Northumberland 11 

Perry 12 

Philadelphia .... 

I'ike 

I'otler 10 

yclniylkill 7 

Snyder 11 

Sonier»«»t 16 

Sullivan 9 

SuH((uehanna 15 

Tioj,'a 4 

Union 20 

VenanKo 5 

Wairen 1 

Washington 28 

Wayne 30 

Wt'stmoreland 23 

Wyotninp: 22 

^'ork 5g 


Original 
Indebtedness 

$103,778 
36.602 

3,721 
16.158 
61.419 
56.939 
41.747 
58,525 
239.748 
55.964 
30.469 

2.455 
63.525 
76.460 
206,979 
43.820 
11.729 
68.572 
76.860 
36.732 
105.562 
11.798 

7.144 
10,767 
57.866 
56,672 


Reduction 

%   3.779 

6,543 

908 

2.728 

14.243 

8.427 

6.083 

7.186 

32.990 

3.482 

726 

75 

8,573 

22.723 

55,845 

5.990 

2.996 

7,868 

2.870 

1.804 

9,767 

33 

897 

780 

416 

5,537 


Taxes 
Paid 

I  537 
1.136 


65.018 
424 
63.343 
52.626 
34.419 
25.858 
19.796 
42.454 

252.200 
49.175 

141.248 
60,152 
82,507 

112.976 
2.040 
27,121 
17.275 
48.253 
89.422 
10.601 

207,194 
45.491 
14,591 


7.665 
54 

17.611 
5.400 

17,450 
2,801 
1,700 
2.776 

31.995 

16,600 

15.933 
9.392 
5.028 

16.196 
225 
4,101 
1,163 
5.609 
9,164 
125 

14.216 

2.226 

465 


818 

777 

1.025 

1.545 

1.905 

1.415 

533 

48 

2;b72 

650 

3.020 

1.070 

706 

1.564 

2.222 

1.709 

959 

200 

i7i9i 

660 

2.080 

1.368 

iM'i 

774 

3.375 

716 

618 

664 

2.135 

570 

356 

2,587 

4,140 

2,833 

515 

350 

1.250 

628 

864 

333 

2.899 

1.867 

35 


28,826 
20.948 
71.109 
59.653 
27.581 
71.745 
6.096 
56.463 
14.424 


5.976 

854 

14.102 

9.603 

1.630 

10.291 

276 

4.605 

43 


167.375 
73,808 
81,766 
46.819 

242.596 


51.234 
2.816 
5,919 
4.175 

43,240 


481 
693 

1,974 
703 
374 

1,877 

366 

992 

40 

i.'i'oi 

1.630 
2.760 
1.677 
2.351 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 
TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  MARCH  1,  1987* 


Rank 


Stat© 


Feb.  1  Mar.  1 


E.  B.  Parmenter  (Pen  77) Massachusetts  4 

E.  I^.  Parmenter  (Pen  78) Massachusetts  1 

A.  Leader  (Pen  4) Pennsylvania    8 


Guy 


^  A.  Hanson - Oregon  2 

foreman  Poultry  Farm Michigran  6 

A.  M.  Wolgemuth Pennsylvania  6 

'♦uy  A.  Leader  (Pen  5) Pennsylvania  7 

Kinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania  12 

Mlllbrook  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania  8 

l^elghton  Bros Indiana     10 


1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


I'oints 

to 

Date 

1262.00 
1260.05 
1244.90 
1241.30 
1224.76 
1214.90 
1200.30 
1169.00 
1168.46 
1157.86 


Eggs 

to 
Date 

1233 
1212 
1241 
1210 
1228 
1244 
1219 
1172 
1221 
1145 


T  *E.  B.  Parmenter'a  pens  are  Rhode  Island  Red.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White 


>rns. 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1934-1937 


Percent 
Production 

ruary,    1937  65.44 

1936  68.74 

1935  68.40 

1934  66.77 


Month 

Feb 
February. 

February. 


Average 

Points 

Per  Bird 

96.58 
102.60 
101.23 

97.15 


Average     Average 

Eggs     Egg  Weight    Percent 
Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Doz.  Mortality 


98.82 
104.49 
103.40 

99.82 


23.6 
23.6 
23.6 
23.6 


12.75 
9.23 
9.01 
9.29 


FARM  FACTS 

Farm  implement  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States  last  year  doubled 
their  net  profits  over  1935.  Their  net 
profits  totaled  $24,063,000  in  1936.  J. 
Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, cities  these  figures  as  evidence 
of  greater  farm  prosperity  and  im- 
proved farm  credit. 


Net  profits  of  the  meat  packers  of 
the  nation  were  $4,000,000  more  in 
1936  than  in  1935.  They  totaled  $30,- 
160,000  last  year.  The  increase  in  net 
profit  of  the  farmers  who  supplied  the 
livestock  will  exceed  that  of  the  pack- 
ers, the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting 
Service  claims. 


Ck>nsumption  of  fats  and  oils  in  the 
United  States  last  year  was  the  high- 
est on  record.  It  totaled  9,000,000,000 
pounds,  or  12  percent  more  than  the 
depression  low.  Only  830,000,000 
pounds  were  produced  in  America  last 
year.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
predicts  a  still  larger  demand  this 
year  with  very  little  increase  in  the 
domestic  production. 


Employment  in  the  canning  indus- 
try in  the  United  States  last  year 
was  105  percent  of  the  1929  total.  This 
is  the  highest  percentage  shown  by 
any  of  the  forty  industries  reported 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  the  opening  of 
a  new  mushroom  cannery  in  (IJhester 
County,  of  a  new  tomato  cannery  in 
Cumberland  County  and  of  a  new 
com  cannery  in  Blair  County. 


Lancaster  County  had  189  tomato 
growers  who  produced  ten  tons  or 
more  to  the  acre  in  1936,  a  record 
never  before  equaled  by  any  county 
in  the  United  States,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bureau  of  Markets  reports. 


The  Mcintosh  apple  originated  on 
the  farm  of  John  Mcintosh,  three 
miles  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River 
at  Iroquois,  Ontario,  Canada.  The 
original  tree  was  discovered  by  Mc- 
intosh while  making  a  clearing. 


DEPARTMENT 
WINS  FILLED 
MILK  CASE 

Pennsylvania's  Filled  Milk  Law, 
which  protects  the  farmers  against 
milk  fat  substitutes,  was  upheld  by 
the  Dauphin  County  Courts  in  a  case 
brought  by  a  manufacturer  who  had 
been  barred  by  the  State  Department 
of  Agrriculture  from  selling  his  prod- 
ucts in  this  State. 

The  courts  upheld  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  act  and  sustained  the 
position  of  the  Department  of  Agn*i- 
culture  that  filled  milk  cannot  be 
legally  sold  in  Pennsylvania. 

Filled  milk  is  a  combination  of  skim 
milk  and  a  vegetable  oil.  The  products 
involved  in  this  case  were  "Carolene" 
and  "Milnut,"  which  contain  6  per- 
cent of  cocoanut  oil. 

The  Carolene  Products  Company  of 
Michigan  sought  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain the  Bureau  of  Foods  and 
Chemistry  from  arresting  wholesalers 
and  retailers  for  the  sale  of  its  prod- 
ucts in  this  State.  Several  arrests 
were  made  in  the  Pittsburgh  area. 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  describes  the  court  de- 
cision as  a  victory  for  the  dairy 
farmers  of  the  State.  Filled  milk  is  a 
cheap  substitute  for  fluid  milk  and  de- 
prives the  farmer  of  a  market  for  his 
butter  fat. 

Pennsylvania  is  the  second  state  to 
uphold  the  constitutionality  of  filled 
milk  laws.  The  West  Virginia  Circuit 
Courts  recently  upheld  the  act  of  that 
state.  The  laws  of  several  other  states 
have  been  ruled  unconstitutional. 
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BRAMBLE  PLANT 
APPLICATIONS 
DUE  IN  MAY 

Growers  desiring  to  sell  raspberry 
or  blackberry  plants  next  fall  or  in 
the  spring  of  1938  must  make  ap- 
plication for  State  inspection  before 
May  15,  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustrj',  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  announced  today. 

A  number  of  growers  with  plants 
now  ready  for  replanting  on  berry 
farms  have  been  refused  certificates 
of  inspection  during  the  past  month 
because  they  failed  to  apply  for  in- 
spection last  spring. 

Bramble  plants  will  be  inspected 
this  year  during  three  periods — May 
and  June,  July  and  August,  and  Sep- 
tember. Three  inspections  are  re- 
quired for  certification. 

Under  the  Plant  Pest  Act  it  is  un- 
lawful to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  bram- 
ble plants  which  have  not  been  in- 
spected and  certified  by  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry. 

Berry  farmers  are  warned  by  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, against  buying  uninspected  and 
uncertified  bramble   plants. 

It  is  hazardous  to  plant  uninspected 
bramble  plants.  While  inspection  and 
certification  will  not  guarantee  plants 
that  are  disease-free,  it  will  assure 
the  buyer  that  he  is  getting  plants 
that  are  reasonably  free  from  such 
serious  diseases  as  crown  gall,  leaf 
curl,  mosaic,  streak  and  wilt.  It  takes 
at  least  two  years  from  the  time  a 
planting  is  set  out  to  bring  it  into 
production.  A  grower  who  sets  out 
uncertified  plants  may  not  know  that 
they  are  badly  diseased  until  the 
plants  reach  bearing  age.  Plants 
severely  infected  with  these  diseases 
produce  unmarketable  seedy  berries. 

So  far  as  we  know  there  is  no 
cure  for  plants  infected  with  these 
diseases.  The  only  known  means  of 
control  is  to  pull  out  and  destroy  the 
plants  by  burning.  Plantings  are  fre- 
quently so  badly  diseased  that  the 
entire  planting  must  be  destroyed. 
Growers  who  have  plantings  of  this 
kind  not  only  lose  their  plants  but 
also  waste  their  labor  and  the  ex- 
pense of  bringing  the  planting  into 
production. 


SEASON  CONTROLS 
POTATO  DISEASE 

Potato  wart,  a  destructive  disease 
of  the  Irish  potato  and  introduced 
into  Pennsylvania  by  potatoes  im- 
ported from  Europe  is  found  to  at- 
tack Pennsylvania  potatoes  only  in 
sections  having  a  normal  growing 
season  of  approximately  130  days, 
control  experiments  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  have 
disclosed. 

R.  H.  Bell,  director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  considers  this  dis- 
covery as  highly  significant.  Prior 
to  making  this  discovery  plant  path- 
ologists had  very  limited  information 
J?  to  where  to  expect  to  find  the 
disease  or  where  to  confine  their  con- 
trol efforts. 

R-  E.  Hartman,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  potato  wart  control  work  in 
Pennsylvania,  has  charted  the  State 
on  the  basis  of  length  of  growing 
season.  His  chart  places  sections  of 
Schuylkill,  Luzerne,  Wayne,  Lacka- 
^'anna,  Pike,  Monroe,  Carbon,  Sus- 
juehanna,  Fulton,  Huntingdon,  Bed- 
ord,  Blair,  Cambria,  Clearfield,  Cen- 
ter, Sullivan,  Bradford,  Tioga,  Mc- 
Lean, Warren,  Forest,  Lycoming, 
J'linton,  Potter,  Clarion,  Jefferson, 
Armstrong  and  Indiana  Counties  in 
^^*^  130-day  zone.  In  other  sections 
oi  these    counties    the    growing    sea- 

f^  IS  either  more  or  less  than  130 

days. 

Potato  wart  infection  has  been 
jound  in  Schuylkill,  Luzerne,  Car- 
bon, Sullivan,  Center,  Clearfield, 
J-ambria,  Huntingdon,  Fulton,  Bed- 
ora,  Lackawanna,  Somerset  and 
Armstrong  Counties. 

ihe  [growing  season   in   this   State 
^*"es  from  90  to  200  days. 


FARM  PRICES 

GAIN  A  POINT 

Farm  product  prices  in  Pennsyl- 
vania recovered  a  point  in  March 
after  a  slight  February  slump,  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, announced  today  on  the  basis  of 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
figures.  March  prices  were  the  high- 
est for  that  month  since  1930. 

Sharp  increases  in  prices  received 
for  cotton,  cottonseed,  cattle,  sheep, 
lambs,  and  fruit,  and  moderate  up- 
turns in  the  prices  of  corn,  sweetpo- 
tatoes,  butterfat  and  chickens  were 
the  principal  factors  contributing  to 
the  rise  in  the  index  from  February 
to  March.  These  gains  were  partially 
offset  by  the  downturns  recorded  for 
small  grains,  tobacco,  veal  calves,  and 
eggs. 

The  table  gives  the  Pennsylvania 
and  United  States  farm  prices  in  dol- 
lars for  certain  products  as  of  March 
15,  with  February  and  pre-war  com- 
parisons revised. 

March     Feb.     March 
Commodity  1910-'14     1937    1937 

Wheat   per  hu $1.00     $1.34  $1.34 

Corn  per  bu .69       1.02  1.03 

Oats   per  bu 49         .57  .57 

Barley   per  bu .70         .88  .87 

Rye     per    bu .79         .92  .94 

Buckwheat   per   bu 68         .86  .87 

Potatoes   per   bu.. 74       1.25  1.25 

Hay   per   ton 16.55     13.70  13.70 

Apples  per  bu .89       1.20  1.30 

Hops    per    100    lbs. 8.08     10.00  10.00 

Beef  cattle   per    100   lbs.       6.20       7.50  7.70 

Veal   calves  per   100  lbs....     8.04     10.20  9.80 

Sheep   per    100   lbs 4.98       5.10  5.20 

Lambs   per    100   lbs _       6.56       9.10  9.50 

Milk  cows   per  head 51.44     75.00  73.00 

Horses     per    head 175.00  150.00  161.00 

Mules    per    head _ 152.00  158.00 

Chickens    per    lb .133       .166       .175 

Turkeys    per    lb .22  .22 

Milk   per    100   lbs 1.68       2.25  2.25 

Butter    per    lb _ 31          .34  .34 

Butterfat     per    lb 35  .36 

Epps    per    doz _ 230       .221        .222 

Wool    per    lb .226       .34  .35 

Pre-war 
FARM    PRICE   INDEX    base 

UNITED   STATES  100  127  128 

Grain    100  146  145 

Fruits 100  127  133 

Meat  animals  _ 100  126  129 

Dairy  products  _ 100  126  125 

Chickens  and  eggs  _ 100  101  102 

Unclassified     100  147  140 

PENNSYLVANIA     100  123  124 

Grain 100  135  135 

Fruits  100  149  162 

Meat  animals  100  124  125 

Dairy  products  100  133  133 

Chickens   and   eggs 100  94  96 

Unclassified „  ._ 100  126  126 

PRICES    FARMERS  PAY 

PENNSYLVANIA  __  100  129  130 

UNITED   STATES   ...  100  129  130 


Growers  Report  Fruit 

Prospects  Good  In  State 

Reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  from  ten  counties  in 
the  central  part  of  the  State,  two 
in  the  north-western,  four  in  the 
south-western,  seven  in  the  north- 
eastern and  nine  in  the  south-eastern, 
indicate  that  the  prospects  for  all 
kinds  of  fruit  in  Pennsylvania  this 
coming  season  are  unusually  good. 

Some  orchardists  continue  to  speak 
of  the  lingering  effects  of  the  serious 
1935-1936  winter.  Many  trees  weak- 
ened by  the  severe  cold  of  that  win- 
ter have  not  fully  recovered.  This 
seems  to  be  particularly  true  through- 
out the  western  and  north-western 
part  of  the  State. 

Prospects  for  apples  and  peaches, 
particularly  in  the  southeastern  coun- 
ties are  generally  above  the  average. 
Peach  buds,  however,  are  farther  ad- 
vanced than  usual  for  this  time  of 
year.  Cool  weather  for  the  next  few 
weeks  will  be  badly  needed  to  over- 
come the  risk  of  Spring  fro^  injury. 

Prospects  for  cherries  and  plums 
are  reported  as  fair  to  good,  indicat- 
ing ample  bloom  to  provide  a  full 
crop,  unless  the  weather  turns  warm 
and  then  Spring  frosts  occur. 

Prospects  for  small  fruits  are  also 
reported  as  very  favorable. 
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FARM  FACTS 

United  States  soybean  production 
this  year  may  be  as  high  as  44,000,000 
bushels  or  as  low  as  34,000,000 
bushels,  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture estimates.  The  estimated  acreage 
is  6,300,000  acres. 


February  income  from  the  sales  of 
farm  products  was  12  percent  higher 
than  that  of  February  a  year  ago,  the 
National  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  reports.  Total  February  in- 
come of  American  farmers  was  $504,- 
000,000. 


Colored  farm  owners  in  Pennsyl- 
vania exceed  the  number  of  colored 
farm  tenants,  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  reports.  Col- 
ored owners  cultivate  3,239  acres,  col- 
ored part  owners  cultivate  329  acres, 
colored  managers  cultivate  977  acres 
and  colored  tenants  cultivate  2,638 
acres. 


Reciprocal  trade  agreements  with 
Canada,  which  reduced  the  tariff  on 
cream  from  56.6  cents  to  35  cents  per 
gallon,  haven't  flooded  the  United 
States  with  Canadian  cream.  Only 
44,000  gallons  were  imported  last 
year. 


STATE  ISSUES 

SEED  REPORT 

Pennsylvania  farmers  spent  ap- 
proximately $6,000,000  in  1936  for 
hay,  wheat,  corn,  oats,  barley,  rye 
and  buckwheat  seed,  it  is  shown  by 
the  annual  "Report  of  Seed  Analyses" 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture today.  This  seed  produced  crops 
valued  at  $126,000,000,  compared 
with  $84,000,000  in  1933  when  $5,- 
500,000  was  spent  for  seed. 

The  report  states  that  "millions  of 
dollars  were  expended  for  seeds  used 
in  growing  vegetables,  flowers  and 
lawns." 

Three  thousand  seedsmen  do  busi- 
ness in  the  State.  State  seed  inspec- 
tors collect  samples  of  seed  they  offer 
for  sale  and  send  them  to  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry's  seed  laboratory 
in  Harrisburg  for  analysis  for  purity 
and   germination. 

Tests  during  1936  disclosed  only 
thirty-nine  illegal  samples.  Violations 
involved  the  exceeding  of  tolerances, 
mis-branding,  excessive  dodder  and 
incomplete  labeling.  Approximately 
3,000  tests  were  made.  There  were 
69  violations  in  1935,  and  89  in  1933. 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  summarizes  the  value  of 
the  seed  inspection  work  as  follows: 

"The  farmer  is  informed  as  to  the 
quality  of  seeds  offered  for  sale  and 
protected  against  the  dishonest  seeds- 
men, many  of  whom  are  without  the 
State. 

"The  farmer  secures  a  better  qual- 
ity of  seeds,  higher  in  purity  and 
germination,  which  are  basic  factors 
in  securing  a  good  crop  and  better 
returns  for  their  labor. 

"It  prevents  the  sale  of  seeds  which 
contain  an  excess  amount  of  weed 
seeds  and  the  seeds  of  certain  nox- 
ious weeds. 

"The  honest  seed  dealer  is  pro- 
tected against  the  dishonest  dealer 
who  will  sell  impure  and  low  qual- 
ity seeds  in  unfair  competition." 

Dr.  E.  M.  Gressj  State  Botanist, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  seed  inspec- 
tion work,  stated  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  seed  report  that  the  farm- 
ers of  this  State  are  receiving  a  bet- 
ter grade  of  seed  than  ever  before 
and  that  the  wholesale  and  retail 
seed.'^men  are  cooperating  with  the 
Department  in  enforcing  the  Seed 
Law.  He  pointed  out  that  relatively 
few  seedsmen  handle  a  poor  grade 
of  seed  and  that  the  experienced 
farmer  buys  seed  on  quality  rather 
than  on  price. 

Copies  of  the  Report  may  be  ob- 
tained by  writing  for  bulletin  No. 
542  to  the  Office  of  Information,  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Room  127, 
South  Office  Building,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 
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3200-BIRD 
FLOCKS  ON 
PENNA.  FARMS 

There  are  fifty-one  farms  in  Penn- 
sylvania which  have  poultry  flocks  of 
more  than  3,200  chickens  more  than 
three  months  old,  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture  reports. 

Of  the  167,368  farms  in  the  State 
reporting  poultry  flocks,  120  have 
flocks  of  2,500  or  more  birds  and  800 
have  flocks  of  from  1,000  to  2,500 
birds. 

Flocks  under  400  birds  predominate. 
Those  reporting  less  than  50  birds 
number  71,186,  from  50  to  100  birds, 
44,299,  and  those  reporting  from  100 
to  200  birds  number  31,057.  There  are 
14,728  flocks  v^rith  from  200  to  400 
chickens. 

The  survey  showed  a  chicken  popu- 
lation over  three  months  old  of  16,- 
520,302,  an  increase  of  1,100,000  in 
five  years.  A  total  of  23,597,982 
chickens  raised  per  year  and  an  egg 
production  of  112,217,347  dozens  are 
reported. 

There  are  more  poultry  flocks  in 
Pennsylvania  than  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  combined. 


Egg  Auctions  In  State 

Report  Rapid  Growth 

Five  Pennsylvania  egg  auctions  sold 
189,562  cases  of  eggs  last  year,  J. 
Han.^ell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, announced  today. 

Sales  last  year  exceeded  the  1935 
sales  by  33,582  cases  and  were  the 
highest  on  record.  Six  years  ago  they 
totaled  only  7,736  cases. 

These  auctions  are  at  Doylestown, 
New  Holland,  Coatesville,  Butler,  the 
Tri-County  Auction  at  Center  Point, 
Montgomery  County,  and  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Auction  at  Bethlehem. 

Sales  last  year  by  auctions  were: 
Doylestown,  54,261  cases;  Tri-County, 
3G,700;  Lehigh  Valley,  25,156;  New 
Holland,  12,247;  Coatesville,  20,172; 
Butler,  41,026. 

Total  sales  for  the  six  auctions  by 
months  were:  January  15,200;  Feb- 
ruary, 12,058;  March,  17,602;  April, 
16,944;  May,  18,187;  June,  17,396; 
July,  14,945;  August,  14,778;  Septem- 
ber, 13,532;  October,  14,334;  Novem- 
ber, 14,664;  December,  19,922. 


FARM  SHOW'S 

PROnXS  RISE 

Receipts  of  the  1937  Pennsylvania 
Farm    Show    exceeded   those    of   the 

1936  show  by  $6,000,  Howard  G.  Eisa- 
man,  director,  reported  to  the  Farm 
Show  Commission  at  a  meeting  in 
Harrisburg.   Total   revenue   from  the 

1937  show  was  $62,872.44. 
Commercial    exhibitors    contributed 

to  this  augmented  revenue  by  paying 
higher  rental  rates  for  space  in  the 
eleven-acre  Farm  Show  building. 

By  giving  the  frozen  custard  con- 
cessionaire space  on  a  commission 
rather  than  a  rental  basis  the  Farm 
Show  Commission  increased  its  reve- 
nue from  this  source  by  $1,640.30. 

The  Farm  Show  Committee,  on 
which  all  State-wide  agricultural  asso- 
ciations are  represented,  will  meet  in 
the  Senate  Caucus  Room  in  the 
Capitol  at  Harrisburg,  Thursday  eve- 
ning, April  29,  at  7:30  o'clock.  The 
Farm  Show  Commission  will  meet  the 
following  morning  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
oflice  of  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture. 


Reports   Good    Market 

For    Certified    Seed 

Pennsylvania-grown  certified  potato 
seed  is  experiencing  a  strong  market 
this  year  and  all  supplies  will  be  ex- 
hausted much  earlier  than  usual,  J. 
Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, announced  today. 

Most  of  the  growers  of  certified 
seed  have  already  disposed  of  their 
stocks  at  prices  ranging  from  $1.80 
to  $2  per  bushel. 

Certified  bramble  plants  are  in 
greater  demand  and  the  supply  is 
limited. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  re- 
cently certified  shipments  of  Pennsyl- 
vania seed  to  Argentina,  Puerta  Rico, 
Mexico,  Guatemala,  Chile,  Philippine 
Islands,  the  Congo,  Uruguay,  Cuba, 
San  Domingo,  Brazil,  Haiti,  Colombia, 
Venezuela,  Canada,  Egypt  and  Italy. 


French  Honored 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  received  notice  today  of 
his  appointment  as  a  member  of  the 
standing  committee  on  seeds  of  the 
National  Association  of  Conmiission- 
ers.  Secretaries  and  Directors  of  Agri- 
culture. He  was  appointed  by  Walter 
W.  McLaughlin,  president  of  the  as- 
sociation and  Secretary  of  Agpriculture 
of  Illinois. 


CHART  SHOWS  HOW  STATE 

FARM  PRICES  RECOVERED 

Pennsylvania  farmers  are  receiving  an  average  of  70  percent  more  for  their 
seventeen  principal  crops  and  livestock  products  than  they  received  in  1932, 
J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  announced  today. 

Prices  for  nine  of  these  products  have  more  than  doubled  since  1932.  For 
the  other  eight  products  the  present  prices  are  considerably  higher  than  they 
were  six  years  ago. 

The  chart  below  gives  the  average  Pennsylvania  prices  for  the  years  1932, 
1935.  1936  and  1937: 


Commodity 


Unit 


1982 


1935 


19361 


Feb.  15 
1937 


JJheat bii. 

Corn bu. 

Oats bu. 

parley bu. 

Rye bu. 

°uck  wheat bu. 

fotatoes bu. 

Hay  (all) ton 

A^PPlcB bu. 

Hogs cwt. 

feef  Cuttle cwt. 

Veal  Calves cwt. 

^nickene lb. 

Butter  (Farm) lb. 

gf^s ;. doz. 

^'Ik  (wholesale) cwt. 

igbacco lb. 

^Preliminary. 
^December  1st  price. 


(cents) 

57 

49 

29 

42 

45 

43 

48 
9492 

62 
475 
486 
610 

15.5 

23 

18.2 
135 
4.7 


(cents)         (cents) 


84 

78 

40 

Bt 

St 

St 

70 
10092 

75 
910 
710 
840 

17.5 

29 

26.4 
190 

11.0 


101 
101 

61 

75 

78 

76 
115 
14282 

115 

1000 

700 

930 

18.7 

32 

25.7 
195 

11.5 


(cents) 

114 
108 

87 

88 

fS 

88 

Its 

1S70 

120 

1000 

750 

1020 

16.6 

34 

22.1 

225 


FARM  FACTS 

Pennsylvania  poultrymen  sold  270,- 
360  dozens  of  surplus  eggs  to  the 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra- 
tion under  its  recent  purchase  pro- 
gram to  check  falling  egg  prices.  The 
program,  under  which  the  government 
purchased  a  total  of  8,345,000  dozens 
of  surplus  eggs  for  $2,000,000  re- 
sulted in  a  less  than  normal  seasonal 
decline  in  prices,  according  to  J.  Han- 
sell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reported  today  that  fed- 
eral indemnities  totaling  $63,778.47 
were  paid  during  March  on  1,640 
grade  and  462  pure  bred  cattle  con- 
demned for  Bang's  disease. 


"Consumption  of  fertilizer  is  an 
accurate  barometer  of  farm  pros- 
perity," declares  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  "Farm 
product  prices  control  fertilizer  con- 
sumption, thus  we  find  fertilizer  sales 
increasing  as  farm  prices  rise.  In  this 
State  more  fertilizer  was  used  last 
year  than  at  any  time  since  1929  and 
the  1937  consumption  will  probably 
break  all  records.  Consumption  last 
year  was  315,000  tons,  compared  with 
294,937  tons  in  1935  and  with  a  1925- 
1929  average  of  334,395  tons." 


One  industry  which  has  not  followed 
the  trend  toward  monopoly  and  con- 
solidation is  the  fertilizer  industry, 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports.  There  were  670 
fertilizer  plants  in  the  United  States 
last  year,  compared  with  638  in  1929. 
Their  average  output  was  14,700  tons 
in  1929  and  9,650  tons  a  year  ago. 


Discussing  agricultural  trends,  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, points  out  that  since  1928  the 
eight  southern  states  have  taken 
5,000,000  acres  out  of  cotton  produc- 
tion and  put  them  in  com,  wheat,  oats, 
peanuts,  hay  and  soy  beans. 


In  the  eight  southern  states  there 
are  500,000  farms  without  a  cow  and 
600,000  farms  without  a  pig,  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture reports. 


Scientific  research  since  1880  has 
reduced  by  half  the  cost  of  fertilizer 
measured  in  terms  of  plant-food  units. 


Urban  consumers  in  the  United 
States  consume  annually  64,000,000 
gallons  of  cream,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports. 


Production  of  cheddar  cheese  in  the 
United  States  reached  a  total  of  494,- 
000,000  pounds  last  year — the  largest 
output  in  history. 


Government  scientists  are  develop- 
ing a  watermelon  to  meet  these  speci- 
fications: a  tough  rind  for  shipping, 
a  thin  rind,  disease  resistant,  deli- 
cious flavor  and  in  junior  sizes  to  fit 
the  small-family  refrigerator. 


UNIFORM  STANDARDS 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, is  cooperating  with  other  states 
and  the  National  Canners  Association 
in  a  survey  having  as  its  objective 
the  formulation  of  a  more  uniform 
system  of  standards  for  the  certifica- 
tion of  tomato  seed. 

Pennsylvania  is  rapidly  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  states  in  the  pro- 
duction of  certified  seed  and  cannery 
tomatoes. 
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LACK  OF  SNOW 

CROPS  SUFFER 

Winter  grains,  meadows  and  pas- 
tures over  a  large  area  of  Pennsyl- 
vania are  in  a  critical  condition, 
largely  as  a  result  of  the  lack  of 
snow  cover  during  the  winter  and  the 
freezing  and  thawing  of  the  ground 
during  the  month  of  March,  accord- 
inff  to  the  report  issued  today  by  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Ser- 
vice Harrisburg.  However,  favorable 
weather  from  now  till  harvest  time 
may  still  make  good  wheat,  rye  and 
hay  crops.  Damage  to  fruits  up  to 
the  first  of  April  was  negligible. 

In  many  localities  March  snowfall 
was  the  heaviest  of  the  winter,  and  in 
some  localities  practically  all  that  fell. 
High  winds  blew  the  snow  off  the 
fields  and  much  of  the  protection 
which  was  so  urgently  needed  for 
winter  grains  during  the  cold  weather 
was  lost.  In  localities  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  State  the  ground 
was  not  frozen  more  than  two  inches 
deep  during  the  entire  winter,  and 
nowhere  in  the  State  to  a  depth  of 
more  than  12  inches. 

Little  plowing  was  done  during  the 
month.  Outdoor  activities  were  limited 
largely  to  hauling  manure.  In  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  State  a  few 
potatoes  have  been  planted.  Monthly 
wages  of  farm  labor  are  reported 
from  two  to  four  dollars  higher  than 
a  year  ago,  but  the  farm  labor  situa- 
tion continues  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Prices  are  generally  reported  good 
and  further  improvement  in  agricul- 
tural conditions  is  anticipated. 

Condition  of  winter  grains  was 
generally  fair  on  March  1,  and,  de- 
spite the  adverse  weather  during  the 
month,  the  outlook  April  1  for  both 
wheat  and  rye,  though  critical,  was 
still  slightly  above  the  10-year  aver- 
age on  that  date.  Snow  cover,  the 
lightest  since  the  winter  of  1931-32 
and  in  some  localities  reported  the 
lightest  in  50  years,  averaged  only 
2.3  weeks,  compared  with  9.7  weeks 
during  the  winter  of  1935-36  and  the 
1930-31  to  1934-35  average  of  3.3 
weeks.  Especially  in  the  region  north- 
west of  the  mountains  considerable 
abandonment  of  wheat  is  expected — 
the  plants  are  brown  or  on  top  of  the 
ground.  Damage  to  late-sown  rye  is 
unusually  heavy. 

Stocks  of  wheat  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  are  about  19  percent  of  last 
year's  crop,  corn  for  grain  about  44 
percent  and  oats  about  42  percent. 
That  is  to  say,  compared  with  April 
1,  1936,  farmers  have  on  hand  7  per- 
cent less  wheat,  9  percent  less  grain 
corn  and  12  percent  less  oats. 

Condition  of  meadows  and  pastures 
is  much  below  average.  Fields  are 
badly  honeycombed  and  many  new 
seedings  of  clover  and  alfalfa  are  re- 
ported frozen  out  completely. 

Cold  weather  during  March  gener- 
ally retarded  the  fruit  buds  and  dani- 
age  from  freezing  reported  to  date  is 
light,  being  limited  to  plums,  cherries 
and  apricots  in  a  very  few  localities. 
Trees  in  some  districts  were  damaged 
by  high  winds  and  ice,  but  not  exten- 
sively. Vitality  of  peach  trees  surviv- 
ing in  those  districts,  especially  the 
southwestern,  in  which  mortality  dur- 
ing the  winters  of  1935  and  1936  was 
extremely  heavy,  is  reported  to  be  low. 
There  will  be  some  loss  of  strawberry 
plants  from  heaving  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  the  State. 


MANY  INSECTS 

WORK  FOR  MAN 

More  insects  are  engaged  in  pro- 
ducing and  protecting  food  for  man 
than  are  engaged  in  destroying  it,  de- 
clared Kyle  M.  Alexander,  market 
analyst  of  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  in  a  radio  ad- 
dress this  week. 

"Before  you  kill  a  bug  be  sure  it 
is  an  enemy,"  he  admonished. 

"The  human  race  would  be  starved 
were  it  not  for  the  friendly  insect 
that  performs  the  marriage  ceremony 
that  takes  place  in  a  majority  of  our 
plant  life. 

"These  tiny  benefactors  in  their 
struggle  for  existence  innocently  per- 
form a  necessary  union  of  plant  life 
that  could  not  be  performed  otherwise 
— economically — by  carrying  the  pol- 
len from  one  flower  to  another,  thus 
creating  the  marriage  of  the  male 
and  female  blossoms  of  plant  life 
while  securing  their  floral  nectar  — 
which  is  their  food.  A  few  of  these 
friendly  insects  are:  wild  bees,  honey 
bees,  flies  that  feed  on  the  nectar  of 
flowers  and  butterflies  of  many  spe- 
cies. 

"The  destructive  specimens  of  mini- 
ature life  have  deadly  enemies  known 
as  predatory  insects  which  tend  to 
counteract  our  small  plant  enemies. 
There  are  a  host  of  these  friends  of 
humanity,  one  of  which  is  spectacular 
in  habits,  size  and  striking  color.  It 
is  known  as  the  'Chinese  Praying 
Mantis.' 

"Chinese  mantises  are  attractive  in 
appearance,  although  somewhat  gro- 
tesque, with  elongated,  skeleton-like 
bodies  that  are  colored  with  greens 
and  browns  that  harmonize  with  the 
surrounding  vegetation,  and  form  a 
sort  of  camouflage  that  misleads  its 
intended  victims.  The  head,  which  is 
free,  is  moved  about  in  a  most  comical 
manner,  forming  inquiring  attitudes 
and  poses,  ever  on  the  watch  for  vic- 
tims. As  for  legs  —  the  femora  and 
tibiae  of  the  front  legs  are  enlarged 
and  spined  for  seizing  and  holding  in- 
sect prey,  while  the  hind  legs  are 
slender  and  used  only  for  locomotion. 

"Like  many  other  predatory  crea- 
tures, it  will  remain  motionless  for 
hours,  with  the  fore  legs  raised  over 
its  head,  ready  to  strike  at  any  insect 
that  may  come  within  its  reach.  The 
manner  in  which  it  holds  these  stout, 
spiny  front  legs  raised  to  heaven  has 
been  strangely  misconstrued  by  super- 
stitious people  in  many  parts  of  the 
world.  This  attitude,  really  one  of 
menace,  was  mistaken  for  that  of 
prayer.  Our  prayerful  insect  them,  is 
in  reality  a  treacherous,  ferocious  and 
cruel  creature,  a  pitiless  destroyer — 
the  females  often  eat  their  own  mates, 
as  do  some  spiders — ^but  a  great  asset 
to  man,  inasmuch  as  its  food  consists 
of  destructive  insects. 

"Among  the  many  service  agencies 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  maintained  for  the  bene- 
fit of  farm  and  garden  owners  is  the 
Division  of  Entomology.  This  division 
is  ever  on  the  elert  for  any  method 
of  control  of  our  injurious  insects.  In 
this  search  for  control  of  the  destruc- 
tive species,  the  average  man  lose^ 
sight  of  the  fact  that  many  insects 
are  friends  and  should  be  protected." 


PENNSYI.VANIA   OPFICIAI.  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  APRIL  1,  1937* 


Rank 

State              March  1  April  1 

^  5-  Parmenter  (Pen  77) Massachusetts  ....     1  1 

fi-  B.  Parmenter   (Pen  78) Massachusetts  ....     2  a 

yuy  A.  Leader  (Pen  5) Pennsylvania  7  1 

;*;  A.  Hanson Oregon  4  * 

foreman  Poultry  Farm Michigan   5  0 

A.  M.  Wolsemuth Pennsylvania  o 

'^uy  A.  Leader  (Pen  4) Pennsylvania  3 

«  nker   Poultry    Farm Pennsylvania  8 

Millbrook  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania  9  »              1004  ok       iQ7fi 

"ryden  Poultry  Breeding  Farm....Callfornla   .^12  ^^  a,„„,i?l^;^h  w>.5/« 

Le^       Parmenters  pens  are  Rhode  Island  Reds.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  MARCH.   1934-1937 


1 


Points 
to 
Date 
1544.80 
1630.35 
1473.25 
1472.65 
1471.05 
1470.05 
1459.85 
1441.45 
1395.95 


Eggs 
to 

Date 
1494 
1474 
1484 
1428 
1480 
1492 
1446 
1432 
1444 
1376 


Percent 
^  Month  Production 

^arch.   1937   65.66 

Sff-h.   1936   67.91 

Uo!^^'   1935   68.25 

'"arch,  1934   65.99 


Average 
Points 
Per  Bird 
117.92 
124.07 
122.29 
118.56 


Average 
Eggs 

Per  Bird 
119.50 
123.53 
124.04 
120.10 


Average 

Egg  Weight 

Oz.  Per  Doz. 

23.7 

24.8 

23.8 

23.7 


ADMINISTRATION 
FAVORS  MANY 
FARM  REFORMS 

Farm  legislation  introduced  in  the 
current  session  of  the  Pennsylvania 
General  Assembly  is  the  most  exten- 
sive, comprehensive  and  progressive  in 
the  history  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  declared  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in 
a  statement  issued  today. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  took 
the  initiative  in  many  of  these  re- 
forms and  is  actively  supporting  nu- 
merous measures  introduced  by  farm 
organizations  and  individuals  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  Pennsylvania 
agriculture. 

Twenty  measures  comprise  the  ad- 
ministration program  of  farm  legis- 
lation. Prominent  members  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly 
have  introduced  these  bills  for  the  de- 
partment. 

The  administration  program  is  as 
follows : 

Indemnification  of  farmers  for  dairy 
cattle  slaughtered  for  Bang's  disease. 
Governor  Earle's  budget  includes  an 
appropriation  of  $1,200,000  for  cattle 
indemnities. 

Bonding  and  licensing  of  commis- 
sion merchants  and  produce  dealers 
who  buy  direct  from  the  farmers. 

Creation  of  a  State  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Committee  to  cooperate 
with  the  federal  Agricultural  Adjust- 
ment Administration. 

Creation  of  a  State  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Board  to  cooperate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Soil  Conservation  Service  for  the 
prevention  of  soil  erosion  by  promot- 
ing strip   farming,   contour   plowing, 
check-dam  construction,  reforestation 
and  other  soil  conservation  measures. 
To    adjust    tobacco    production    to 
safeguard  against  ruinous  surpluses. 
Granting  authority  to  the  Governor 
to    enter    into    compacts    with    other 
states  for  the  control  of  tobacco  pro- 
duction. 

Licensing  of  livestock  dealers  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  diseased 
cattle  into  Pennsylvania  from  other 
states. 

Amending  the  Administrative  Code 
to  give  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
the  authority  to  control  household  in- 
sects. 

Appropriations   for  the  control   of 

Tobacco    Wildfire,   internal   parasites 

of  domestic  animals  and  Cedar  Rust. 

Codification  of  the  State  Plant  Pest 

laws. 

Amendments  to  strengthen  the  State 
Pure  Food  laws. 

Legalization  of  the  use  of  honey 
and  beet  sugar  as  sweetening  in  soft 
drinks. 

Legislation  to  abolish  unsanitary 
containers  for  soft  drinks. 

Amending  the  State  Butter  law  to 
make  it  uniform  with  the  federal  law 
and  legislation  in  other  states. 

Strengthening  the  laws  against  dis- 
honest advertising  of  food  products. 
Strengthening    the    State    Sausage 

Licensing  small  bakeries  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  against  dis- 

strengthening  the  Ice  Cream  law. 

The  Administration  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  are  supporting 
legislation  making  compulsory  the 
marking  of  grades  on  sealed  packages 
of  potatoes,  permitting  the  sale  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  by  volume  as 
well  as  by  weight,  making  appropria- 
tions for  a  Pennsylvania  exhibit  at 
the  next  World's  Poultry  Congress 
and  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Fresh 
Egg  law,  regulating  the  milk  industry 
and  for  cooperative  association  re- 
forms. 


; 


/  23 


Percent 
Mortality 
14.80 
12.03 
11.33 
10.34 


FARM  FACTS 

Mushroom  growers  in  the  Chester- 
Montgomery- Delaware  County  section 
annually  use  5,000  carloads  of  horse 
manure.  The  carloads  average  25  tons 
and  cost  the  grower  $8  per  ton  de- 
livered (railroad  siding),  making  a 
total  cost  of  $1,000,000. 
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LABOR  LAWS 
EXEMPT  FARMS 

Agricultural  workers  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, thirteen  other  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  are  specifically 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  work- 
men's compensation  laws,  declares  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. The  other  thirteen  States  are 
Alabama,  Delaware,  Florida,  Iowa, 
Maryland,  Missouri,  North  Carolina, 
Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 
The  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  Wash- 
ington, and  Wyoming  exclude  farm 
workers  from  benefits  of  their  work- 
men's compensation  laws  by  failing  to 
list  them  among  the  workers  covered. 
Some  States  require  workers  en- 
gaged in  certain  extra  hazardous 
farm  tasks  to  be  insured  under  their 
workmen's  compensation  acts.  In 
Arizona,  farm  labor  using  machinery 
must  be  insured.  In  Ohio  such  insur- 
ance is  compulsory  as  to  all  employ- 
ments excepting  those  having  less 
than  three  employees.  In  South  Da- 
kota and  Kentucky,  such  insurance  is 
compulsory  as  to  threshing  grain, 
also  in  Kentucky  for  hulling  grains 
and  seeds. 

Workmen's  compensation  insurance 
for  agricultural  workers  is  elective  in 
California,  Michigan,  and  New  Jersey. 
In  most  of  the  remaining  States, 
farmers  may  voluntarily  take  out 
workmen's  compensation  insurance 
under  their  State  laws.  These  States 
are  Arizona,  Colorado,  Connecticut, 
Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Montana, 
Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  New 
York,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon, 
Rhode  Island,  South  Dakota,  Utah, 
Vermont,  and  Virginia.  There  are  a 
few  exceptions.  In  Kentucky  such 
voluntary  insurance  applies  to  agri- 
cultural workers  other  than  those 
threshing  grains;  in  Ohio,  to  em- 
ployers of  less  than  three,  and  in 
South  Dakota,  to  employers  of  other 
than  threshing  labor. 

Available  partial  information  con- 
cerning workmen's  compensation  in- 
surance in  about  50  other  nations  in- 
dicates that  three  out  of  five  of  those 
nations  have  such  laws  relating  to 
agriculture.  In  a  quarter  of  them 
coverage  seems  to  be  complete.  In  an- 
other quarter,  coverage  applies  only 
to  employees  using  machinery.  Other 
nations  have  coverage  limited  in  vari- 
ous ways. 


NEW  SOUTHERN  CROPS 
VARY  IN  VOLUME 

For  the  guidance  of  Pennsylvania 
farmers  in  fixing  their  1937  acreage 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting 
Service,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  today  issued  the  follow- 
ing report  on  the  condition  of  early 
crops  in  the  South. 

Preliminary  estimates  of  snap  beans 
for  three  of  the  early  states  (Cali- 
fornia, Florida  and  Texas),  and  the 
second  early  States  (Alabama, 
Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina),  show,  compared  with 
last  year,  a  decrease  of  15  percent  in 
acreage  for  harvest  during  the  next 
three  months.  Production  of  the  spring 
crop  in  the  three  early  States  is  ex- 
pected to  be  29  percent  smaller  than 
the  1936  production.  Acreage  in  the 
second  early  States,  which  will  be 
ready  for  harvest  the  last  of  April  or 
in  May,  has  been  increased  10  per- 
cent. 

Compared  vith  last  year  an  increase 
of  11  percent  in  the  production  of 
''eets  in  the  second  early  States 
(Louisiana  and  South  Carolina),  is  in 
prospect.  Though  commercial  table 
beet  acreage  in  these  States  has  de- 
creased 7  percent,  yields  are  expected 
to  be  higher,  especially  in  Louisiana. 

An  increase  of  7  percent  in  the 
production  of  cabbage  in  the  second 
^?rly  States  (Alabama,  Georgia,  Mis- 
sissippi, North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
"na  and  Virginia),  is  forecast.  Acre- 
^K^  is  about  3  percent  greater  and 


FARMERS  PAY 
HIGHER  WAGES 

Farm  hands  are  getting  the  highest 
spring  wages  in  6  years,  according  to 
the  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting 
Service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Wages  have  gone 
up  9  percent  since  January  and  are 
now  12  percent  above  the  pre-war 
level. 

The  spring  rise,  the  largest  since 
the  spring  of  1923,  is  attributed  to  a 
reduced  supply  of  labor.  The  supply 
was  reported  at  87  percent  of  normal. 

Crop  correspondents  report  that  the 
demand  for  farm  hands  on  April  1 
was  about  87  percent  of  normal,  com- 
pared with  82  percent  at  this  time  last 
year.  The  increased  demand  is  at- 
tributed primarily  to  higher  farm  in- 
come. 

The  supply  of  labor  about  balanced 
the  demand  on  April  1,  as  national 
averages,  but  the  supply  and  demand 
were  not  evenly  distributed.  A  short- 
age of  farm  labor  is  indicated  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  but  a  surplus 
west  of  the  river. 

As  a  national  average,  farm  wages 
per  month  with  board  totaled  $23.38 
on  April  1.  Without  board,  the  month- 
ly pay  was  $34.16.  But  despite  the 
sharp  upturn  in  wages  this  spring, 
the  increase  is  not  unreasonable  in 
view  of  the  relatively  high  prices  of 
farm  products. 


ANIMALS   PRODUCE 
53%  FARM  INCOME 

Meat  animals,  dairy  products,  poul- 
try and  eggs  provided  53  percent  of 
the  cash  income  of  the  farmers  of  the 
United  States  last  year,  according  to 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. 

The  total  1936  cash  farm  income 
was  divided  as  follows:  meat  animals, 
27  percent;  dairy  products,  18  per- 
cent; fruits  and  vegetables,  13  per- 
cent; grains,  10  percent;  cotton  and 
cotton-seed,  10  percent;  poultry  and 
eggs,  8  percent;  government  pay- 
ments, 4  percent,  and  miscellaneous 
crops,  10  percent. 

yields  in  all  States  are  expected  to  be 
at  least  as  high. 

Both  acreage  and  yield  per  acre  of 
carrots  in  the  second  early  States — 
California  (spring  crop),  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi — are  below  last  year, 
though  above  the  1928-1932  average. 
A  reduction  of  29  percent  from  last 
year's  production  is  anticipated. 

The  forecast  of  the  production  of 
Bermuda  and  Creole  onions  in  the 
early  States  (Louisiana,  Texas  and 
California),  is  30  percent  below  last 
year's  production.  The  Bermuda  crop 
in  Texas  is  estimated  to  be  32  percent 
smaller  and  in  California  27  percent 
smaller.  Louisiana's  crop,  principally 
Creole  variety  this  year,  is  expected 
to  be  8  percent  larger  than  in  1936. 

Production  of  green  peas  in  the 
second  early  States  (Alabama,  Cali- 
fornia, Louisiana,  Mississippi,  South 
Carolina),  is  expected  to  be  14  percent 
below  last  year's  crop,  the  decreases 
in  California  and  Louisiana  being  only 
partly  offset  by  increases  in  Missis- 
sippi and  South  Carolina. 

Potatoes  from  the  earliest  shipping 
sections  (Florida  and  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  of  Texas),  where  the 
crop  will  exceed  last  year's  harvest 
by  60  percent,  are  now  being  moved 
in  solid  carlots  in  considerable  volume, 
shipments  from  Texas  consisting  al- 
most entirely  of  the  Bliss  Triumph 
variety  and  from  North  Florida, 
chiefly  Spaulding  Rose.  Most  of  the 
South  Florida  crop  of  Triumphs  has 
been  shipped. 

Strawberry  production  this  year  in 
the  early  and  second  early  States  will 
exceed  last  year's  harvest  by  18  per- 
cent. During  the  next  six  weeks  the 
principal  supply  of  berries  will  come 
from  Louisiana.  If  weather  continues 
favorable,  movement  of  berries  from 
Southern  California  and  North  Caro- 
lina will  begin  the  last  week  of  April. 


FARM  FACTS 

Farm  accidents  killed  5,000  and  in- 
jured 85,000  others  to  the  extent  that 
they  lost  time  from  work  in  the  United 
States  last  year,  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  announces. 


Philadelphia  is  one  of  the  four 
large  cities  to  which  migrate  most  of 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons 
who  are  leaving  their  farm  homes  in 
the  South  for  employment  in  the 
North,  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture  reports. 


The  recent  Ohio  River  flood  dam- 
aged the  buildings  and  lands  of  66,000 
farms  in  ten  states.  In  one  Kentucky 
county  7,000  head  of  livestock 
drowned. 


The  relation  of  food  and  other  liv- 
ing costs  to  earnings  may  be  clearly 
shown  by  taking  1929  as  a  starting 
point,  says  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture.  Compared 
with  100  in  1929,  food  prices  fell  to 
57  percent  in  February  1933  and 
have  risen  to  81  percent  in  1937.  Non- 
food items  of  living  costs  fell  to  83 
in  February  1933  and  have  risen  to 
85  in  February  1937.  Compared  with 
the  average  earnings  of  the  18  mil- 
lion in  1929,  the  average  earnings  of 
the  12  million  employed  fell  to  70 
percent  in  February  1933  and  are  now 
89  percent. 


"Pennsylvania  farmers  must  better 
cultivate  domestic  markets,  especially 
those  close  to  home,"  declares  J.  Han- 
sell French,  Secretary  of  Ag^riculture, 
"because  the  United  States  last  year 
exported  19,079,000  bushels  of  wheat 
including  flour,  406,810,000  pounds  of 
leaf  tobacco,  46,535,000  pounds  of 
bacon,  hams  and  shoulders,  111,292,- 
000  pounds  of  lard  and  8,897,000 
bushels  of  fresh  apples  in  comparison 
with  1929  exports  of  154,348,000 
bushels  of  wheat  including  flour,  555,- 
347,000  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco,  275,- 
118,000  pounds  of  bacon,  hams  and 
shoulders,  829,328,000  pounds  of  lard 
and  16,856,000  bushels  of  fresh  ap- 
ples."          

Labor  Troubles  Threaten 

State  Poultry  Shipments 

Pennsylvania  shippers  of  live  poul- 
try to  the  New  York  City  markets 
were  cautioned  today  by  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
against  possible  labor  troubles  at  un- 
loading points  on  and  after  May  1. 

Shippers  contemplating  deliveries 
in  the  New  York  area  should  consult 
the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Harrisburg, 
before  loading.  The  bureau  is  keeping 
in  close  touch  with  the  situation  that 
Pennsylvania  poultrymen  may  be  pro- 
tected. 

The  federal  government  has  stepped 
into  the  picture  and  may  maintain 
normal  distribution  by  establishing  a 
government  unloading  station  under 
government  protection  until  the  labor 
dispute  is  settled. 


SH!  MORE  SPINACH 

The  first  official  act  this  morning 
of  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  would  be  his  last  if 
the  youngsters  of  Pennsylvania 
had  the  power  of  referendum  and 
recall.  He  predicted  a  28  percent 
increase  in  the  spinach  crop  this 
year. 

Before  releasing  the  direful  in- 
formation the  Secretary  sent  the 
following  telegram  to  Mrs.  French 
at  their  home  near  Collegeville : 

"Keep  news  regarding  more 
spinach  from  our  four  children  and 
my  Boy  Scout  pals  until  I  can  re- 
turn home  Friday  and  square  my- 
self. Have  water-tight  alibi.  Fed- 
eral-State Crop  Reporting  Service 
and  Spinach  growers  responsible. 
Suggest  you  place  on  mantlepieccf 
framed  picture  of  Popeye  the 
Sailorman  eating  spinach." 
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66  COUNTIES 
SHARE  FARM 
SHOW  PRIZES 

Sixty-six  counties,  fourteen  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  shared 
in  the  $30,989  in  premium  money  at 
the  1937  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show, 
J,  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture and  chairman  of  the  Farm 
Show  Commission,  announced  today. 
Fulton  County  was  the  only  county 
that  did  not  receive  prize  money. 

York  County  captured  the  largest 
number  of  awards  for  the  largest 
total  in  prize  money.  Lancaster 
County  was  second  and  Lehigh 
County  third. 

Cash  prizes  awarded  to  out-of-State 
exhibitors  went  to:  Florida,  Indiana, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jer- 
sey, New  York,  Ohio,  Texas,  Vir- 
ginia, West  Virginia  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Out-of-State  entries  are 
accepted  in  the  poultry  department 
only. 

Distribution  of  premium  money 
was  as  follows: 

No.  of  Prize 

Counties  Awards        Money 

Won 

Adams    71  $261.50 

Allegheny 48  115.75 

Armstrong   7  46.00 

Beaver 42  873.00 

Bedford     8  112.00 

Berks 76  801.00 

Blair    20  113.00 

Bradford 31  177.00 

Bucks    89  438.00 

Butler   130  816.00 

Cambria    31  104.00 

Cameron  4  5.00 

Carbon    52  127.75 

Centre 13  122.00 

Chester   243         2,102.00 

Clarion    20  255.00 

Clearfield    8  59.00 

Clinton    24  194.00 

Columbia    51  514.00 

Crawford    24  196.75 

Cumberland    186         1,005.75 

Dauphin    178  917.50 

Delaware    32  115.50 

Elk    2  5.00 

Erie 37  124.00 

Fayette   17  43.50 

Forrest   20  63.00 

Franklin  148         1,254.75 

Greene 51  336.50 

Huntingdon    16  255.00 

Indiana   8  78.00 

Jefferson 38  252.00 

Juniata   27  176.25 

Lackawanna     21  132.00 

Lancaster 512         2,094.50 

Lawrence    73  792.00 

Lebanon    248         1,425.00 

Lehigh     345         1,157.00 

Luzerne 4  34.00 

Lycoming   81  240.50 

McKean    17  107.50 

Mercer     154         1,522.75 

Mifflin    11  25.25 

Monroe    14  50.00 

Montgomery 82  865.25 

Montour    2  9.00 

Northampton 95  560.75 

Northumberland   ..      121  345.25 

Perry     77  223.25 

Philadelphia    58  580.00 

Pike  3  33.00 

Potter    27  274.50 

Schuylkill   44  115.25 

Somerset 25  111.75 

Susquehanna    69  413.00 

Sullivan    15  81.00 

Snyder 5  107.00 

Tioga 96  876.00 

Union    19  260.00 

Venango   24  84.50 

Warren 24  73.00 

Washington    113  1,066.50 

Wayne    30  89.50 

Westmoreland   ....  42  401.50 

Wyoming    20  162.00 

York    1,008  4,182.00 

Out-of-State  awards  were: 

No.  of  Prize 

State                     Awards  Money 

^  Won 

Florida   2  $7.00 


PAINTS  ROSE 

A  Pennsylvania  artist.  Miss 
Mary  Jean  Mowry,  of  Harris- 
burg, painted  the  large  picture 
of  the  "Queen  Mary  Rose" 
which  hangs  in  one  of  the  pala- 
tial salons  of  the  super-liner, 
the  Queen  Mary.  Miss  Mowry 's 
reproductions  of  flowers  in  their 
natural  colors  are  world  fa- 
mous. She  is  employed  by  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  Press,  Harrisburg. 


FARM  PRICES 

GAIN  A  POINT 

Pennsylvania  farmers  are  receiving 
25  percent  more  for  their  products 
than  they  received  in  pre-war  days, 
according  to  the  monthly  index  of 
prices  prepared  by  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  index  of  prices  paid  Pennsyl- 
vania farmers  for  principal  agricul- 
tural products  is  one  point  higher 
than  a  month  ago. 

The  general  level  of  prices  received 
by  farmers  in  the  United  States  rose 
2  points  from  March  15  to  April  15. 
The  advance  placed  the  index  of  local 
market  prices  of  farm  products  at  130 
percent  of  pre-war  in  mid-April.  This 
was  the  highest  level  recorded  for  ag- 
ricultural commodities  since  January 
15  and  the  highest  for  April  since 
1930.  The  rise  in  prices  received  by 
farmers  during  tiie  month  ended 
April  15  was  fairly  general.  A  spec- 
tacular price  advance  was  recorded 
for  corn,  which  rose  14  cents  a  bushel. 
Potatoes,  hogs,  dairy  products,  horses, 
beans,  and  lemons  were  the  only  prod- 
ucts for  which  prices  declined.  The 
index  of  prices  paid  for  feed  on 
April  15,  at  153  percent  of  pre-war, 
was  9  points  up  from  a  month  earlier 
and  60  points  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

The  table  gives  the  Pennsylvania 
and  United  States  farm  prices  in  dol- 
lars for  certain  products  as  of  April 
15,  with  March  and  pre-war  compari- 
sons revised : 

April  March  April 

Commodity                  1910-'14  1937  1937 

Wheat   per  bu $1.00  $1.34  $1.39 

Corn    per   bu .70  1.03  1.11 

Oats    per    bu .50  .57  .61 

Barley  per  bu 68  .87  .91 

Rye    per   bu .79  .94  1.00 

Buckwheat   per  bu .70  .87  .88 

Potatoes   per   bu .75  1.25  1.25 

Hay    per    ton 16.85  13.70  14.50 

Apples  per  bu .95  1.30  1.45 

Hogs    per    100    lbs 8.28  10.00  9.70 

Beef  cattle  per  100  lbs.  6.46  7.70  7.80 

Veal  calves  per  100  lbs.  7.70  9.80  9.60 

Sheep  per   100  lbs 5.16  5.20  5.20 

Lambs    per    100   lbs —  6.82  9.50  9.50 

Milk  cows  per  head—  53.40  73.00  73.00 

Horses    per   head- —-  178.80  161.00  159.00 

Mules   per  head 158.00  158.00 

Chickens   per   lb .138  .175  .180 

Turkeys    per    lb .22  .23 

Milk   per   100  lbs 1.58  2.25  2.20 

Butter    per    lb .30  .34  .34 

Butterfat    per    lb — .36  .35 

Eggs    per    doz._ .184  .222  .224 

Wool    per   lb .228  .35  .36 

Pre-war 

FARM  PRICE  INDEX  base 

UNITED  STATES  —  100  128  130 

Grain    100  145  154 

Fruits    .- 100  133  142 

Meat  animals  100  129  130 

Dairy   products 100  125  120 

Chickens    and    eggs_.  100  102  104 

Unclassified   100  140  139 

PENNSYLVANIA   _  100  124  125 

Grain     -....- ••  100  135  142 

Fruits         100  162  180 

Meat   animals 100  125  124 

Dairy  products 100  133  131 

Chickens   and   eggs._  100  96  97 

Unclassified   -.- —  100  126  128 

PRICES   FARMERS   PAY 
PENNSYLVANIA  100         132         134 

UNITED  STATES  100         132         134 

Indiana   H  $  30.00 

Maine    6  18.00 

Maryland    40  109.00 

Massachusetts   18  72.00 

Michigan    2  2.00 

New  Hampshire  . .  4  12.00 

New  Jersey  12  31.00 

New  York   15  65.00 

Ohio     26  68.00 

Texas        1  2.00 

Virginia    13  30.00 

West   Virginia    ...  1  4.00 

Washington,  D.  C.  4  8.00 


FARM  LAND 
VALUES  GAIN 
FOURTH  TIME 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  the 
value  of  farm  real  estate  in  Pennsyl- 
vania increased  this  year,  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  an- 
nounced today  on  the  strength  of  a 
survey  by  the  Bureau  of  Agn'icultural 
Economics. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the 
total  value  of  farm  real  estate  in 
this  State  increased  1.16  percent.  Dur- 
ing the  preceding  year  a  five  percent 
increase  was  recorded.  The  increase 
since  1933  has  been  twelve  percent, 
raising  the  index  from  78  to  87  per- 
cent of  the  1912-1914  base. 

Farm  values  in  this  State  in  1920 
were  140  percent  of  the  1912-1914 
base.  During  the  next  five  years  they 
dropped  26  points  and  a  further  de- 
cline of  seven  points  occurred  during 
the  prosperity  years.  The  bottom 
again  fell  out  of  farm  values  in  1932 
and  early  in  1933  when  the  index 
changed  from  96  to  78,  the  low  point 
of  the  long  curve  downward. 

The  index  for  the  nation  as  a  whole 
now  stands  at  85  per  cent  of  the 
1912-1914  level,  representing  a  4  per- 
cent climb  during  the  last  year. 


FARM  FACTS 

A  government  experiment  has  dem- 
onstrated that,  on  shallow  soils  with 
poor  water-holding  capacity  apple 
trees  irrigated  and  heavily  mulched 
with  straw  produce  about  twice  as 
many  apples  as  trees  without  irriga- 
tion and  mulch. 


Cooperating  with  the  Division  of 
Meat  Inspection,  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  many  meat  packers 
throughout  the  State  are  building  new 
slaughter  houses  that  are  models  of 
modern  sanitation.  State  inspectors 
have  visited  seven  new  slaughter 
houses  this  spring. 

Other  packers  are  installing  mod- 
ern sanitary  equipment  and  painting^ 
the  interiors  of  their  plants. 


The  Division  of  Fruit  and  Vege- 
table Inspection,  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  reports  all 
records  broken  for  shipments  of  cer- 
tified seed  potatoes  to  growers  in  this 
State  this  year.  Shipments  from 
Maine  alone  totaled  132  carloads  in 
three  weeks. 


Somerset 
report     to 


County  potato  growers 
the  State  Bureau  of 
Markets  that  the  Mason  variety  of 
potato  was  developed  by  a  Somerset 
County  grower  and  is  the  most  pop- 
ular among  growers  in  that  section 
of  the  State. 


The  Tuber  Moth,  which  is  destruc- 
tive in  the  potato  fields  of  the  Del- 
Mar-Va  peninsula,  does  not  attack 
Pennsylvania  potato  plants,  the  Bu- 
reau of  Markets  reports. 


Roger  M.  Baker,  Chief  Entomolo- 
gist of  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, reports  that  2,500,000  Jap- 
anese beetles  were  caught  in  twelve 
beetle  traps  last  summer. 

York  County  Bull 

Sensation  in  Japan 

King  Katie  Vale,  pure-bred  Hol- 
stein  bull  sold  by  Lauxmont  Farms, 
W  rights ville,  York  County,  to  a  Jap- 
anese buyer,  is  attracting  thousands 
of  visitors  to  the  10,000-acre  farm  of 
its  owner  in  Japan. 

S.  Forry  Loucks,  owner  of  Laux- 
mont Farms,  has  received  photo- 
graphs of  the  animal  and  its  Japan- 
ese home  and  the  information  that 
breeders,  farmers  and  livestock 
fanciers  from  all  parts  of  Japan  are 
visiting  the  King  Katie  Vale  stables 
since  Japanese  law  does  not  permit 
the  formal  showing  of  imported  ani- 
mals at  livestock  shows. 


*i 


i 


lOi 


*^a:;;11^^- ^st 


r     •- 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  o/ ^AGRICULTURE 

WEEKLY  NEWS    BULLETIN 

Entered  as  second-claBs  Matter,  June  28,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrlsburgr.  Pa,,  under  Act  of  Congrress,  June  6,  1900. 

J.  Hansel!  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture         /"^  ^  ^ ^   j 


Vol.  22 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  20,  1937 


No.  20 


FEWER  FARM  FAILURES  IN  U.  S. 
MIDDLE  ATLANTIC  STATES  FAVORED 

Pennsylvania  was  among  the  states  which  had  fewer  farm  bankruptcies  in 
1936  than  during  the  previous  year,  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture announces. 

Farm  failures  in  the  United  States  last  year  decreased  15  percent  in  compar- 
ison with  1935.  In  the  Middle  Atlantic  States  there  were  313  bankruptcies  last 
year  and  457  in  1937,  a  drop  of  more  than  31  percent.  This  region  showed  the 
ereatest  improvement. 

The  total  for  the  nation  last  year  was  3,642,  compared  with  4,311  during  the 
preceding  year. 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  points  out  that  it  is  particularly 
significant  that  farm  failures  are  diminishing  more  rapidly  than  other  bank- 
ruptcies. Last  year  farm  failures  represented  7  percent  of  the  national  total.  In 
1935  they  were  7.7  percent  of  the  total. 


NEW  RULES  FOR 
IMPORT  CATTLE 

New  regulations  governing  the  ad- 
mission of  livestock  into  Pennsylva- 
nia were  announced  today  by  the 
Honorable  J.  Hansell  French,  Secre- 
tar>'  of  Agriculture  and  will  become 
effective  June  1,  1937. 

They  were  made  necessary  by  the 
recent  allocation  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  of  approximately  $750,- 
000  for  indemnities  to  owners  of  cat- 
tle destroyed  because  of  Bang's  dis- 
ease. 

The  new  regulations  are  as  follows: 

(A)  All  cattle  over  six  months  of 
age,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
these  regulations,  to  be  brought  into 
Pennsylvania  must  have  come  direct- 
ly from  Bang's  disease  certified  herds. 
The  Bang's  disease  free  certified  herd 
must  be  of  standard  equal  to  that  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bang's  disease  free 
certified  herds;  that  is,  all  animals  in 
the  herd  must  have  been  negative  to 
at  least  two  repeated  blood  tests  cov- 
ering a  period  of  at  least  one  year 
using  all  dilutions,  1-25;  1-50;  1-100 
and  1-200,  Such  cattle  must  be  tested 
for  Bang's  disease  with  negative  re- 
sults within  30  days  prior  to  ship- 
ment into  Pennsylvania  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  health  certificate, 
tuberculin  test  chart  and  Bang's  dis- 
ease certificate  approved  by  the  prop- 
er livestock  sanitary  official  of  the 
state  of  origin.  The  blood  test  certifi- 
cates shall  contain  tag  numbers,  reg- 
istry names  and  numbers  for  identifi- 
cation of  each  animal  shipped,  name 
and  address  of  owner,  consignor  and 
consignee  and  shall  be  forwarded  to 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Harrisburg  so  as  to  reach  Harris- 
burg before  arrival  of  cattle  at  des- 
tination. 

Heretofore  cattle,  including  calves, 
to  be  brought  into  Pennsylvania  must 
have  come  directly  from  herds  that 
were  certified  by  the  proper  livestock 
sanitary  official  as  being  free  from 
Bang's  disease  or  must  have  passed 
a  satisfactory  blood  test  for  Bang's 
disease  with  negative  results  within 
thirty  days  of  entry. 

Representative  members  of  the 
dairy  and  breed  associations  cooper- 
ated with  Secretary  French,  Deputy 
Secretary  H.   M.  Turrell  and  Doctor 


Howard  M.  Kalodner,  Director,  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry,  in  the  re- 
vising of  the  regulations.  The  change 
in  the  entrance  requirements  are  said 
to  be  a  step  forward  in  disease  con- 
trol. 


Farm  Groups  Seek  Funds 

For  Larger  Farm  Show 

Agricultural  interests  throughout 
the  State  organized  this  week  behind 
the  movement  to  enlarge  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show  Building  at  Harris- 
burg. 

Proposed  additions  include  a  Colos- 
seum seating  10,000,  exclusive  of  the 
arena  floor,  cattle  display  sheds,  dor- 
mitories for  vocations,  school  partic- 
ipants and  offices  for  exhibitors. 

The  State  Authority  will  be  urged 
to  make  an  appropriation  out  of  Fed- 
eral funds  for  this  purpose. 

The  State  Farm  Show  Commission 
and  the  Farm  Products  Show  Com- 
mittee have  appointed  committees  to 
press  for  funds  for  Farm  Show  ex- 
tensions. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  named  a 
sub-committee  to  petition  the  State 
Authority.  The  petition  was  drafted 
and  presented  by  Representatives 
Dennis  L.  Westrick,  Cambria  County; 
John  W.  Decker,  Centre  County;  Clay- 
ton E.  Moul,  York  County,  and  Albert 
F.  Merrell,  Susquehanna  County. 


NEW  BULLETIN 

An  increase  of  280  percent  in 
twelve  years  in  the  Pennsylvania 
acreage  planted  in  vegetables  for  com- 
mercial canning  is  shown  by  a  bul- 
letin on  grading  and  canning  crops 
issued  today  by  the  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets, Pennsylvania  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture. A  comparable  increase  in 
fruits  grown  for  processing  is  also 
shown. 

Contained  in  the  bulletin  in  addi- 
tion to  other  information  is  the  1936 
report  on  fruit  and  vegetable  grad- 
ing, classification  averages  for  bulk 
apples  and  tomatoes,  "Ten-Ton  To- 
mato Club"  records,  a  comparison  of 
tomato  inspection  for  ten  states  and  a 
list  of  Pennsylvania  canneries. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  without 
cost  from  the  Bureau  of  Markets, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Harris- 
burg, Pa. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 


TEN  HIGH   PENS  TO  MAY  1.  1937* 


State 


Rank 

April  1  May  1 


I   B.  Parmenter   (Pen  77) Maasachusetts   1 

*^   B.  Parmenter   (Pen  78) Massachusetts  2 

^uy  A.  Leader  (Pen  5) Pennsylvania     S 

foreman  Poultry  Farm  Michigan  5 

«inker  Poultry  Farm  Pennsylvania     8 

A  M.  WolKemuth  Pennsylvania     g 

y"y  A.  Leader  (Pen  4) Pennsylvania    ...~...       7 

:•:  A   Hanson  OreR-on  4 

ilryden  Poultry  Breeding  Farm....Californla  10 

homestead  Farm  Connecticut    13 

fitK^   ^-  Parmenter's  pens  and  Homestead  Farm's  pen  are  Rhode 
"tiers  are  single  Comb  White  Leghona. 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  APRIL,  19S4-H»r 


1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 

to 

Date 

1799.55 
1779.20 
1733.65 
1721.10 
1705.90 
1687.65 
1686.20 
1664.90 
1614.20 
1609.35 


Eprgs 
to 
Date 

1736 
1693 
1730 
1712 
1680 
1698 
1664 
1607 
1596 
1558 


Island  Reds.  All 


Month 
April.   1937 

^P'l  ■    1935 
April.    1934 


Averajare 

Percent 

Production 

Points 
Per  Bird 

65.41 
67.54 
67.85 
65.71 

137.97 
145.77 
143.00 
138.49 

Average  Average 

Eggs  Egg  Weight  Percent 

Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Doz,  Mortality 

138.65  24.0                  16.45 

143.87  24.2                   13.39 

143.95  23.8                  13.26 

189.29  23.9                  1162 


FARM  FACTS 

"The  chemical  conversion  of  farm 
crops  into  factory  materials  dates 
back  at  least  to  1845  when  Schoen- 
bein  made  gun-cotton  or  nitrocel- 
lulose," says  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  "Followed 
celluloid,  rayon,  smokeless  powder, 
pyroxyline  plastics  and  finishes,  and 
the  literally  thousands  of  things  made 
today  from  the  cellulose  of  cotton.  It 
is  estimated  that  cotton  now  goes  to 
the  retail  market  in  no  less  than 
10,000  forms  and  that  the  industrial 
consumption  of  cotton  linters  now  ap- 
proximates 500,000,000  pounds.  The 
coated  textile  industry  consumes  more 
than  110,000,000  yards  of  cotton  cloth 
yearly.  The  cotton  seed  crop  is  now 
worth  $200,000,000  in  a  normal  year 
to  Southern  farmers  because  chemists 
found  industrial  uses  for  it. 

"Parallel  developments  have  con- 
verted a  tenth  of  the  com  crop  to  in- 
dustrial uses,  have  made  oat  hulls  a 
source  of  furfural  for  plastics,  wheat 
straw  a  raw  material  for  corrugated 
paper  boxes,  and  sugar-cane  bagasse 
and  other  fibrous  stalks  the  chemical 
basis  for  wall  boards  used  commonly 
in  modem  building  insulation." 


More  than  6,000  known  species  of 
insects  cost  growers  each  year  some- 
thing like  $2,000,000,000.  Thirty-four 
insect  species  alone  cause  a  known 
damage  of  $924,000,000.  Losses  trace- 
able to  weeds  are  estimated  at  $3,000,- 
000,000.  Add  to  these  figures  another 
billion  and  a  half  chargeable  to  plant 
diseases,  and  the  total  of  $6,500,000,- 
000  is  the  staggering  burden  agricul- 
ture carries,  according  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  new  science 
in  fertilization  of  the  soil  is  being  de- 
veloped, as  well  as  a  wide  range  of 
improved  chemical  fertilizers,  based 
on  discoveries  in  soil  chemistry  that 
promise  much  in  improving  both  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  yields.  It  has 
been  found  that  the  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  minute  quantities  of  certain 
elements  in  the  soil  may  determine 
the  success  or  failure  of  a  crop,  or 
the  health  or  disease  of  animals  feed- 
ing on  the  land,  or  even  of  human  be- 
ings who  use  the  animals'  meat  as 
food.  A  science  of  plant  genetics  is 
being  developed  that  will  enable  farm- 
ers to  grow  crops  to  order,  ways  of 
speeding  up  growth  are  being  studied 
to  permit  shorter  growing  seasons 
and  reduce  losses  from  late  and  early 
frosts,  better  ways  for  preserving 
fruits  and  storing  crops  are  being  de- 
vised. 


Owners  of  livestock  destroyed  by 
uncontrolled  dogs  filed  128  damage 
claims  against  the  Pennsylvana  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  during  April. 
The  Department  paid  $1,453.56  in  set- 
tlement of  such  claims  last  month. 

April  revenue  of  the  Department 
from  dog  license  fees  and  fines  paid 
by  unlicensed  dogs  totaled  $84,958.50. 
Dog  Law  Enforcement  Division  agents 
and  local  police  destroyed  2,412  un- 
controlled dogs  last  month.  There 
were  380  dog-law  violators  prosecuted. 


Potato  consumption  in  the  United 
States  during  the  last  thirty  years 
has  fallen  from  four  and  two-tenths 
to  two  and  eight-tenths  bushels  per 
person  per  year. 


AERIAL  MAPPING 

Portions  of  twelve  Pennsylvania 
counties  are  to  be  air  mapped  by  the 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra- 
tion this  year  when  it  obtains  from 
the  air  a  performance  record  of  the 
soil  conservation  program  in  thirty- 
four  states. 

Aerial  mapping  will  be  done  in 
Adams,  Berks,  Chester,  Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  Delaware,  Franklin,  Lan- 
caster, Lebanon,  Montgomery,  Perry 
and  York  Counties.  The  completed 
maps  will  encompass  4,843  square 
miles  in  this  State  and  350,000  square 
miles  in  the  nation. 
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POTATO  WART 
ORDER  ISSUED 

Twenty-five  areas  in  Pennsylvania 
will  be  continued  or  placed  under 
quarantine  for  the  control  of  potato 
wart  by  an  official  order  issued  today 
by  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture.  Most  of  these  areas  had 
been  under  quarantine  previously.  The 
revised  quarantine  will  become  effec- 
tive June  1. 

Full  quarantine  will  be  established 
over  the  following  sections :  Hazle  and 
Foster  Townships,  Hazleton,  Free- 
land,  West  Hazleton,  Jeddo  and  White 
Haven,  the  farms  of  Michael  Becker, 
Butler  Township,  and  Paul  Constanz, 
Sugar  Loaf  Township,  in  Luzerne 
County;  Snowshoe,  Newtown  and 
Clarence,  Centre  County;  Vintondale, 
Nanty  Glo,  Dunlo,  Llanfair,  Lilly, 
part  of  Washington  Township,  Onna- 
linda,  Beaverdale,  Lloydell,  Flannigan 
Run,  Puritan,  Martindale,  Salt  Rock, 
Spring  Hill,  Bens  Creek,  Cambria 
County;  Salisbury  and  parts  of  Elk 
Lick  Township,  Somerset  County; 
Banks  and  Lousanne  Townships,  Bea- 
ver Meadows  and  Mauch  Chunk  in 
Carbon  County;  McAdoo,  Kelayres, 
Honey  Brook  No.  1  and  Honey  Brook 
No.  2,  Sheppton,  Oneida  and  Jack- 
son, Silver  Brook  and  Haddocktown, 
Schuylkill  County ;  East  Mauch 
Chunk,  Carbon  County;  Lopez,  Mur- 
ray, Bernice  and  Mildred,  Sullivan 
County;  Osceola  and  Smith  Mills, 
Clearfield  County;  Robertsdale  and 
parts  of  Wood  Township,  Huntingdon 
County,  Broad  Top  Township,  Bed- 
ford County  and  Wells  Township, 
Fulton  County,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wood;  Rural  Valley  and  part  of  Co- 
wanshannock  Township,  Armstrong 
County. 

Infected  soil  has  been  found  at  these 
points  and  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
in  this  soil  will  tend  to  spread  the 
disease.  Planting  of  immune  varieties 
will  be  permitted  under  certain  con- 
ditions. 

Safety  zones  in  which  white  pota- 
toes may  be  grown  only  under  State 
supervision  are  established  as  follows : 
Dennison,  Butler,  Sugar  Loaf  and 
Black  Creek  Townships,  Luzerne 
County;  North  Union,  East  Union, 
Mahanoy,  Delano,  Kline  and  Rush 
Townships  and  Mahanoy  City  and 
Shenandoah,  Schuylkill  County;  Pack- 
er and  Lehigh  Townships,  and  Weath- 
erly,  Carbon  County. 


PIAN  WILDFIRE 
CONTROL  WORK 

Tobacco  wildfire  disease  control 
work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  State  College  will 
be  expanded  by  22  percent  this  year, 
J.  Hansel!  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, said  today. 

This  expansion  will  be  along  the 
hnes  of  more  plant  beds,  more  plants 
for  replanting,  more  field  acres  plant- 
ed and  more  cooperating  tobacco 
growers. 

Last  year  forty  cooperating  farm- 
ers used  778,000  disease  free  plants — 
furnished  by  the  Department — on  135 
acres.  This  year's  acreage  will  prob- 
ably exceed  165  acres. 

The  State's  first  tobacco  wildfire 
disease  control  demonstration,  con- 
(iucted  last  year,  was  successful.  It 
P^"oved  that  through  certain  sanitary 
practices  disease  free  plants  could  be 
produced  commercially. 
.  Even  greater  precautions  against 
infection  are  being  taken  this  year. 
Soil,  plant  bed  frames,  tools,  and 
other  equipment  will  be  sterilized. 
Uiard  rails  are  being  erected  around 
the  beds  to  prevent  infection  from 
jobacco-using  spectators.  Workers  will 
"^  required  to  wash  their  hands  and 
remove  tobacco  from  their  clothing 
fefore  approaching  the  beds.  Multiple 
'ayers  of  cloth  will  cover  the  beds. 


HEAVY  PEACH 
CROP  FORECAST 

Thrifty  Pennsylvania  housewives 
who  did  not  can  peaches  the  last  two 
seasons  because  of  high  prices  may  be 
able  this  year  to  put  up  a  supply  for 
the  next  several  seasons,  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  said 
today. 

The  peach  crop  in  the  ten  southern 
peach  states  is  27  percent  below  the 
1936  crop  and  32  percent  below  the 
1928-32  average,  but  Pennsylvania  or- 
chardists  expect  a  good  crop.  This  will 
mean  an  adequate  supply  for  Key- 
stone State  consumers  at  prices  favor- 
able to  both  grower  and  consumer. 

The  Bureau  of  Markets  predicts 
high  prices  for  the  early  southern 
crop  and  lower  prices  for  the  later 
tree-ripened   Pennsylvania  peaches. 

An  open  winter,  a  total  absence  of 
killing  frosts  this  spring  and  favor- 
able pollinating  weather  have  com- 
bined to  make  a  heavy  crop  in  this 
State  almost  certain. 


Complete  Distribution 

Farm  Show  Awards 

Distribution  of  5,359  awards  and 
$30,989  in  cash  prizes  for  the  1937 
Pennsylvania  State  Farm  Show  has 
been  completed  by  the  Farm  Show 
Commission  through  the  Farm  Agents 
of  the  counties  from  which  competi- 
tive exhibits  were  entered. 

Weeks  were  required  to  check  the 
awards.  In  many  of  the  counties  the 
formal  presentations  were  made  at 
banquets  or  other  gatherings  of  farm 
groups. 

Money  awards  were  apportioned  as 
follows:  horses,  $2,810;  sheep,  $2,790; 
swine,  $1,849;  beef  cattle,  $3,980; 
dairy  cattle,  $6,308;  dairy  products, 
$202;  com,  $694;  small  grains,  $174; 
potatoes,  $474;  tobacco,  $196;  apples, 
$1,369.75;  edible  nuts,  vegetables, 
$330;  maple  products,  $60;  apiary 
products,  $458;  wool,  $187;  eggs, 
$473;  poultry,  $4,809;  dressed  turkevs, 
$48;  baby  chicks,  $71;  home  economics, 
$1,459;  horse-shoe  pitching,  $65;  4-H 
Clubs  contests,  $216;  dramatics  and 
music,  $750;  vocational  demonstra- 
tions, $600;  vocational  window  dis- 
plays, $585. 

Money  awards  to  4-H  Club  members 
totaled  $3,848  and  vocational  pupils 
received  awards  totaling  $2,250. 


State  Is  Natural  Habitat 

For  Many  Medicinal  Herbs 

Several  hundred  medicinal  plants  or 
herbs  can  be  found  in  the  wild  state 
or  may  readily  be  cultivated  in  Penn- 
sylvania, according  to  Dr.  E.  M. 
Gress,  State  Botanist. 

In  Western  Pennsylvania  recently 
Dr.  L.  K.  Darbaker,  of  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh  faculty,  found  259  dif- 
ferent medicinal  plants.  An  even  long- 
er list  might  be  compiled  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  State. 

Most  of  the  better  known  herbs  or 
medicinal  plants  are  native  to  Penn- 
sylvania soil.  This  list  includes :  quack 
grass,  calamus,  poke  weed,  golden 
seal,  goldthread,  black  cohosh.  May 
apple,  blood  root,  wild  indigo,  wild 
sarsaparilla,  ginseng,  pleurisy  root, 
stone  root,  dandelion,  burdock,  pep- 
permint and  spearmint. 

Herb  farming  is  one  of  the  oldest 
forms  of  American  agriculture.  A  cen- 
tury ago  the  Shakers  founded  a  com- 
munity devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
medicinal  plants.  A  Shaker  catalogue 
of  1849  lists  about  150  herb  products. 

No  longer  is  herb  farming  found  on 
a  large  scale  in  Pennsylvania.  Many 
farms  cultivate  small  patches  of  gin- 
seng if  the  natural  habitats  are  avail- 
able, or  they  may  market  small  quan- 
tities of  other  medicinal  plants,  but 
labor  costs  are  too  high  in  this  State 
for  herb  farming  on  a  large  scale. 


FARM  FACTS 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  today  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Ten-Ton  Tomato  Club  of 
this  State  last  year  had  in  most  cases 
observed  the  following  rotation  of 
crops  to  obtain  their  big  1936  yields; 
grass  in  1934,  corn  in  1935  and  toma- 
toes in  1936. 


The  State  Bureau  of  Markets  last 
year  graded  10,540,197  pounds  of 
Pennsylvania  grapes  for  juice  pur- 
poses. This  was  an  all  time  high. 


Grading  of  fruits  and  vegetables  for 
canning  purposes  has  reduced  the  cost 
of  production  for  the  canner  while  in- 
creasing the  farmer's  profit,  J.  Han- 
sell French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
said  today. 


The  record  potato  yield  of  696.1 
bushels  per  acre  established  by  H.  J. 
Walton  and  Sons,  Chester  County,  in 
1928  still  stands.  The  high  yield  for 
the  State  last  year  was  605  bushels. 


Butter  imports  of  the  United  States 
were  13,000,000  pounds  less  last  year 
than  in  1935,  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  reports.  Corn 
imports  fell  off  12,000,000  bushels, 
oats  imports  were  10,000,000  bushels 
less  and  barley  imports  dropped  19,- 
000,000  pounds. 


The  use  of  turkeys  for  the  control 
of  grasshoppers  was  first  undertaken 
six  years  ago  in  Klamath  County, 
Oregon. 


J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture, said  today  that  the  farmers 
of  Pennsylvania  can  save  their  preci- 
ous top  soil  and  reduce  the  flood  haz- 
ards by  crop  rotation,  contour  strip 
cropping,  terracing,  contour  tillage, 
check  dams,  grassed  waterways,  re- 
forestation, controlled  grazing  and 
forest  fire  prevention. 


The  loss  from  fires  on  farms  and  in 
rural  sections  of  the  United  States  is 
more  than  60  percent  of  the  total  na- 
tional fire  loss.  In  1936  it  placed  a  $16 
"fire  tax"  on  every  farm  in  the  coun- 
try. Last  year  the  property  loss  from 
fires  on  farms  was  approximately 
$100,000,000,  and  3,500  lives  were  also 
lost,  according  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 


Maple  Syrup-Sugar  Output 

Higher  In  Pennsylvania 

"Sugar  bushes"  in  the  maple  syrup 
belt  of  Pennsylvania  placed  this  State 
fourth  in  maple  syrup  production  and 
fifth  in  maple  sugar  production  among 
the  ten  maple  states  this  season. 

The  Keystone  State  crop  of  sugar 
was  about  20  percent  higher  this  year 
than  last  and  syrup  output  was  50 
percent  greater,  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Reporting  Service,  Pennsylvania 
Department  of   Agriculture,  reports. 

Figures  for  the  1937  crop  were: 
518,000  trees  tapped,  62,000  pounds  of 
sugar  made,  155,000  gallons  of  syrup 
made  and  2.51  pounds  of  sugar  per 
tree. 

Totals  for  the  nation  were  2,562,000 
gallons  of  syrup  and  990,000  pounds 
of  sugar. 
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PARM  ACCIDENTS 
KILL  FORTY-ONE 

Farm  accidents  instantly  killed 
fnrtv-one  persons  and  seriously  in- 
jured fifty-three  others  during  the 
last  twelve  months  in  Pennsylvania 
according  to  a  survey  made  by  J. 
Hansen   French,   Secretary   of   Agri- 

^"a  year  ago  Secretary  French  is- 
sued a  public  statement  urging 
farmers  to  observe  rules  of  safety. 
At  that  time  he  inaugurated  the  first 
survey  intended  to  arrive  at  the  facts 
of  farm  accidents.  Similar  records 
will  be  collected  during  the  next  cal- 
endar year.       ^    ^  ^  ... 

The  total  of  forty-one  accidents 
which  resulted  in  instant  death  is  be- 
lieved to  be  reasonably  complete. 
Every  county  was  checked.  How 
many  of  the  fifty-three  persons  ser- 
iously injured  in  farm  accidents  who 
died  subsequently  of  those  injuries  is 


not  known,  because  that  information 
was  not  supplied  by  the  sources  em- 
ployed. 

Classified  as  to  causes  the  instantly 
fatal  accidents  were  as  follows:  Fall- 
ing from  trees,  buildings  and  silos, 
11;  gored  or  trampled  by  cattle,  8; 
struck  by  falling  trees,  4;  crushed 
under  tractors,  4;  killed  by  runaway 
horses  and  mules,  2;  killed  by  reap- 
ers and  binders,  2;  killed  by  falling 
lumber,  fodder  cutter,  entanglement 
in  wire,  falling  straw  stack,  roller, 
fall  in  lime  kiln,  disc  harrow,  wagon, 
thresher,  or  falling  pulley,  one  each. 

Classified  as  to  causes  the  fifty- 
three  serious  accidents  reported  were: 
falls  from  trees,  buildings  and  silos, 
16;  tractor,  11;  runaway  horses  and 
mules,  5;  thresher,  4;  com  sheller  and 
shredding  machines,  3;  caught  in  ma- 
chinery, 2;  fodder  cutter,  3;  swallow- 
ing staple,  gored  by  bull,  reaper  and 
binder,  engine  belt,  pitchfork,  falling 
pulley,  firearms,  falling  rafter  and 
trampled  by  cow,  one  each. 


DATES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FAIRS 
ANNOUNCED  BY  SECRETARY  FRENCH 

Dates  of  eighty-four  Pennsylvania  fairs  are  contained  in  a  bulletin  issued 
today  by  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Other  fairs  to  be  held  in 
this  State  this  year  have  not  yet  announced  their  dates.  A  complete  list  will  be 

issued  later.  »,„.         ,.,^.         ■,  ^  j  ^     - 

The  list  contains  the  names  of  the  fairs,  their  location,  dates  and  secretaries. 

Fairs  held  on  fairgrounds: 


Fair 

Spring  Mills 

Mifflin  County- 


Flourtown  Fair 

Cumberland  County 

Juniata  County 

Fawn  Grove 


Location 

—  Conshohocken- 

—  Lewistown 

.  Flourtown.. 


Date 
July  9-17. 
.Aug.  2-7.. 


Mt.  Hy.  Springs.. — 

—  Port  Royal 

—  F'awn  Grove 

Armbtrong  County F'ord  City 


New  Castle- 

Quakertown. 

Troy- 


Kutztown -~ 

Rich  Hill. 

United  Farmers 

iJutier  Fair 

Cowanesque  Valley. 

Gala  Week  Fair 

New  Castle 

Ijutks  County 

Troy- — _..-. 

Susquehanna  county Montrose- 

Lycoming  County Hughesville — 

Centre  County Centre  Hall 

Carbon  County Lchighton 

Wattsburg- Wattsburg 

Bradford  County - .Towanda.- — . 

Huntingdon  County ~  Huntingdon — 

Bedford  Fair _ Bedford 

Clarion  County 

Indiana  County 

Harford _. 

Stoneboro  (Mercer)  — 

Montgomery  County.... 

Schuylkill  County 

Somerset  County 

McKcan  County 

Cambria  County 

Mifflin. 

Dayton.. 


.Aug.  6-14-.... 
-Aug.  4-5-6..- 

.Aug.  9-14 

.Aug.  11-14- 
.Aug.  12-14_ 
.Aug.  17-20- 
.Aug.  17-19- 
Aug.  17-21. 


Kutztown 

Wind  Ridge -- 

Abbottstown 

.  llutler..- —  Aug.  18-21. 

.  Westfield Aug.  18-21. 

.  Red  Lion Aug.  23-28 


.  Aug.  24-27...- 
Aug.  24-27. 


Clarion- 
Indiana- _. 

.  Harford-.- 

Stoneboro — 

.  Hatfield ~ 

.  Cressona 

.  Meyersdale- 
.  Smethport- 


Aug.  24-28 

Aug.  25-27 

Aug.  25-28 

,  Aug.  28-Sept.  3 

.  Aug.  30-Sept.  5 _ 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  3 — .. 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  3 

Aug.  31-Sept.  4 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  4- 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  2 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  3 

Sept.  1-3 


Secretary 
Samuel  M.  Glass 
S.  B.  Russell 
Wm.  J.  Goss 
H.  K.  McCuUough 
.J.  H.  Book 

•  L.  M.  Brown 

•  Walter  H.  Bowser 

•  C.  L.  Bordner 
-O.  1.  DiUie 

-  M.  L.  Slotheur 
C.  M.  Miller 
G.  B.  Clark 

-  R.  M.  Spangle 

-A.  C.  Shiaf 

~  Robert  Reinhart 

-  H.  D.  Holcombe 


Ebensburg 

Newville - 

Dayton — 

Sullivan  County Forksville 

LinesviUe-. Linesville - - 

Sugai  Grove Sugar  Grove 

Union  Agricultural Burgettstown 

Venango-Clarion _ Lamartine...-.— .-. 

Cambridge  Springs-. Cambridge  Springs 

Reading- 


Sept.  3-8 -... 

Sept.  6-11 _ 

Sept.  6-11 

Sept.  6-9 

Sept.  6-9 ...- 

Sept.  6-11 

Sept.  7-10 

Sept.  7-11 „ 

Sept.  8-11 _ 

Sept.  9-11. 


John  Mahon 

Edw.  E.  Frontz 

—  Edith  Sankey  Dale 
-  Frank  R.  Diehl 

—  H.  M.  Burrows 

—  Karl  D.  Shiner 
...  C.  S.  Whittaker 
..-  A.  C.  Brice 
-J.  P.  Baker 

—  B.  H.  Lichtebergcr 

—  O.  F.  Maynard 

—  Walter  B.  Parker 

—  S.  D.  Conver 

—  F.  W.  Bausum 

—  F.  P.  Brown 

—  E.  J.  John.son 

—  Rowland  Davis 

A.  E.  Miller 

.-J.  R.  Borland 

J.  Roy  Whit eley 


O.  A.  Porter 

Sept.  9-11 - - T.  R.  Sponslor 

Sept.  9-11 J.  L.  McGough 

Sept.  9-11 A.  E.  Ritts 


Reading _ 

So.  Mountain  F'air.. 

Mercer,  Central 

Jenuer 

Fulton  County -.  ,  ,  , 

Wyoming  County Tunkhannock 

Ligonier  \allcy Ligonier.... 


Arendtsville -  Sept.  14-17 

Mercer - - - Sept.  14-lfa 

Jcnnerstown Sept.  14-17 

McConnellsburg.. - Sept.  14-17- - 

Sept.  14-17 

Sept.  14-17 


Sept.  9-11 _ R.  L.  Whipple 

Sept.  12-19 Charles  W.  Swoyer 


Newport- 


I^erry  County 

Doylestown  (Bucks) Doylestown.- 

Voungsville Youngsville 

Mansfield  „.  Mansfield 

i^swego  Valiey Millport 

Green  Township. Cookport 

Edinboro-..  .    _.„  „- Edinboro . 

West  Alexander VVest  Alexander- 

Spartansburg  „. Spartansburg.- 


Sept.  14-16 

.„ _Sept.  14-18 .- 

..„ -Sept.  15-18 

Sept.  15-18 

._ Sept.  15-17. 

-..-Sept.  16-18 

...._ Sept.  16-18 

_ Sept.  16-18. 


Cochranton-.. 


Ueartield  County— 

>>ayne  County 

Lehigh  County 

Gratz 

Greene  County 

^^est  Lampeter 

Turbotville 

Bloomsburg.. 


Hrk  County- 

Venango  County 

5>tate  Farm  Show ..- 


Fair 

Greene  Dreher 

Conncautville _. 

Ephrata 

North  East 


Cochranton 

,  Clearfield 

..  Honesdale 

.  Allentown— 

..Gratz- -. 

..  Waynesburg — 

„  Lampeter 

„  Turbotville 

_  Bloomsburg 

_  York 


Sept.  16-18 — 

Sept.  16-18 

Sept.  20-25- — 

„.  Sept.  21-24 _.. 

_  Sept.  21-25 

Sept.  21-25.- -... 

Sept.  21-24 

Sept.  22-24 _- 

Sept.  23-25 

. Sept.  27-Oct.  2-. 

_ .Oct.  5-9 - 

_.  Oct.  20-23 - 


.1"  Jan.  17-21  (1938) Howard  Eisaman 


Oil  City 

.  Harrisburg 

INDOOR  AND  STREET  FAIRS: 

Location  ^  ^a^^  , , 

Newfoundland Sept.  9-11... 

.  Conneautrille Sept.  16-18 


A.  J).  Sheely 
-J.  P.  Orr 
.„  A.  O.  Lape 
.-  Lloyd  W.  Mellott 
.-  Percy  H.  Brunges 
„.  D.  M.  Robinson 
_.  A.  K.  Ludwig 
...J.  Allen  Gardy 

-  R.  L.  Albright 

—  Frank  Marvin 

...  Mrs.  A.  M.  Donavan 
„..  E.  L.  Haskins 
„.  Biron  E.  Decker 
„.  Paul  Rogers 
...J.  A.  Whitney 
...  A.  M.  Shaffer 

George  W.  Ralston 

.„.  E.  W.  Gammell 

M.  H.  Beary 

Guy  R.  Klinger 

A.  C.  Sproat 

Wayne  B.  Rentschler 

Harry  Everett 

Harry  B.  Correll 

....John  H.  Rutter 
Caleb  D.  Sutton 


,  Ephrata 

North  East 


Sept.  20-25.. — 

Sept.  23-25.. — 


iSenton  Township. 

Manheim 

Manor 

^'lysses ""„.,' 

^«w  Holland New  Holland. 

^-olumhia  Harvest  Home Columbia- — 

%erstown Myerstown  — 

'>rmers  &  Fruit  Growers...  Oil  City  Armory — 


Benton  Voc.  School Sept.  22-25...... 

Manheim Sept.  30-Oc  .  2 

Millersville Sept.  30-Oct.  12- 

-  Ulysse.s. - Oct.  7-9 


^lontour-Delong 

^v  iJedford  County. 


Oct.  7-9. 

Oct.  12-14. 

Oct.  14-16. 

.Oct.  20-22- 


.  Washingtonville- 
Yellow  Creek. 


•enesce. 


Genessee- 


Oct.  20-22 

Oct.  21-23 

Oct.  28-30 


Secretary 

W.  B.  Frisbie 

Henry  R.  Shawkey 

(Pres.) 

Fred  R.  tanda 

.„  Mrs.  Mildred 

Hendrickson 

B.  K.  Horner 

„...-.  Paul  B.  Bech 

H.  P.  Siglin 

Don  C.  Rounseville 

. L  W.  Cauller 

Melvin  L.  Miller 

J.  T.  Auld 

Caleb  D.  Sutton 

Geo.  W.  Cromis 

Howard  F.  Fox 

Warren  H.  Steele 


GOVERNOR  SIGNS 
TEN  FARM  BILLS 

Governor  Earle  has  signed  ten  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  bills  passed 
in  the  recent  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  is  expected  to  sign  at 
least  seven  others  vi^ithin  a  few  days. 
Several  other  farm  bills  supported  by 
the  administration  have  been  signed 
or  are  awaiting  the  Governor's  signa- 
ture. 

Already  on  the  statute  books  by 
virtue  of  passage  by  the  General  As- 
sembly and  approval  by  the  Governor 
are  acts  under  which  the  State  will 
pay  for  the  first  time  indemnities  on 
dairy  cattle  condemned  for  Bang's 
disease,  amending  the  Administrative 
Code,  codifying  the  State  Plant  Pest 
Laws,  amending  the  State  Butter 
Law,  bonding  and  licensing  produce 
dealers,  creating  a  fee  for  livestock 
dealers'  licenses,  appropriating  $10,- 
000  for  the  control  of  tobacco  diseases, 
strengthening  the  sanitary  regula- 
tions for  the  bottling  of  soft  drinks, 
strengthening  the  pure  food  laws  and 
requiring  the  marking  of  grades  on 
closed  packages  of  potatoes. 

Departmental  or  administration  bills 
passed  by  the  legislature  and  await- 
ing the  Governor's  signature  are: 

Appropriating  $25,000  for  potato 
experimental  work,  a  State  enabling 
act  under  the  Agricultural  Adjust- 
ment and  Domestic  Allotment  Act,  a 
State  enabling  act  under  the  federal 
soil  conservation  program,  amend- 
ments to  the  sausage  act,  amendments 
to  the  ice  cream  law,  and  a  $500  ap- 
propriation for  Cedar  Rust  indem- 
nities. 


FARM  FACTS 

Misuse  of  land  has  created  problem 
conditions  in  279  Pennsylvania  town- 
ships. These  areas  lost  a  third  of  their 
population  from  1900  to  1930. 

The  average  value  of  farm  real 
estate  in  twelve  states  is  now  more 
than  100  percent  of  the  pre-war  aver- 
ages in  those  states.  With  a  present 
average  value  of  87  percent  of  pre- 
war value  Pennsylvania  is  twenty- 
fifth  among  the  states  in  maintenance 
or  recovery  of  farm  values  since  the 
depression,  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture discloses. 


Pennsylvania  farmers,  according  to 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, last  year  for  the  fourth  con- 
secutive year  received  an  increased 
proportion  of  the  total  amount  spent 
by  the  consumer  for  food. 

Every  morning  30,000,000  bottles  of 
milk  are  left  on  the  doorsteps  of 
America. 


There  are  46  different  food  sub- 
stances in  milk  and  the  quantities  con- 
tained in  a  quart  would  cost  $44  if 
purchased  separately  from  a  chemist. 


Department  Issues  Book 

On  Apiary  Inspection 

Pennsylvania  has  more  apiaries 
than  any  other  State.  There  are 
30,000  beekeepers  and  195,000  colon- 
ies of  bees  in  this  State.  While  these 
bees  annually  produce  1,750,000 
pounds  of  honey  worth  $300,000  their 
greatest  value  is  as  pollinizers  of 
fruit  and  other  blossoms. 

An  illustrated  bulletin  issued  today 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Departnient  of 
Agriculture  contains  information  for 
beekeepers,  a  copy  of  the  State  Bee 
Law,  State  regulations  and  instruc- 
tions for  the  annual  State  bee  in- 
spection. 

Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  ob- 
tained without  cost  by  writing  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Room  127,  South  Office  Build- 
ing, Harrisburg,  Pa.,  for  General  Bul- 
letin No.  544. 
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STATE  FUNDS 
WILL  BENEFIT 
DAIRY  FARMS 

Indemnification  of  farmers  and 
breeders  for  cattle  condemned  for 
Bang's  disease  has  been  started  by 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture, 
under  a  law  recently  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  and  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor Earle.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
Commonwealth  had  paid  indemnities 
for  Bang's  disease,  although  the  Fed- 
eral government  has  appropriated 
funds  for  that  purpose  since  early  in 
1935. 

All  infected  cattle  condemned  on 
applications  for  Bang's  disease  tests 
filed  after  June  1,  1937,  will  be  eligi- 
ble for  State  indemnity. 

The  maximum  State  indemnity  has 
been  fixed  by  the  legislature  at  $32.50 
for  nonregistered  cattle  and  $50  for 
pure  bred  registered  cattle.  The  Fed- 
eral rates  are  $25  and  $50.  The  total 
of  the  State  and  Federal  indemnities 
and  carcass  value  must  not  exceed  90 
percent  of  the  appraised  value  of  the 
condemned  animal. 

For  the  next  two  years  $1,200,000 
of  State  funds  will  be  available  for 
cattle  indemnities.  That  amount  is 
provided  by  the  general  appropria- 
tion act  now  awaiting  the  Governor's 
signature  and  was  recommended  in  the 
Governor's  budget  message. 

The  Federal  and  State  Departments 
of  Agriculture  will  cooperate  in  the 
Bang's  disease  eradication  work  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  bovine  tuber- 
culosis program  has  been  promul- 
gated. Additional  State  veterinarians 
will  be  appointed  and  the  office  force 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  at 
Harrisburg  will  be  augmented. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the 
Bang's  disease  program  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  approximately  $830,- 
000  has  been  expended  in  the  paying 
of  indemnities  to  owners  of  livestock 
in  Pennsylvania.  Under  the  group 
area  plan  of  testing  an  average  of 
six  percent  infection  was  found  in  the 
herds  tested,  compared  with  a  12  per- 
cent infection  under  the  individual 
plan.  Of  a  total  of  183,742  herds  com- 
prising 1,500,000  cattle,  21,276  herds 
are  under  supervision  with  a  total  of 
266,692  cattle.  The  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  certified 
to  approximately  4,000  herds  for 
Bang's  disease  in  the  last  two  years. 

Governor  Earle,  Secretary  French, 
Representative  Dennis  L.  Westrick, 
chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee;  Senator  Weldon  B.  Hey- 
burn,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Agri- 
culture Committee  and  Dr.  H.  M. 
Kalodner,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  have  publicly  de- 
scribed the  Bang's  disease  eradication 
legislation  as  of  great  economic  value 
to  the  farmers  and  consumers.  Bang's 
disease  infection  has  been  causing 
Pennsylvania  dairy  farmers  and  cat- 
tle breeders  tremendous  losses  annu- 
ally. It  is  also  the  cause  of  undulant 
fever  in  human  beings. 


WHEAT  VARIETIES 

Keystone  State  farmers  plant  thir- 
ty-six important  varieties  and  an  uri- 
known  number  of  insignificant  vari- 
eties of  wheat. 

Three  varieties  account  for  77.2 
percent  of  the  entire  State  acreage. 
These  varieties  are:  Nittany,  34.3 
percent;  Leap,  26.4  percent,  and  For- 
ward, 16.5  percent. 

The  last  farm  census  gives  the 
State  a  wheat  acreage  of  945,940 
acres. 

Other  varieties  having  an  acreage 
0'  one  percent  or  more  of  the  total 
are:  Fulcaster,  8.6  percent;  Fultz,  1.9 
percent;  Mediterranean,  1.4  percent; 
Jjed  Wave,  1  percent.  Six  percent  of 
the  total  acreage  is  in  varieties  not 
included  in  the  "important"  classifi- 
cation. 


MORE  DOLLARS 
FOR  FARMERS 

Pennsylvania  farmers  received  $78,- 
964,000  from  the  sale  of  their  prin- 
cipal farm  products  during  the  first 
four  months  of  this  year,  compared 
with  $53,198,000  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1934,  it  is  dis- 
closed by  a  report  from  the  Federal- 
State  Crop  Reporting  Service  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
increase  over  1936  was  $14,556,000. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  receipts 
in  this  State  from  the  sale  of  farm 
crops  totaled  $5,056,000,  compared 
with  $3,475,000  last  year  and  $2,377,- 
000  in  April,  1934.  The  receipts  from 
the  sale  of  livestock  and  livestock 
products  in  April  this  year  totaled 
$16,222,000,  compared  with  $14,070,- 
000  last  year  and  $11,640,000  in  1934. 

"Cash  receipts  from  marketings  of 
the  principal  farm  products  and  from 
Government  payments  to  farmers  in 
April  1937  were  larger  than  in  April 
1936  in  each  of  the  six  major  geo- 
graphical divisions  of  the  country. 
The  West  North  Central  region  was 
the  only  one  to  show  a  decline  in  re- 
ceipts from  farm  marketings,  which 
was  more  than  offset  by  the  larger 
Government  payments  in  April  this 
year  than  a  year  ago. 

"The  estimates  of  receipts  from  the 
sale  of  principal  farm  products  are 
based  upon  the  marketings  of  33  of 
the  more  important  farm  products, 
which  for  the  United  States  as  a 
whole  measure  approximately  93  per- 
cent of  the  annual  cash  income  from 
all  farm  products.  For  the  United 
States  as  a  whole,  as  reported  by  the 
Bureau  on  May  25,  cash  income  from 
all  farm  marketings  and  Government 
payments  in  April  amounted  to  $659,- 
000,000  or  24  percent  more  than  in 
April  1936. 

"Cash  income  from  all  farm  mar- 
ketings in  the  entire  country  during 
the  first  4  months  of  1937  totaled 
$2,322,000,000,  or  16  percent  more 
than  for  the  first  4  months  in  1936. 
Including  Government  payments,  total 
cash  income  for  January-April  1937 
amounted  to  $2,604,000,000  compared 
with  $2,050,000,000  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

"Government  payments  to  farmers 
in  April  this  year  amounted  to  $76,- 
000,000  compared  with  $37,000,000  in 
April  1936.  Payments  during  May  and 
June  are  likely  to  continue  large,  as 
the  payments  due  on  the  1936  Agri- 
cultural Conservation  program  near 
completion.  For  the  first  4  months  of 
1937  Government  payments  to  farm- 
ers toUled  $283,000,000  as  compared 
with  $54,000,000  in  the  same  period 
last  year. 

"In  Maine,  New  York,  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  cash  receipts  were 
higher  this  April,  as  the  larger  re- 
ceipts from  cattle,  eggs  and  milk  sup- 
plemented the  increased  receipts  from 
potatoes  and  grains.  The  North  At- 
lantic States  as  a  group  showed  an  8 
percent  increase  in  receipts  from  mar- 
ketings this  April  over  April  1936. 
For  the  first  4  months  of  this  year 
the  North  Atlantic  region  recorded 
an  increase  of  12  percent  in  cash  re- 
ceipts over  the  receipts  during  the 
same  period  last  year." 


DESTRUCTIVE  DCXiS 

Livestock  and  poultry  owners  dur- 
ing May  filed  125  claims  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  animals  killed  by  dogs.  Dam- 
ages totaling  $1,624.55  were  paid  by 
the  Department  last  month. 

The  Department  collected  $142.85 
in  damages  from  dog  owners  and  as- 
sisted farmers  in  recovering  $221.60 
in  damages  from  dog  owners. 


Stallion  Registration 

During  the  first  five  months  of  this 
year  342  stallions  were  licensed  by 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Forty-two  licenses  were  issued  in 
May.  'This  is  an  increase  of  one  over 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

/  f 


FARM  FACTS 

Since  1930  the  farm  population  of 
the  United  States  has  increased  from 
30,500,000  to  31,800,000. 


As  part  of  its  community  beautifi- 
cation  program  the  Montgomery 
County  Dogwood  Association  distri- 
buted 50,000  dogwood  bushes  this 
year. 


Northampton  County  has  appropri- 
ated funds  for  a  complete  apiary  in- 
spection of  that  county  this  year  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 


Several  nursery  shipments  num- 
bering over  a  million  plants  each  were 
inspected  by  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  agents  last  month. 


SMALL  GRAINS 
INSPECTION  DUE 

Pennsylvania  growers  have  applied 
to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  State 
Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the 
inspection  this  year  of  1,000  acres  of 
wheat,  oats  and  barley  seed  for  certi- 
fication purposes.  Applications  are 
now  due. 

This  is  the  second  year  of  the  small 
grains  inspection  and  certification 
service  for  Keystone  State  farmers. 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, inaugurated  this  service  last 
year  to  encourage  the  production  of 
pure  seed  in  this  State. 

Growers  desiring  to  submit  their 
1937  crops  for  certification  should 
make  application  at  once  since  the 
regfulations  require  inspection  of  the 
seed  in  the  field  before  harvesting. 
Application  should  be  made  to  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

Last  year  696.5  acres  were  inspect- 
ed and  426.2  acres  certified.  The  de- 
mand for  this  seed  was  greater  than 
the  supply. 

Considerable  smut  and  varietal  im- 
purity were  found  in  the  seed  entered 
for  certification  last  year.  The  grow- 
ers have  taken  the  necessary  steps  to 
eliminate  these  conditions  and  to  pro- 
duce a  much  purer  seed  this  year. 
Secretary  French  anticipates  a  better 
and  larger  crop  of  certified  small 
grains'  seeds  this  year  from  Pennsyl- 
vania fields. 


EARLE  NAMES 
SHOW  DIRECTOR 

Harrisburg,  June — Governor  Earle 
has  announced  the  appointment  of 
M.  J.  Grimes,  of  Catawissa,  Columbia 
County,  as  director  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show  to  succeed  Howard 
G.  Eisaman,  who  resigned  to  accept 
the  chairmanship  of  the  new  State 
Milk  Control  Commission. 

Grimes  was  nominated  by  the  Farm 
Show  Commission  and  was  supported 
for  the  position  by  many  farm  groups. 
A  former  cattle  breeder,  he  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years  manager  of  the 
cattle  department  of  the  Bloomsburg 
State  Fair. 

The  Bloomsburg  Morning  Press 
says  of  his  appointment: 

"Those  who  know  him  best  appre- 
ciate the  more  fully  how  fortunate  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  in  se- 
curing the  services  of  M.  J.  Grimes, 
of  Catawissa,  as  superintendent  of 
the  State  Farm  Show. 

"Out  of  a  field  of  thirty-four  can- 
didates he  was  picked  as  the  man  best 
equipped  to  make  a  still  greater  suc- 
cess of  the  show  in  the  future  than 
it  has  been  in  the  past. 

"This  show  is  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  the  United  States,  and  his  se- 
lection for  the  job  certainly  ought  to 
be  a  source  of  encouragement  to  those 
on  the  Columbia  County  Fair  Board 
who  have  been  actuated  by  the 
thought  that  only  through  vision  and 
the  aim  to  give  the  public  the  best 
show  possible  could  the  Fair  hope  to 
always  carry  on." 
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STATE  nCHTS 
GRAIN  DISEASE 

War  is  to  be  made  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  on 
Cereal  or  Black  Stem  Rust,  destruc- 
tive disease  enemy  of  cereal  crops. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  has 
allocated  to  this  purpose  part  of  its 
1937-39  biennial  appropriation,  in- 
creased by  the  recent  legislature. 

Federal  agencies  have  been  fighting 
the  disease  in  this  and  other  States 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  under  the 
new  federal  appropriation  act  fed- 
eral funds  are  to  be  withdrawn  from 
those  States  which  fail  to  cooperate 
financially. 

This  plant  disease  has  damaged 
American  wheat,  oats  and  other 
cereal  crops  to  the  extent  of  $900,- 
000,000  since  1915.  The  federal  con- 
trol work  has  reduced  the  annual  loss 
from  50,000,000  bushels  to  3,000,000 
bushels. 

Crop  failures  due  to  Cereal  Rust 
reduced  the  Lackawanna  County  oat 
crop  from  192,330  bushels  in  1920  to 
93,517  bushels  in  1930.  In  two  dairy 
counties  in  the  northeastern  section 
of  the  State  the  disease  has  made  it 
impossible  to  raise  cereal  crops  for 
feed  for  livestock.  These  farmers 
could  effect  an  annual  saving  of 
$1,000,000  if  they  could  produce  their 
own  feed. 

The  key  to  the  control  program  is 
the  eradication  of  the  common  Euro- 
pean barberry,  on  which  the  disease 
depends  for  one  stage  of  its  devel- 
opment. 

Under  the  federal  program  2,910,- 
855  barberry  bushes  and  seedings 
have  been  destroyed  in  this  Stata  The 
control  work  has  centered  in  Centre, 
Cumberland,  Franklin,  Lancaster, 
Lackawanna,  Susquehanna,  Wayne, 
Wyoming  and  York  Counties. 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  has  directed  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry  to  send  men  into 
the  field  this  year  to  eradicate  the  bar- 
berry. He  and  R.  H.  Bell,  director  of 
the  bureau,  have  presented  to  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture a  plan  for  federal-state  co- 
operation. 


STRAWBERRY  LOVER 
GIVEN  WIDE  CHOICE 

More  than  1,000  varieties  of  straw- 
berries are  being  offered  for  sale  in 
the  United  States  this  year. 

Pennsylvania  usually  ranks  sixth  in 
strawberry  acreage  and  fifth  in  yield 
among  the  late  producing  states  and 
its  product  is  unexcelled  and  usually 
commands  premium  prices. 

Rapid  transportation  and  refrigera- 
tion have  made  this  popular  fruit 
available  twelve  months  in  the  year. 
The  Pennsylvania  grown  crop  is  har- 
vested from  May  until  November, 
with  the  season  reaching  its  peak  late 
this  month. 

.  The  development  of  the  strawberry 
IS  especially  interesting.  Early  set- 
tlers coming  to  the  new  world  found 
the  wild  meadow  strawberries  grow- 
ing along  the  eastern  coast  region, 
similar  to  those  which  may  now  be 
lound  growing  in  wild  places.  Some 
of  these  plants  survived  a  six  month 
voyage  to  Europe  where  they  became 
fnixed  wilh  similar  wild  strawberries 
brought  from  Chile. 

These  hybrids  were  brought  to 
America  early  in  the  19th  century 
wid,  through  the  patience,  vision  and 
?kill  of  many  breeders  were  developed 
into  the  large,  sweet,  tasty  strawber- 
ries which  we  have  today. 

Strawberries  are  one  of  our  most 
perishable  fruits  and  deteriorate  rap- 
Jfily  in  quality.  They  can  be  held  by 
dealers  for  only  a  limited  time  which 
Recounts  for  the  wide  range  in  prices 
for  which  they  sometimes  sell.  They 
should  not  be  wet,  badly  bruised  or 
show  much  green.  If  of  a  dull  red 
color  they  are  probably  over-ripe. 


CANNING  SEASON 
OPENS  IN  STATE 

Early  reports  to  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  from  the 
centers  of  Peimsylvania's  rapidly 
growing  vegetable  and  fruit  canning 
industry  indicate  that  this  will  be  the 
State's  most  successful  season  for  the 
production  of  high  quality  fruits  and 
vegetables  for  canning. 

Tons  of  peas  of  exceptional  quality 
have  already  been  harvested  on  some 
of  the  State's  most  fertile  farm  lands 
and  have  been  scientifically  processed 
by  canners  in  Adams,  York,  Lancas- 
ter, Erie  and  Columbia  Counties.  The 
pea  canning  season  will  continue  un- 
til late  July  and  promises  to  establish 
new  high  records  for  quality  and 
volume. 

Other  canning  crops  which  are 
making  Pennsylvania  famous  are 
tomatoes,  com,  beans,  limas,  apples 
and  sour  cherries.  All  are  reported  in 
favorable  condition. 

The  Bureau  of  Markets,  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  anticipates 
a  100  percent  increase  in  the  demand 
for  licensed  inspectors  at  the  can- 
neries in  the  State  this  year.  These 
inspectors  grade  all  farm  products 
delivered  to  the  canneries. 

State  grading  and  inspection  of 
cannery  products  have  raised  the  level 
of  prices  paid  the  farmers,  assured 
the  canneries  uniform  quality  and 
created  a  nation-wide  demand  for 
Pennsylvania  canned  foods. 


HND  RARE  BEETLES 

Specimens  captured  in  bait  pails 
and  beetle  traps  set  in  Clark's  Val- 
ley, Dauphin  County,  have  made  the 
collection  of  the  rare  red  or  yellow- 
banded  beetle  (Purpuricenus  axillaris) 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  the  largest  in  the  world, 
Roger  M.  Baker,  chief  entomologist, 
believes. 

There  are  now  forty-nine  specimens 
in  the  collection  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  in  the  South  Office 
Building.  The  beetle  is  a  purplish 
black  with  a  red  band  across  the 
shoulders,  and  belongs  to  the  family 
of  "long  horns." 

The  insect  collection  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry  is  open  to  the  gen- 
eral public  and  attracts  many  visitors 
to  the  State  Capitol. 

BUY  SURPLUS  MILK 
FROM  STATE  FIRMS 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  was  notified  today  by 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Admin- 
istration that  the  Surplus  Commodi- 
ties Corporation  has  purchased  1,521,- 
550  pounds  of  surplus  dry  skim  milk 
from  three  manufacturers  who  buy 
large  quantities  of  Pennsylvania  milk. 

These  three  concerns  were  among 
twelve  successful  bidders  on  contracts 
totaling  3,264,000  pounds.  The  milk 
is  being  purchased  to  improve  mar- 
keting conditions  and  to  raise  the 
farm  price  of  milk.  It  will  be  distrib- 
uted among  families  on  relief. 


FARM  FACTS 

Pennsylvania  peach  growers  will 
use  ventilated  baskets  to  market  this 
year's  bumper  crop  because  baskets 
of  this  type  precool  the  fruit  more 
thoroughly  and  quickly  making  riper 
fruit  marketable. 


The  farm  tractor  powered  by  an 
internal  combustion  engine  dates  back 
to  1901,  which  makes  it  nearly  as 
old  as  the  first  automobile,  according 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture.  There  are  1,248,000  trac- 
tors doing  farm  work  in  the  United 
States  this  year. 


A  grain  of  wheat  will  not  retain 
its  fertility  more  than  twenty  years, 
the  State  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
advises. 


Electric  power  lines  reach  only 
57,000  of  the  191,000  farms  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports.  The  Rural  Elec- 
trification Administration  at  Wash- 
ington has  loaned  rural  power  coop- 
eratives in  Pennsylvania  $1,790,000 
and  plans  to  finance  others  to  the 
extent  of  $1,600,000  this  year.  These 
cooperatives  are  bringing  the  econ- 
omies and  convenience  of  electric 
power  to  thousands  of  farms  not 
served  by  public  utility  companies. 


A  new  erosion  map,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  re- 
ports, shows  severe  sheet  and  gully 
erosion  along  the  southwestern  bor- 
der of  Pennsylvania,  moderate  sheet 
and  gn^lly  erosion,  serious  locally, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
State  and  in  all  its  best  farming 
sections,  and  unimportant  erosion, 
except  locally,  in  only  the  heavily 
forested  and  uncultivated  areas  in  the 
north  central  and  northeastern  sec- 
tions. 


On  the  basis  of  statistics  gathered 
by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  states  that, 
through  improved  and  mechanized 
farming  methods,  nineteen  farm 
people,  who  produced  a  surplus  for 
only  one  non-farm  person  in  1787, 
now  produce  sufficient  surplus  to  feed 
sixty-six  non-farm  people. 


POULTRY  BULLETIN 

Rules  and  regulations  of  the  Poul- 
try Standardization  Plan  for  the  next 
program  year  were  issued  today  by 
the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  bulletin  describes  the  grades, 
gives  the  requirements  for  each  clas- 
sification and  contains  application 
blanks  for  Poultry  Record  of  Per- 
formance trapnesting  and  for  hatch- 
ery and  flock  inspection.  Applications 
must  be  filed  before  September  1. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  upon  ap- 
plication to  the  Bureau  of  Markets, 
South  Office  Building,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Contest 


May  1 
1 

2 
3 


TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  1,  1937* 

Rank 
State 

E.  B.  Parmenter  (Pen  77) Massachusetts 

E.  B.  Parmenter  (Pen  78) Massachusetts 

Guy  A.  Leader  (Pen  5) Pennsylvania 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm Michigan    4 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania 5 

A.  M.  Wolgemuth Pennsylvania 6 

Guy  A.  Leader  (Pen  4) Pennsylvania 7 

J.   A.  Hanson Oregon   8 

Dryden  Poultry  Breeding  Farm  .California    9 

Carey    Farms Ohio    12 

•E.   n.  Parmenter's  Pens  are  Rhode  Island  Reds.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  MAY,  1934-1937 

Average  Arerage  Egg 

points  Average  weight  oz. 

per  bird  Eggs  per  doz 

159.06      158.99      24.0 

167.56 

164.09 

157.63 


June  1 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 

to  Date 

2061.00 

2029.05 
2014.55 
2007.40 
1985.05 
1896.20 
1887.80 
1882.90 
1851.05 
1849.95 


Eggs 
to  Date 

1985 

1920 

2001 
1980 
1944 
1896 
1853 
1812 
1826 
1818 


Percent 
Month  Production 

May,  1937 65.42 

May,  1936 67.34 

May,  1935 67.52 

May,  1934 64.98 


Average 

Eggs 

158.99 
164.33 
164.07 
157.90 


24.3 
24.0 
23.9 


Percent 
Mortality 

17.81 
15.29 
15.18 
13.86 
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U-  Se  BUTTER  NOT  LUXURY 


Butter  consumption  in  the  United 
States  was  greater  per  capita  during 
the  depression  years  than  during  the 
prosperous  late  20'8,  according  to 
J  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. Since  1910  it  has  been  under 
the  peak  established  during  the 
twenty  years  from  1890  to  1909. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  butter 
rose  from  13.1  pounds  in  the  decade 
of  the  1870's  to  an  average  of  18.6 
pounds  in  the  period  1900-09.  This 
compares  with  17.4  pounds  in  the 
period  1926-30  and  17.9  pounds  in  the 
depression  period  1930-35.  The  long 
time  trend  in  cheese  consumption  per 
capita  has  been  upward.  Per  capita 
consumption  of  concentrated  milks 
and  commercial  ice  cream  has  in- 
creased much  more  rapidly  than 
cheese  consumption.  Of  the  major 
manufactured  dairy  products,  only 
ice  cream  consumption  declined  dur- 
ing the  depression. 


Total  consumption  of  all  manufac- 
tured dairy  products  on  a  milk  equiv- 
alent basis  averaged  472  pounds  per 
capita  during  the  period  1930-35.  The 
long  time  trend  in  per  capita  con- 
sumption has  been  upward.  The  long 
time  tendency  also  has  been  for  do- 
mestic consumption  to  rise  in  relation 
to  domestic  production. 

Butter  is  by  far  the  most  important 
manufactured  dairy  product.  In  recent 
years  it  has  comprised  about  80  per 
cent  of  the  total  production  of  all 
manufactured  dairy  products  on  a 
milk  equivalent  basis.  Since  the  90's, 
however,  the  relative  importance  of 
butter  has  declined.  Cheese  production 
was  high  in  relation  to  the  other  prod- 
ucts in  the  70's  and  80's  but  in  the 
last  45  years  cheese  has  remained 
relatively  stable  at  about  9  per  cent 
of  the  total. 

The  following  chart  shows  the  per 
capita  consumption  per  year  of  prin- 
cipal manufactured  dairy  products: 


Con- 

densed 

Com- 

Total 

and 

mercial 

Malted 

Dried 

Dried 

milk 

Period 

Butteri 

Cheesei 

evapo- 
rated 
mllk2 

ice 
cream* 

milk* 

whole 
milk* 

cream* 

equiva 
lent 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Gals. 

Lbs. 

Lba. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

1910-14 

17.5 

4.28 

7.27 

.545 

.046 

.018 

.0015 

434 

1926-30 

17.4 

4.58 

12.63 

2.020 

.162 

.096 

.0035 

465 

1870-79 

13.1 

2.83 

.18 

.002 

305 

1880-89 

16.1 

3.13 

.48 

.008 

370 

1890-99 

18.2 

3.33 

1.52 

.036 

■■•••• 

421 

1900-09 

18.6 

3.89 

3.96 

.177 

.006 

.001 

.b'do'i 

441 

1910-19 

16.8 

4.22 

8.51 

.838 

.087 

.038 

.0032 

424 

1920-29 

17.1 

4.46 

11.41 

1.816 

.146 

.064 

.0035 

453 

1930-35 

17.9 

4.67 

14.31 

L506 

.112 

.099 

.0012 

472 

iFarm  and  factory.     2Bulk  and  case,   unskimmed,     sproductlon  per  capita.     *For 
the  period  1900-09  and  1910-19  production  pep  capita. 


FEED-EGG  RATIO  UNFAVORABLE 


Over-production  of  eggs  and  three 
drought  years  in  the  gtain  belt  have 
caused  an  adverse  fluctuation  of  the 
feed-egg  ratio  of  nearly  100  per  cent, 
it  was  announced  today  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture. 

At  present  prices  of  eggs  and  poultry 
rations  at  Chicago  it  now  takes  11.10 
dozens  of  eggs  to  buy  100  pounds  of 
poultry  ration.  A  year  ago  5.78  doz- 
ens of  eggs  would  buy  100  pounds  of 
poultry  ration.  The  1925-1934  average 
at  this  season  was  6.82  dozens.  No 
Pennsylvania  feed-egg  ratio  is  com- 
puted but  since  both  feed  and  egg 
prices  are  relatively  higher  here  than 
in  the  Middle  West  it  is  believed  the 
Pennsylvania  ratio  is  comparable  to 
the  Chicago  ratio. 

Important  factors  in  the  poultry 
and  egg  situation  during  recent  weeks 
were:  the  continued  exceptionally  un- 
favorable feed-egg  ratio,  definite  evi- 
dence of  smaller  hatchings  this  spring, 
the  development  of  a  large  carry-over 
stock  of  frozen  poultry,  and  the  con- 


tinued increase  of  storage  stocks  of 
eggs  above  those  of  1936. 

The  farm  price  of  chickens  appears 
to  have  reached  its  seasonal  peak. 
The  seasonal  decline  is  likely  to  be 
greater  than  average  during  the  next 

3  or  4  months  because  of  the  price 
depressing  effect  of  the  large  storage 
stocks  of  frozen  poultry.  In  the  last 

4  months  of  the  year,  however,  smaller 
marketings  than  in  1936,  due  to  a 
smaller  hatch,  will  tend  to  lessen  the 
seasonal  decline  in  prices  and  possi- 
bly to  eliminate  it  during  that  period. 

The  farm  price  of  eggs  is  near  its 
low  point  for  the  year  and  is  likely 
soon  to  begin  its  seasonal  advance  to 
December.  Because  of  the  larger  stocks 
of  eggs  in  storage  than  in  1936  the 
advance  from  the  March-June  aver- 
age is  not  likely  to  be  as  creat  as  it 
vras  last  year. 

The  feed-egg  ratio — dozens  of  eggs 
required  to  buy  100  pounds  of  poultry 
ration — at  Chicago,  by  weeks: 


Year 


Mar. 
6 


Apr. 
3 


WEEK  ENDED  AS  OF  1937 
May        May        May        May       May 


8 


15 


22 


29 


June 
5 


July 
3 


July 
31 


Doz.  Doz.  Doz.  Doz.  Doz.  Doz.  Doz. 

Average 

,1925-34      6.20  6.23  6.43  6.43  6.48  6.56  6.82 

1935 7.30  7.10  6.77  6.58  6.41  6.43  6.43 

1986 5  11  6  48  6.01  5.84  5.69  5.8fi  5.78 

mi...            917  972  10.80  11.31  10.67  10.92  11.10 


Doz. 

6.98 
6.34 
5.60 


Doz. 

6.71 
6.22 
6.32 


Doz. 

6.56 
6.35 
7.35 


Reports  from  commercial  hatch- 
eries in  April  showed  an  8.6  per  cent 
decrease  in  salable  chicks  hatched  as 
compared  with  April  1936.  For  the 
period  January  through  April  the 
decrease  is  3.2  per  cent.  For  May, 
preliminary  hatchery  reports  showed 
a  decrease  under  1936  of  29  per  cent. 

.  Supplies  of  poultry  in  storage  con- 
tinue to  be  exceptionally  heavy  for 
jnis  time  of  the  year.  The  May  1  Cold 
Storage  Report  showed  a  total  of 
94,947,000  pounds  of  poultry  in  stor- 
age on  that  date,  compared  with  49,- 
^24,000  pounds  a  year  earlier,  and 
J2,404,000  pounds  for  the  5-year  May 
J  average.  Net  withdrawals  of  poul- 
jj'y  from  cold  storage  during  the  first 
three  weeks   of   May    were   approxi- 


mately 50  per  cent  heavier  than  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  last 
year,  judged  by  the  movement  in  the 
leading  storage  centers.  It  is  appar- 
ent, however,  that  the  carry-over  into 
the  1937  crop  storage  season  will  be 
the  largest  of  record.  Poultry  stocks 
reach  a  minimum  in  the  summer; 
these  large  carry-over  stocks  will 
have  a  depressing  effect  upon  poultry 
prices  during  the  next  3  or  4  months. 
The  into-storage  movement  of  shell 
eggs  in  May,  as  measured  at  the  26 
major  storage  centers,  was  9.6  per 
cent  greater  than  in  May  1936.  Be- 
cause earlier  storing  had  been  from 
20  to  30  per  cent  greater  than  in  1936, 
however,  stocks  in  storage  on  May  29 
were  24  per  cent  above  those  of  a 
year  earlier. 


FARM  FACTS 

Pennsylvania  is  the  birthplace  of 
the  first  cooperative  enterprise  in 
America.  At  Ephrata,  Lancaster 
County,  Johann  Conrad  Beissel,  a 
Seventh-Day  Adventist,  in  1732  estab- 
lished a  cooperative  colony  of  his 
Dunker  followers. 


The  State  Agricultural  Conserva- 
tion Committee  has  fixed  July  15  as 
the  last  day  on  which  Pennsylvania 
farmers  may  apply  for  participation 
in  the  1937  agricultural  conservation 
program. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  effective  work 
done  by  the  National  Youth  Admin- 
istration this  spring  for  the  eradica- 
tion of  the  Eastern  Tent  Caterpillar 
in  several  counties  in  this  State.  The 
pest  has  been  especially  destructive  in 
Clearfield,  JeflFerson,  Clarion,  Forest, 
Elk,  Indiana,  Armstrong  and  Butler 
Counties  this  year. 


The  French  government  spent  in 
two  years  2,500,000,000  francs  or 
$115,000,000  on  her  wheat  control 
program,  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  advised.  The 
cost  of  the  program  was  equivalent 
to  75  cents  per  bushel  of  wheat,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  control  program, 
which  was  designed  to  raise  the  farm 
price  of  wheat,  French  consumers 
paid  $600,000,000  more  for  their  flour 
and  bread  from  1933  to  1936. 


HONEY  LEGAL 
IN  BEVERAGES 

Governor  Earle  and  the  1937  legis- 
lature have  corrected  a  mistake  of 
the  1925  General  Assembly  which 
made  it  a  crime  to  use  honey — "the 
purest  sweetener" — in  soft  drinks  in 
Pennsylvania  which  has  more  apiaries 
than  any  other  State. 

The  Act  of  1925  requiring  the  reg- 
istration with  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  of  bottlers  of  soft  drinks 
or  carbonated  beverages  stipulated 
that  such  beverages  must  be  made 
with  cane  sugar. 

Amendments  just  approved  by  Gov- 
ernor Earle  permit  the  use  of  cane 
and  beet  sugar,  honey  and  refined  dex- 
trose. 

Other  amendments  require  the 
manufacturer  or  bottler  to  place  his 
name  and  address  on  every  bottle  or 
cap,  prohibit  the  use  of  coloring  mat- 
ter which  misleads  the  public,  author- 
ize the  Department  of  Justice  to 
restrain  by  court  injunction  habitual 
offenders,  and  changing  the  penalties 
by  making  the  first  and  second  of- 
fenses summary  ones  punishable  by 
fines  of  from  $50  to  $100  or  by  im- 
prisonment of  from  30  to  90  days  and 
making  subsequent  offenses  misde- 
meanors punishable  by  fines  of  from 
$500  to  $1000  or  by  imprisonment  not 
to  exceed  one  year. 


FARMS  RAISE 

MORE  HORSES 

As  evidence  of  the  increasing  in- 
terest in  the  United  States  in  horse 
and  mule  breeding,  J.  Hansell  French 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  cites  a  seven 
per  cent  increase  during  the  past  year 
in  the  number  of  colts  raised  in  this 
country.  The  1936  production  was  68 
per  cent  greater  than  the  number  of 
colts  raised  in  1931  and  1932. 

Colt  production  is  being  stimulated 
by  the  fact  that  the  average  age  of 
horses  and  mules  on  farms  is  unusu- 
ally high  because  replacements  were 
fewer  during  the  depression  and 
drought  years. 

Secretary  French  has  endorsed  the 
program  of  the  Pennsylvania  Horse 
and  Mule  Association  to  encourage  the 
breeding  on  Pennsylvania  farms  of 
horses  for  the  increasing  domestic 
market  for  riding  and  driving  horses. 
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WOOL  FROM  MILK 
PROCESS  FOUND 

Publication  recently  in  the  "Farm 
Facts"  column  of  the  Weekly  News 
Bulletin  of  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  of  a  report  that 
an  Italian  inventor  had  discovered  a 
process  for  making  wool  from  milk 
attracted  such  widespread  interest 
that  a  description  of  the  process  has 
been  obtained  by  the  Department 
from  Europe. 

Attempts  to  make  synthetic,  wool- 
resembling  spinning  fibres  from 
animal  raw  material  are  not  new,  but 
they  have  seldom  led  to  results  which 
could  be  utilized  in  practice. 

An  exception  to  this  is  the  so- 
called  Lanital  process,  which  is  the 
outcome  of  investigations  made  by 
the  Italian  Antonio  Ferretti.  He  was 
assisted  by  the  "Snia  Viscosa,"  which 
placed  at  his  disposal  its  labora- 
tories, machines,  etc.,  which  enabled 
him  to  attain  results  which  prove 
their  usefulness  also  outside  of  the 
laboratory. 

The  raw  material  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  synthetic  wool  is 
casein,  an  albuminous  substance,  be- 
longing to  the  group  of  nucleated 
albuminous  substances  found  in  the 
milk  of  mammals  in  the  form  of  fine 
suspension  or  colloidal  solution.  It  is 
to  be  regarded  as  calcium  casein, 
generally  separated  from  milk  by 
coagulation  due  to  the  action  of  acids 
or  rennet,  thus  forming  the  main 
constituent  of  cheese.  Cow  milk  and 
goat  milk  contains  on  an  average  3% 
casein,  sheep  milk  3.5%.  The  stereo- 
chemical structure  of  casein  is  not 
known  as  yet.  The  fibres  of  natural 
wool  consist  mostly  of  an  albuminoid 
belonging  to  the  group  of  hard  pro- 
teins, the  keratin.  The  composition 
of  keratin  by  percent  resembles  that 
of  albumin  and  thus  also  that  of  casein. 
The  similar  chemical  composition  of 
keratin  and  casein  suggested  to  Fer- 
ratti  the  possibility  of  obtaining,  by 
starting  from  casein,  a  synthetic 
spinning  fibre  resembling  wool. 

The  process  for  obtaining  a  spin- 
ning fibre  from  casein  is,  in  rough 
outline,  as  follows:  Skimmed  milk, 
treated  with  special  chemical  sub- 
stances, permits  the  coagulation  of 
the  casein  contained  in  it,  whereupon 
the  casein  is  drained,  washed  and 
pressed.  It  may  be  used  immediately 
while  still  damp,  but  may  also  be  al- 
lowed to  dry.  It  is  then  diluted  and 
subjected  to  a  ripening  process  and 
after  further  treatments  a  product 
will  result  ready  to  be  spun.  At  this 
stage  the  industrial  process  differs 
but  slightly  from  that  of  producing 
rayon  (Snia  Viscosa  process).  The 
solution  of  the  textile  casein  is 
passed  through  rolling  works  pro- 
vided with  nozzles  having  a  diameter 
of  two  or  three  hundredths  of  milli- 
meter. The  solution  having  been 
placed  into  a  coagulating  bath,  the 
fibre,  thus  obtained,  is  cut  to  the  de- 
sired length  for  obtaining  a  flaky 
mass.  After  this  the  product  is  sub- 
jected to  a  special  washing  and 
eventually  dried.  One  kilogram  of 
casein  yields  about  one  kilogram  of 
A^anital. 

The  chemical  and  physical  prop- 
erties of  Lanital  are  as  follows:  The 
Lanital  flake  has  the  appearance  of 
good  Merino  wool  of  the  quality  A 
(washed  and  combed)  and  is  warm, 
Soft  and  insulating.  The  toughness 
jnd  elasticity  of  Lanital  is  equal  to 
fhat  of  natural  wool  and  in  general 
If  A^^^  stands  water  and  dampness, 
jt  does  not  shrink  and  is  not  attacked 
yy  moths,  differing  in  this  respect 
J^rom  wool.  The  principal  difference 
Jetween  wool  and  Lanital  will  be 
lound  in  the  physical  structure  of  the 
^^ir.  The  felting  capacity  is  less 
^an  that  of  natural  wool,  but  it  is  to 
°«  expected  that  by  a  suitable  chemi- 
Jfl  process  it  will  soon  be  possible  to 
*'8o  felt  Lanital. 

So  far   Lanital    is    generally    ap- 
P"«d  in  form  of  a  mixture  of  50% 


FARM  PRICES 
DROP  IN  JUNE 
STILL  HIGH 

In  spite  of  a  three-point  drop  in 
June  in  the  index  of  prices  paid 
farmers  in  Pennsylvania  for  import- 
ant agricultural  products,  the  index 
is  still  eleven  points  higher  than  it 
was  a  year  ago  and  is  nineteen  points 
higher  than  the  pre-war  base. 

Marked  improvement  in  crop  pros- 
pects and  a  partial  adjustment  in  the 
local  market  price  level  to  a  new  crop 
basis  was  largely  responsible  for  a 
4  point  downturn  in  the  index  of 
prices  received  by  farmers  in  the 
United  States  during  the  month  ended 
June  15.  At  124  percent  of  its  pre- 
war level,  however,  the  index  was  still 
7  points  higher  than  a  year  ago. 
Wheat,  barley,  rye,  flax,  soybeans, 
potatoes,  cotton,  and  hay  prices  all 
showed  decreases.  In  fact,  the  only 
marked  advances  shown  for  the 
month  was  the  58-cent  upturn  in  hog 
prices  and  the  greater  than  average 
seasonal  advances  shown  by  citrus 
fruits.  Declines  registered  by  the  group 
indexes  during  the  month  were  as 
follows:  Truck  crops,  down  15  points; 
grain,  down  10;  cotton  and  cotton- 
seed, 5;  dairy  products,  3;  and  chick- 
ens and  eggs,  down  1. 

The  table  gives  the  Pennsylvania 
and  United  States  farm  prices  in  dol- 
lars for  certain  products  as  of  June 
15,  with  May  and  pre-war  compari- 
sons revised. 

June  May  June 

1910-'14  1937  1937 

Wheat   per  bu $       .99  $     1.34  $     1.26 

Corn    per  bu 74  1.14  1.14 

Oats    per    bu — 51  .61  .59 

Barley    per    bu .69  .91  .77 

Rye    per   bu.._ 80  .97  .94 

Uuckwheat    per    bu 73  .95  .96 

Potatoes   per   bu 79  1.20  1.05 

Hay    per    ton..„ „_ 16.86  14.70  13.90 

Apples    per    bu 1.65  1.55 

Hosts    per    100   lbs 7.84  9.80  10.40 

Beef  cattle 

per    100    lbs 6.66  8.00  8.50 

Veal  calves 

per    100   lbs „ 7.84  9.40  9.30 

Sheep    per    100    lbs 4.90  5.00  4.70 

Lambs    per    100    lbs 7.08  9.60  9.70 

Milk  cows  per  head 53.06  71.00  73.00 

Horses   per   head 177.20  156.00  150.00 

Mules    per    head _. _....  157.00  146.00 

Chickens   per   lb .140  .18  .179 

Turkeys    per    lb 

Milk   per   100   lbs 1.39  2.05  2.00 

Butter    per    lb.„ 26  .33  .32 

Butterfat   per  lb..„ .33  .32 

Eggs    per   doz „ 200  .207  .208 

Wool    per   lb 22  .36  .36 

Pre-war 
Farm  Price  Index  base 

United    States 100  128  124 

drain 100  149  139 

Fruits    _ 100  152  157 

Meat  animals   100  133  137 

Dairy    products 100  116  113 

Chickens   and    eggs...        100  96  95 

Unclassified     100  133  119 

Pennsylvania    100  122  119 

Grain    100  141  136 

Fruits     _ _-.        100  205  193 

Meat    animals    100  125  131 

Dairy   products   100  122  119 

Chickens   and   eggs...        100  92  92 

Unclassified    100  126  113 

Prices  farmers  pay 

Pennsylvania    100  134  133 

United    States    _ 100  134  133 


FARM  FACTS 

The  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  reports  that  simple  cold 
storage  for  about  four  weeks  at 
temperatures  of  one  or  two  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point  of  water 
will  kill  the  eggs  and  larvae  of  the 
codling  moth   on  harvested  fruit. 


Heavy  Shipments  Made 

By  Pennsylvania  Nurseries 

Stocks  of  Pennsylvania  nurseries 
are  being  subject  to  a  good  seasonal 
demand  in  this  and  other  states,  the 
State  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  re- 
ports. 

One  firm  reports  shipments  of 
1,800,000  onion  plants  during  a  brief 
period.  Another  Pennsylvania  nursery 
sold  17,000  fruit  trees  to  a  single 
purchaser. 

Soil  Conservation  Nurseries  in  this 
State  have  produced  1,150,000  black 
locust  seedlings  for  Indiana  and  sev- 
eral hundred  thousand  for  New  York 
State.  The  Soil  Conservation  Service 
nursery  at  Hametown,  York  County, 
has  shipped  300,000  coniferous  seed- 
lings. 

Lanital  and  50%  wool.  At  the  Sample 
Fair  at  Milan  in  1936  could  be  seen 
for  the  first  time  material  and  finish- 
ed goods  made  of  Lanital  in  all  kinds 
of  desigfns,  color  combinations  and 
qualities,  which  in  no  way  differed 
from  the  material  made  of  pure  wool. 


A  good  strain  of  corn  has  ten 
characteristics  or  qualities,  accord- 
ing to  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture.  They  are: 

Adaptation  to  the  length  of  season 
in  which  it  is  to  be  grown.  High 
yield  of  good  quality  grain.  Resist- 
ance to  fungi  and  bacteria  that  cause 
diseases.  The  ability  to  repel,  or  not 
suffer  from  chinch  bugs  and  other 
destructive  insects.  A  strong  root 
system  that  holds  the  plant  erect  in 
all  weather.  Firm  stalks  that  will  not 
break  down.  Ability  to  germinate 
and  grow  in  cold  soil  at  planting 
time,  and  to  continue  to  grow  in 
cool  weather  in  the  fall.  Ability  to 
withstand  extremes  of  heat  and 
drought  in  summer.  Capacity  to  use 
soil  minerals  and  moisture  efficiently. 
Location  of  ears  at  convenient  height 
on  the  stalks. 


EXTEND  AREA 
GYPSY  MOTH 
QUARANTINE 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  today  ordered  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Gypsy  moth  quarantine 
to  include  Clifton  Township,  Lacka- 
wanna County. 

He  also  continued  the  provisions  of 
the  general  quarantine  order  to 
regulate  the  movement  of  products 
within  the  quarantine  area  to  prevent 
the  reinfestation  of  sections  where 
eradication  work  is  under  way  or  has 
been  completed. 

Important  provisions  under  the 
order  are  as  follows: 

Nursery  and  ornamental  stock  shall 
not  be  moved  within  the  regulated 
areas  or  allowed  to  be  moved  from 
the  regulated  areas  to  or  through 
any  point  outside  thereof,  unless  a 
certificate  or  permit  shall  have  been 
issued  therefor  by  the  inspector. 

Forest  products,  including  rough 
lumber,  posts,  logs,  poles,  ties,  cord- 
wood,  bark  or  any  other  materials 
originating  from  trees  likely  to  carry 
gypsy  moth,  shall  not  be  moved 
within  or  to  points  outside  the  regu- 
lated area  without  certification  by  the 
inspector. 

Surface  stones,  junk  and  miscel- 
laneous materials  shall  not  be  moved 
within  or  to  points  outside  of  the 
regulated  areas  without  certification 
by  the  inspector. 

Freight  cars  or  other  vehicles  or 
equipment  must  not  be  stored  on  sid- 
ings or  driveways  during  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July  and  August  unless 
or  until  the  adjacent  areas,  for  at 
least  100  feet,  have  been  inspected 
and  cleaned  of  gypsy  moth  infesta- 
tion and  permit  has  been  granted  by 
the  inspector  to  the  owner  or  his  re- 
sponsible agent  that  such  storage  is 
permitted.  Should  cars  be  stored 
through  inadvertence  or  misunder- 
standing on  sidings  which  are  ad- 
joined by  infestation,  movement  will 
not  be  permitted  until  such  cars  are 
inspected  and  certified. 

A  new  law  passed  in  April  pro- 
vides for  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one 
hundred  dollars  for  each  offense  or 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for 
a  period  of  one  day  for  each  dollar 
Cx  fine  enforced,  upon  conviction  for 
violation  of  this  act,  or  any  of  the 
above  regulations.  The  law  further 
provides  for  confiscation  of  quaran- 
tine products  when  taken  in  violation 
of  the  regulations. 

Requests  for  inspection  and  certifi- 
cation of  shipments  may  be  made  by 
communicating  with  the  Gypsy  Moth 
Headquarters  at  354  North  River 
Street,  Wilkes-Barre,  P*"»—  ' 
(Telephone  3-^'**'* 
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PENNSYLVANIA   FARM   INCOME 
MAY  BE  HIGHEST  SINCE  1920 

Cash  income  of  Pennsylvania  farmers  this  year  probably  will  exceed  that 
of  any  year  since  1920. 

If  it  merely  maintains  its  present  rate  of  increase  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  the  1937  income  will  exceed  that  of  the  peak  prosperity  year  of 
1929  ($297,000,000)  by  $3,000,000.  But  we  anticipate  unusually  rich  harvests 
during  the  fall  months  so  even  that  increase  may  be  exceeded. 

Only  the  complete  collapse  of  farm  prices  due  to  extreme  overproduction 
can  now  deprive  the  Keystone  State  farmers  of  their  best  income  in  seven- 
teen years. 

The  cash  income  for  the  State  in  May  of  this  year  was  $22,071,000,  or 
$4,534,000  more  than  the  May  income  last  year,  and  $6,216,000  more  than 
the  May,  1934,  income. 

Income  statistics  for  the  first  five  months  of  1937,  1936  and  1934,  respec- 
tively, are:  $101,035,000,  $83,245,000  and  $69,053,000. 

Government  payments  to  Pennsylvania  farmers  during  the  first  five  months 
of  this  year  totaled  $1,370,000. 

Bumper  crops  and  favorable  prices  for  farm  products  are  combining  to 
swell  the  farm  income  this  year. 


EARLE  APPROVES 
FARM  PROGRAM 

Governor  Earle  approved  every  bill 
affecting  agriculture  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  passed  by  the 
1937  legislature. 

This  program  of  farm  legislation 
included  many  measures  of  major  im- 
portance, including  six  special  appro- 
priations for  agricultural  purposes.  In 
addition,  the  legislature  and  Governor 
Earle  granted  the  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture an  increase  of  $262,500  in 
its  general  appropriation  for  the  next 
two  years. 

The  special  appropriations  are:  de- 
velopment and  marketing  of  potatoes, 
$25,000;  so*l  conservation,  $10,000; 
World's  Poultry  Congress  exhibit, 
$10,000;  tobacco  disease  control, 
$10,000;  Cedar  Rust  control,  $500; 
and  the  School  of  Veterinary  Medi- 
cine, University  of  Pennsylvania, 
$100,000. 

Governor  Earle  signed  the  State's 
first  agricultural  conservation  act,  its 
first  soil  conservation  act,  its  first  act 
for  the  licensing  and  bonding  of  pro- 
duce dealers,  its  first  act  for  the  pay- 
ment of  State  indemnities  on  cattle 
destroyed  for  Bang's  disease,  its  first 
Cedar  Rust  indemnity  act,  its  first 
law  for  imposing  a  license  fee  on  live- 
stock dealers,  and  its  first  law  for  the 
compulsory  marking  of  grades  on 
closed  packages  of  potatoes. 

He  also  approved  eight  pure  food 
reforms,  a  codification  of  the  plant 
pest  laws,  amendments  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  section  of  the 
Administrative  Code  and  a  bill  per- 
mitting the  sale  of  potatoes  by  vol- 
ume. 

Among  the  important  pure  food  re- 
forms, which  protect  the  farmer 
against  unfair  competition  from  rack- 
eteers, are  amendments  to  a  number 
of  old  laws  which  increase  the  penal- 
ties and  empower  the  Department  of 
Justice  to  restrain  habitual  offenders 
by  injunction. 


Plenty!  Thank  You 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, ia  not  in  the  market  for  Japan- 
ese beetles. 

Many  children  capture  beetles  and 
'^^ng  them  to  the  bureau  under  the 
misapprehension  that  there  is  a  State 
'>ounty  on  them. 

All  that  the  State  officials  can  give 
ye  children  is  a  thousand  thanks  for 
destroying  the  insects. 


SOFT  BUSINESS 

A  Philadelphia  lawyer  who  took  up 
gentleman-farming  in  Berks  County 
has  transferred  the  farm  from  his 
list  of  liabilities  to  his  inventory  of 
assets  by  marketing  the  feathers  from 
his  poultry. 

Taking  a  tip  from  the  big  meat 
packers  who  process  everything  ex- 
cept the  squeal  and  cud,  he  took  an 
inventory  of  the  waste  by-products 
of  his  farm  and  investigated  their 
money-making  possibilities.  He  found 
that  the  United  States  annually  im- 
ports several  millions  of  dollars  in 
feathers  and  that  he  could  profitably 
market  the  feathers  from  his  farm. 

He  is  now  offering  to  market  the 
feathers  of  his  Berks  County  neigh- 
bors and  plans  to  expand  his  feather 
business  into  other  counties,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Ag^riculture, 
at  Harrisburg. 


Conservation  Leaders 

Meet  at  State  College 

Three  thousand  committeemen  and 
supervisors  from  the  County  Agri- 
cultural Conservation  Association 
throughout  the  state  will  attend  a 
basket  picnic  and  meeting  to  be  held 
at  State  College  July  29  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Agricultural  Conservation 
Committee. 

These  committeemen  and  supervis- 
ors represent  80,000  Pennsylvania 
farmers  who  have  adopted  the  1937 
conservation  plan  for  their  farms. 


STATE  PIG  CROP  UP 

NATION  TOTAL  LESS 

The  spring  pig  crop  on  Pennsyl- 
vania farms  this  year  exceeded  last 
year's  crop  by  81,000  head  and  litters 
averaged  9  percent  larger,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  rural  mail  carriers. 

The  spring  pig  crop  numbered  408,- 
000  compared  with  327,000  last  year 
and  286,000  in  1935  and  litters  aver- 
aged 6.48  pigs  compared  with  5.94 
last  spring. 

It  is  estimated  that  57,000  sows 
will  be  farrowed  on  Pennsylvania 
farms  from  June  1  to  December  1, 
or  3,000  less  than  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year. 

The  United  States  figures  show  a 
7.3  percent  decline  in  the  spring  pig 
crop  this  year  and  38,779,000  pigs 
saved,  or  3,057,000  fewer  than  the 
spring  crop  of  1936.  The  number  of 
sows  to  farrow  this  fall  (June  1-De- 
cember  1)  will  probably  be  less  than 
last  year  both  in  the  Com  Belt  and 
for  the  entire  country. 
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FARM  FACTS 

"Too  many  farms  are  'mined* 
rather  than  cultivated,"  said  J.  Han- 
sell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
today  in  commenting  upon  the  sign- 
ing by  Governor  Earle  of  the  two  bills 
passed  by  the  recent  legislature  cre- 
ating a  State  Agricultural  Conserva- 
tion Commission  and  a  State  Soil  Con- 
servation Board. 


The  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture reports  that  only  six  times  since 
1900  have  hog  prices  duplicated  their 
recent  climb  at  that  season  of  the 
year.  In  29  out  of  the  last  37  years 
hog  prices  have  increased  from  Janu- 
ary to  March.  This  year  they  waited 
until  mid-May. 


Poultrymen  report  to  the  State  Bu- 
reau of  Markets  that  producers'  costs 
of  selling  at  the  established  egg  auc- 
tions are  less  than  the  average  ship- 
ping charges  to  a  terminal  market. 


A  nation-wide  survey  which  includ- 
ed Lancaster,  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh disclosed  that  families  of  em- 
ployed city  workers  spend  from  $1  to 
more  than  $6  per  person  per  week  for 
food.  Less  than  1  per  cent  of  Penn- 
sylvania families  spend  less  than 
$1.25  per  person  per  week,  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  reports.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  families  stud- 
ied average  40  cents  per  person  per 
day. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  which  will  administer  a 
$25,000  State  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  and  marketing  of  Penn- 
sylvania potatoes,  cites,  as  proof  of 
what  Keystone  State  potato  growers 
may  hope  to  accomplish,  the  achieve- 
ment of  growers  in  one  California 
county  who  in  seven  years  increased 
their  acreage  from  2,200  to  20,100 
acres  and  their  production  per  acre 
from  11,000  pounds  to  29,000  pounds 
and  found  a  special  market  for  their 
increased  yield. 


DEPARTMENT  PROTECTS 
BLUEBERRY  SHIPPERS 

Pennsylvania's  half -million-d  o  1 1  a  r 
wild  huckleberry  or  blueberry  crop  is 
again  being  marketed  this  year  under 
the  careful  supervision  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  prevent 
heavy  losses  to  pickers  and  shippers 
due  to  blueberry  maggot  infestation. 

Prior  to  last  year  large  shipments 
were  confiscated  and  destroyed  at  the 
markets  because  maggots  had  de- 
veloped in  the  berries  in  transit.  Dur- 
ing the  1936  harvest  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  placed  insect  traps  in 
the  berry  picking  areas  to  determine 
when  the  adult  fly  emerged  and  be- 
gan laying  its  eggs  in  the  berries. 
Shippers  were  warned  to  discontinue 
deliveries  as  soon  as  conditions  in- 
dicated likelihood  of  maggoty  berries. 

The  Bureaus  of  Foods  and  Chem- 
istry, Markets  and  Plant  Industry 
are  cooperating  to  continue  to  give 
this  service  to  the  pickers  and  grow- 
ers and  to  protect  the  consumer  from 
infested  berries. 


HERE'S  A  GOOD  CRY! 

An  increase  of  nearly  50  percent  in 
the  commercial  onion  acreage  in  the 
United  States  since  1920  is  reported 
by  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture.  The  acreage  is  now  87,- 
000  acres  and  the  average  annual 
production  is  13,000,000  sacks. 
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FARM  COOPERATIVE  MOVEMENT  GAINS  IN  STATE 
AGRICULTURISTS  BUILDING  HUGE  BUSINESS  INSTITUTION 


Annual  reports  for  1936  of  Penn- 
sylvania farm  cooperatives  submitted 
today  to  J.  Hansell  French,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  show  a  business 
gain  over  1935  of  $2,352,135. 

Their  1935  business  volume  repre- 
sented a  gain  of  $73,025  over  1934. 

Last  year  these  cooperatives  did  a 
total  business  of  $37,257,797. 

A  survey   just  completed   by    Kyle 


Alexander,  market  analyst  for  the 
State  Bureau  of  Markets  shows  a 
Pennsylvania  membership  of  24,455  in 
Pennsylvania  Agricultural  Coopera- 
tive Associations,  of  1,864  in  farmer 
corporate  organizations,  and  of  40,641 
in  cooperatives  chartered  by  other 
states. 

Sales  of  milk  products  by  coopera- 
tives declined  last  year  but  they  mar- 


keted more  eggs,  potatoes,  fruit  and 
farm  supplies.  Cooperative  egg  auc- 
tions increased  their  sales  last  year 
by  1,152,658  dozens  over  1935,  com- 
pared with  an  increase  the  preceding 
year  of  593,356  dozens. 

The  following  chart  gives  the  value 
and  volume  of  commodities  sold  by 
cooperatives  last  year  compared  with 
1935  sales: 


MEMBERS         VALUE 

Milk  and  Milk  Products 19451  $23,327,717 

Fruits  and  Vegetables - 243?  1,734,452 

Ekks    - 2278  1 ,506,893 

Livestock  -  805  342,706 

Wool  - 3916  190,513 

Miscclianeous    Farm    Supplies 38073  10,155,516 

Total 669M)  $37,257,797 


1936 
PERCENT 
OF  TOTAL 

62.65 

4.65 

4.04 

.92 

.51 

27.23 


VOLUME 

532,492  tons 

30,188  tons 

5,095,684  doz. 

24,582  Head 

531,944  lbs. 

(3.548.7%  nals. 

I    244,750  tons 


VALUE 

$24,982,246 
955,784 

1,210,947 
558,755 
166,842 

7,031,088 


193  5 
PERCENT 
OF  TOTAL 

71.57 

2.74 

3.47 

1.60 

0.48 
20.14 


VOLUME 

382,863  tons 
14,219  tons 
3,942.926  doz. 
20,636  Head 
605,941  lbs. 
205,331  tons 
[2.613.210  gaU. 
fuels  and  oils 


100.00 


$34,905,662 


100.00 


1936 

iViiii^ylvania  Membership  in  active  Pennsylvania  Agricultural  Cooperative  Associations 24,455 

I'tiuisylvania  Membership  in   Farmer  Corporate  Organizations _ 1 ,864 

IVniisylvania  Membtrship  in  Agricultural  Cooperative  .Ass'ns  organized  under  laws  of  other  States _ 40,641 

Total - - - 66,960 


1935 

22,352 

1,426 

43,75S 

67.536 


1934 
13,240 

—■- 

67,953 


PENNSYLVANIA 
RANKS  HIGH 

State  inspection,  grading,  increased 
yields  and  improvement  in  quality 
were  contributing  factors  last  year  in 
advancing  Pennsylvania  one  place 
among  the  forty-eight  states  in  the 
value  of  farm  crops. 

The  Keystone  State  jumped  from 
fourteenth  to"»*",thirteenth  place  last 
year,  accordijMSto  a  bulletin  issued  to- 
day by  the  SWC^  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. '^ 

The  buUetft  is  the  first  section  of 
the  TennsylvajQia  Crop  and  Livestock 
Report.  ThejMscoJid  and  thifd  sections 
will  be  issuii^'^s  separate  bulletins 
and  will  show  the  production  and 
value  of  livestock  products  and  con- 
tain other  information  of  interest  to 
agriculture. 

Farmers  in  $his  State  last  year 
harvested  froto  6,299,000  acres  field 
crops  valued  at  $176,651,000.  In  1935 
thev  harvested  from  6,414,700  acres 
field  crops  worth  $148,686,000.  The 
United  States  last  year  harvested  field 
crops  worth  $6,084,932,000  from  315,- 
008,100  acres. 

Crops  included  in  the  first  section 
of  the  report  are  corn,  winter  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  rye,  buckwheat,  potatoes, 
tame  hay,  tobacco,  truck  crops,  ap- 
ples, peaches,  pears,  cherries  and 
grapes. 

The  three  ranking  counties  in  value 
of  production  of  the  principal  crops 
and  the  farm  value  of  their  1936 
crops  are  as  follows: 

Corn:  Lancaster,  $5,473,570;  York, 
$4,079,930;  Chester,  $2,834,120. 

Winter  wheat:  Lancaster,  $2,333,- 
T-SO;  York,  $1,863,600;  Franklin,  $1,- 
■i88,720. 

Oats:  Berks,  $607,450;  Somerset, 
Sl".l,910;  Bradford,  $375,360. 

Barley:  Lancaster,  $191,510;  York, 
$183,000;  Franklin,  $153,250. 

Rye:  Franklin,  $101,380;  Berks, 
^<5r.,7GO;  Cumberland,  $55,380. 

Buckwheat:  Bradford,  $226,410;  Ti- 
oga, $153,560;  Crawford,  $108,740. 

Potatoes:  Lancaster,  $2,070,790; 
Lehigh,  $2,046,110;  Somerset,  $1,802,- 

Tanie  hay:  Lanca.ster,  $1,508,690; 
Bradford,  $1,287,200;   Tioga,  $1,164,- 

Tobacco:    Lancaster,  $3,567,760; 
^"rk,  SG3,020;   Chester,  $47,010. 
,  Apples:  Adams,  $1,775,950;  Frank- 
lin, $782,950;  York,  $687,100. 
..Peaches:   Adams,  $171,450;   Frank- 
■%  $145,630;  Berks,  $142,430. 
,  Pears:  Berks,  $31,070;  York,  $29,- 
'00;  Lancaster,  $29,280. 
^  Cherries:    Erie,    $159,900;    Adams, 
♦48,080;  York,  $10,320. 

Grapes:  Eidje,  $470,890;  Beaver, 
♦1-^780;  La1?lcast<Br,  $11,940. 

Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  ob- 
Jined  by  writing  to  office  of  Informa- 
^%  Department  of  Agriculture,  Har- 
naburg,  Pennsylvania.      ^-^  ^i^     \ 


Vegetables  Prospering 

Weather  is  Favorable 

Truck  crops  in  Pennsylvania  are 
late,  but  developing  satisfactorily,  the 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service 
of  the  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture reports. 

The  southeastern  celery  center  re- 
ports excellent  conditions.  Tomatoes 
are  in  good  condition  throughout  the 
State.  Snap  beans  are  on  the  market 
in  fair  quantities.  The  cabbage  set- 
ting in  the  Waterford  area  was  late 
due  to  wet  weather. 

Vegetable  crop  prospects  are  espe- 
cially bright  in  the  Pennsylvania-New 
York-New  Jersey  area,,  and  the  na- 
tion's totaV  market  tonnage  may  ex- 
ceed the  1936  record  of  6,086,000  tons. 


"Strip  Cropping  For  Soil  Conserva- 
tion," a  farmers'  bulletin  issued  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, cites  a  number  of  Pennsyl- 
vania cases  of  soil  erosion  and  pre- 
vention. Among  these  cases  are  the 
washing  by  a  heavy  rain  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  of  sixty  tons  of  top  soil 
from  a  fifteen-acre  field  to  a  State 
highway  and  the  Pennsylvania  pioneer 
in  strip  cropping  who  started  the 
practice  on  his  farm  in  1903  and  has 
increased  his  yield  by  as  much  ai*. 
threefold. 


CHANGE  DATE 

The  date  of  the  first  annual  out- 
ing of  committeemen  and  super- 
visors of  the  County  Agricultural 
Conservation  Associations  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  been  changed  to 
Thursday,  Augu.st  5.  It  had  been 
previously  announced  for  July  29. 


Citing  the  death  of  nineteen  hogs 

jojj.sk  i^^piwyivaiiia  f Srtn  from  ian  qyer- 

dose  of  salt,  the  State  Bureaji '0|^A»i- 

mal  Industry  warns  livesto^.  ™(»n:s 

against  the  excessive  feeding *ot.««R» 

The  Pennsylvania  Departnjent  of 
Agriculture  advises  horse  breeders  to 
worm  colts  every  three  months. 


FARM  FACTS 

The  State  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
estimates  that  Pennsylvania  growers 
will  add  oOO  acres  to  the  field  area 
entered  for  t)otato  seed  certification 
this  year.  

Tuberculosis  tests  made  on  52,541 
dairy  cattle  in  5,289  Pennsylvania 
herds  in  June  disclosed  only  334  dis- 
eased animals,  the  State  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  reports. 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  the  oil  and 
fat  production  in  the  United  States 
from  domestic  materials  is  6,146,000,- 
000  pounds  and  that  from  imported 
materials  is  827,000,000  pounds. 


J.  Hansell  French,  Secretanr  of 
Agriculture,  said  today  that  the  farm- 
ers of  Pennsylvania  can  save  their 
precious  top  soil  and  reduce  the  flood 
hazards  by  crop  rotation,  contour 
strip  cropping,  terracing,  contour 
tillage,  check  dams,  grassed  water- 
ways, reforestation,  controlled  graz- 
ing and  forest  fire  prevention. 

The  use  of  turkeys  for  the  control 
of  grasshoppers  was  first  undertaken 
six  years  ago  in  Klamath  County, 
Oregon. 

The  loss  from  fires  on  farms  and 
in  rural  sections  of  the  United  States 
is  more  than  60  percent  of  the  total 
national  fire  loss.  In  1930  it  placed  a 
$16  "fire  tax"  on  every  farm  in  the 
country.  Last  year  the  property  loss 
from  fires  on  farms  was  approximate- 
ly $100,000,000,  and  3,500  lives  were 
also  lost,  according  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 


Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Contest 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  JULY  1,  1937* 


State  June 

t.   I{.   I'armenter  (pen  77) Massachusetts _ 1 

Guy  A.   Leader   (pen   5) —  Pennsylvania  - - ~ 3 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm _.MicliiKan  — — 4 

E.   IJ.   Parmenter  (pen  72).„ - Massachusetts    ~ 2 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm— Pennsylvania 5 

Carey   Farms  _ - - ~ — <.)h'o    -v - ^" 

Oryden  Poultry   Breeding  Farm  California  V 

Roselawn  Poultry   I'arm — Ohio -..  11 

Guy  A.  Leader  (pen  4) „ Pennsylvania 7 

J.  A.  Hanson... - - -OrcKon    


1 


8 


ik 

Points 

tggs 

- .  — 

to 

to 

July  1 

Date 

Date 

1 

2292.95 

2206 

2 

2270.2.=; 

2245 

3 

2269. 0.S 

2227 

4 

2260.95 

2125 

5 

2249.05 

2197 

6 

2108.30 

2062 

7 

2096.10 

2068 

8 

20.S8.8.S 

2067 

9 

2086.80 

2041 

10 

2074.85 

1988 

'E.  R.   Parmenter's  Pens  are  Rhode  Island  Reds.  All  others  are  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns. 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  JUNE,  1934-1937 


Moil  til 


P^. 


June,    1937. 
June,    1936.. 
Tune,    1935 
June,    1934 


Percent 
Production 

65.01 
69.65 
69.19 
64.23 


Average 

points 

per  bird 

178.12 
195.64 
189.94 
16981 


Average 

eggs 
per  bird 

177.47 
190.08 
188.89 
171.00 


Average  egg 

weight  oz. 

per  doz. 

24.1 
24.5 
24.2 
23.9 


Percent 
Mortality 

19.37 
16.89 
17.29 
19.03 


/ 


Missing 


Vol 


22 


> 


no 


no 


33 


9 


.31 
1937 
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SEVEN  NEW  LAWS  PROTECT 

STATE'S  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Essential  safegruards  will  be  placed  around  Pennsylvania's  food  and  beverage 
supplies  on  September  1  when  seven  pure-food  laws  passed  by  the  recent  State 
legislature  become  effective.  An  eighth  pure-food  law  was  effective  on  August  1. 

••'These  new  laws  and  amendments  to  old  laws  give  added  protection  to  Penn- 
sylvania's ten  millions,  increase  the  hazards  of  the  illegitimate  dealer,  protect 
the  legitimate  dealer  and  manufacturer,  and  make  possible  the  better  enforce- 
ment of  the  State  pure-food  code,"  declares  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

This  new  legislation  gives  the  State  Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemistry  the 
authority  to  adopt  standards  and  definitions  for  food  products,  the  right  to  seize 
contaminated  or  adulterated  food,  the  weapon  of  the  court  injunction  to  cope 
with  the  habitual  lawbreaker  and  the  force  of  more  severe  penalties  for  third 
and  subsequent  offenses.  It  also  prohibits  specific  acts  of  food  adulteration  not 
heretofore  covered  by  statute. 

Another  important  departure  is  regulation  of  foods  and  non-alcoholic  bever- 
ages manufactured  in  other  States  and  sold  in  Pennsylvania.  After  September 
1  these  must  be  registered  and  comply  with  all  sanitary  regulations. 

Since  August  1  it  has  been  compulsory  to  register  with  the  Bureau  of  Foods 
and  Chemistry  all  bakery  products.  "Depression"  or  home  bakeries  using  less 
than  fifty  pounds  of  flour  or  flour  substitutes  per  week  are  exempt. 

For  several  weeks  Elmer  E.  Harter,  Jr.,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Foods  and 
Chemistry,  has  been  holding  conferences  with  representatives  of  the  food  indus- 
try for  the  purpose  of  drafting  definitions  and  standards  and  discussing  en- 
forcement plans. 

At  these  conferences  Harter  lauded  the  State  legislature  for  the  careful  and 
intelligent  manner  in  which  it  studied  and  treated  the  pure  food  problems  of  the 
State  and  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  cooperation  shown  by  the 
entire  industry. 


FARM  DEMAND 
STRONG  IN  U.  S. 

Sharp  upturn  in  the  demand  for 
farm  properties  throughout  the 
United  States  is  reported  to  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  by 
the  federal  land  banks. 
,_The  twelve  federal  lui^  banks  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  this'year  sold 
6,757  farms  and  1,114  part  farms, 
compared  with  5,496  farms  and  894 
part  farms  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1936. 

Land  bank  sales  during  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year  totaled  $20,- 
937,000  against  $15,881,000  last  year. 

The  demand  was  strongest  in  the 
Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
district.  The  Pacific  Northwest  re- 
ported the  second  largest  number  of 
sales. 


FORECAST  GOOD 
POTATO  CROP 

Potato  production  in  Pennsylvania 
this  year  will  approximate  the  1936 
crop  but  will  exceed  the  1928-1932 
average  by  nearly  2,000,000  bushels, 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 

A  1937  crop  of  26,390,000  bushels 
is  predicted  at  this-  time.  The  last 
year's  crop  was  26,268,000  bushels. 

Maine,  New  York,  Michigan  and 
Idaho  are  the  only  States  which  will 
produce  more  potatoes  than  Pennsyl- 
vania this  year,  according  to  the  pres- 
ent outlook.  The  United  States  crop 
is  now  estimated  at  402,537,000 
bushels.  The  1936  crop  was  329,997,- 
000  bushels. 


CERTIFIED  PLANTS 

"Buy  Certified  Plants"  is  the  slogan 
stamped  on  all  mail  leaving  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
this  month.  The  Department  is  edu- 
cating the  public  in  the  economy  of 
buying  only  State-inspected  nursery 
stock. 


MANY  NURSERIES 

Six  hundred  and  fifteen  nurseries 
have  applied  to  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  reinspection  next 
year.  They  represent  a  total  acreage 
of  18,507.00. 

Applications  have  also  been  re- 
ceived from  twenty-four  collectors  of 
nursery  stock.  Their  total  acreage  is 
1,637. 


NAME  FARM 

SHOW  JUDGES 

Judges  for  the  1938  Pennsylvania 
State  Farm  Show  were  announced  to- 
day by  the  Farm  Show  Commission. 
Those  for  Ayrshire  cattle,  tobacco  and 
home  economics  have  not  been  named. 

Those  named  today  are: 
Horses 
P.  T.  Brown,  Purdue  University, 
Lafayette,  Indiana 
Sheep 
George  W.  Deeds,  Pataskala,  Ohio 
P.  C.   Mackenzie,   State   College, 
Pa. 
Swine 
Wm.  C.  Skeeley,  N.  J.  State  Col- 
lege     of      Agriculture,      New 
Brunswick,  N.  J. 
Beef  Cattle 
P.   C.    Mackenzie,  State   College, 

Pa. 
F.  L.  Bentley,  State  College,  Pa. 
Brown  Swiss 
Ira  Inman,  Beloit,  Wisconsin 

Guernseys 
George       Newlin,       Farmington, 
Michigan 
Holsteins 
Myron    G.    Seath,    Two    Brooks 
Farm,   Box  8,   Basking   Ridge, 
N.  J. 
Jerseys 
Ira    G.    Payne,    East    Schodack, 
N.  Y. 
Milk 
M.  A.  Farrell,  State  College,  Pa. 


E.  O.  Anderson,  Conn.  State  Col- 
lege, Storrs,  Conn. 
Corn 

J.  S.  Cobb,  State  College,  Pa. 
H.  R.  Cox,  N.  J.  State  College  of 
Agriculture,    New    Brunswick, 
N.  J. 
Geary     Eppley,     University     of 
Maryland,  College  Park,  Md. 
Small  Grains 

J.  S.  Cobb,  State  College,  Pa. 
Potatoes 

Dr.  C.  F.  Noll,  State  College,  Pa. 
Dr.    E.    V.    Hardenburg,    Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Apples  and  Nuts 

A.    F.   Vierheller,   University   of 

Maryland,  College  Park,  Md. 
S.  W.  Wentworth,  University   of 
Maryland,  College  Park,  Md. 
Vegetables 

G.     B.     Snyder,     Massachusetts 
State  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Maple  Products 

I.    H.    Gilfillan,    Andover,    New 
York 
Apiary  Products 

W.  E.  Dunham,  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity, Columbus,  Ohio 

Wool 

George  Deeds,  Pataskala,  Ohio 
P.   T.   Mackenzie,   State   College, 
Pa. 

Eggs 

H.  E.  Botsford,  Poultry  Dept., 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca, 
N.  Y. 

Leon  Todd,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Trenton,  N.  J. 

D.  R.  Marble,  State  College,  Pa. 


E.   Weaver,   Poultry   Depart- 
ment,    Cornell     University, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Baby  Chicks 

R.  C.  Bradley,  University  of  New 
Hampshire,  Durham,  N.  H. 

E.  W.  Callenbach,  State  College, 
Pa. 

H.  C.  Knandel,  State  College,  Pa. 
Dressed  Turkeys 

P.  H.  Margolf,  State  College,  Pa. 
Poultry 

Wm.  Auerswald,  Millvale  Station, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
H.  C.  Comstock,  Pan  Yan,  New 

York 
Lloyd   Hallenbach,  Greendale-on- 

Hudson,  N.  Y. 
J.  C.  Kriner,  Stettlersville,  Pa. 
Fi-ed  Otte,  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 
W.  H.  Rice,  University  of  Md., 

College  Park,  Md. 
A.  O.  Schilling,  1057  E.  Main  St., 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
D.  G.  Witmyer,  Lititz,  Pa. 
J.  Harry  Wolsieffer,  Valley  Forg^e 

Manor,  Pa. 

F.  H.  Leuschner,  University  of 
Delaware,  Newark,  Del. 

Foods 

Ruth  Patrick  Miller,  Norristown, 
R.  D.  3,  Pa. 

Marie  Doerman,  N.  J.  State  Col- 
lege of  Agriculture,  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Hattie    Dahlberg,    State    Collegje, 
Pa. 
Clothing 

Helen  Merriman,  State  Teachers 
College,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Martha  Leighton,  University  of 
Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Laura    Anderson,    Drexel    Inst., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Home  Management 

Gertrude  Humphries,  W.  Va.,Uni- 
VBi:!^y,  MfiXganUxw^  W;  Va. 
Dramatics 

Mary  E.  York,  Shippensburg 
State  Teachers  College,  Ship- 
pensburg, Pa. 

Betty  Eckhart,  1  Pinebrook  Road, 
Bedford  Village,  N.  Y. 

Darrell  Larsen,  523  W.  King  St., 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
Music 

Mrs.  Jo  Hays,  State  College,  Pa. 
Horseshoes 

Steward   Straw,  Berwindale,  Pa. 


SMALL  GRAINS 

TESTS  MADE 

Field  inspection  of  grain  seed  en- 
tered for  certification  resulted  in  the 
rejection  of  455  acres  of  wheat,  oata 
and  barley  seed  and  the  acceptance  of 
704.17  acres  by  the  State  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry.  The  seed  from  the  ac- 
cepted acres  must  undergo  a  post- 
harvest  inspection  before  final  certifi- 
cation. 

This  is  the  second  year  for  the  cer- 
tification of  small  grains  seed  in  this 
State.  J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  inaugurated  the  serv- 
ice to  give  Pennsylvania  farmers  a 
supply  of  pure,  high  quality  seed 
grown  in  their  own  State. 

Field  inspection  found  103.60  acres 
of  qualified  barley  seed,  188.47  acres 
of  qualified  oats  seed  and  412.10  acres 
of  qualified  wheat  seed.  Rejections  in- 
cluded 187.8  acres  of  barley,  9  acres 
of  oats  and  258.2  acres  of  wheat. 


ABATTOIRS  REPORT 
SHRINKING  OF  HAMS 

Abattoirs  are  reporting  to  the  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry,  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  an  increase 
in  shrinkage  during  the  process  of 
curing  hams. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Thomas  attributes  the 
condition  to  quicker  processing  meth- 
ods and  the  high  price  of  corn.  Hogs 
are  being  fed  corn  substitutes  which 
tend  to  produce  an  oily  and  softer 
hog  than  the  corn  fed  animal. 

The  Bureau  advises  that  hams  be 
placed  in  stockinettes  and  hung  in  the 
smokehouse  with  the  butt  end  up. 
This  will  reduce  shrinkage  and  will 
improve  the  flavor. 
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FRENCH  WINS 
HARVEST  AID 
FROM  WPA 

Cooperation  of  the  Works  Progress 
Administration  in  the  relieving  of  the 
acute  farm  labor  shortage  in  Pennsyl- 
vania was  obtained  today  by  J.  Han- 
sell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Secretary  French  appealed  to  the 
WPA  when  a  Federal-State  Crop  Re- 
porting Service  survey  disclosed  that 
while  the  demand  for  farm  labor  was 
95  percent  of  normal  the  supply  was 
only  72  percent  of  normal  and  76  per- 
cent of  the  demand. 

J.  Banks  Hudson,  State  WPA  ad- 
ministrator, immediately  instructed 
all  project  heads  to  reinstate  after 
the  harvest  without  loss  of  time  or 
pay  WPA  workers  who  have  left 
projects  to  assist  in  harvesting  Penn- 
sylvania's  bumper    grain    and    fruit 

crops.  ,  ,  , 

Administrator  Hudson  also  warned 
WPA  workers  that  they  would  be 
dropped  from  WPA  rolls  if  they  re- 
fused work  in  the  harvest  fields  or 
canning  and  packing  plants.  He  is 
confident  that  many  former  farm  la- 
borers will  leave  WPA  jobs  during 
the  harvest  season  now  that  they  have 
been  assured  immediate  WPA  rein- 
statement at  the  end  of  the  harvest. 


HOLLOW  HEART 
NOT  SERIOUS 

J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  said  today  that  reports 
of  "hollow  heart"  injury  to  early 
Pennsylvania  potatoes  are  greatly  ex- 
aggerated. He  attributed  the  exagger- 
ated reports  to  dealers  seeking  to  buy 
potatoes  below  the  market  price. 

Growers  are  advised  by  the  State 
Bureau  of  Markets  that  this  condition 
is  found  in  a  few  low-lying  fields  and 
is  caused  by  excessive  moisture.  Af- 
fected crops  have  shown  only  5  to  10 
percent  hollow  tubers. 

Federal- State  inspectors  are  in- 
structing growers  to  eliminate  over- 
size, rough  and  malformed  potatoes 
and  to  grade  as  U.  S.  No.  1  slightly 
hollow  tubers.  Most  any  degree  of  hol- 
lowness  is  permissible  in  the  U.  S. 
No.  2  grade. 


MORE  GRADING 

Grading  and  government  inspection 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  spreading 
80  rapidly  throughout  the  United 
States  that  in  spite  of  the  nation-wide 
drought  last  year  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  27,000  cars  during  the  fiscal 
year  which  ended  on  June  30.  Grow- 
ers submitted  367,000  cars  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  for  inspection  and 
grading  during  that  twelve  months 
period. 


SEIZE  BUTTER 

Food  agents  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Elmer  E.  Harter,  Jr.,  in  a 
Philadelphia  raid  seized  1327  pounds 
of  butter  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  The  butter  was  de- 
stroyed and  the  dealer  was  fined  $200. 


ISSUES  LIST 

FARM  LAWS 

For  the  information  of  fa^-ners, 
canners,  packers,  nurseries  and  jther 
individuals  and  concerns  affected,  J. 
Hansen  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, today  issued  a  list  showing  the 
Act  numbers  of  the  agricultural  laws 
passed  during  the  recent  session  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature. 

Printed  copies  of  these  acts  may  be 
obtained  at  a  cost  of  5  cents  each 
from  the  Division  of  Documents, 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Har- 
risburg, Pa. 

The  list  follows: 

Cedar  Rust  indemnity  appropria- 
tion (S.  147)  Act  No.  99-A. 

Carbonated  beverage  registration 
(S.  148)  Act  No.  436. 

Code  of  plant  pest  laws  (S.  151) 
Act  No.  90. 

Fraudulent  advertising  by  placards 
(S.  153)  Act  No.  534. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  School 
of  Veterinary  Medicine  appropriation 
(S.  561)   Act  No.  81-A. 

Dairy  cattle  indemnities  (LH.  R. 
177)  Act  No.  138. 

Sausage  adulteration  (H.  R.  562) 
Act  No.  532. 

Bakery  licensing  and  registration 
(H.  R.  563)  Act  No.  535. 

Tobacco  disease  control  appropria- 
tion (H.  R.  564)  Act  No.  30-A. 

Livestock  dealers  license  fee  (H.  R. 
569)  Act  No.  168. 

Amendments  to  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture section  of  Administrative 
Code  (H.  R.  733)  Act  No.  67. 

Produce  dealers  licensing  and  bond- 
ing (H.  R.  1129)  Act  No.  241. 

Appropriation  for  Pennsylvania  ex- 
hibit in  World's  Poultry  Congress 
(H.  R.  1508)  Act  No.  39-A. 

Regulation  of  soft  drink  containers 
(H.  R.  1560)  Act  No.  214. 

Butter  law  (H.  R.  1561)  Act  No. 
145. 

Pure  food  definitions  and  standards 
(H.  R.  1565)  Act  No.  291. 

Milk  Control  Commission  (H.  R. 
1574)   Act  No.  105. 

Compulsory  marking  of  grades  (H. 
R.  1705)  Act  No.  275. 

Selling  fruits  and  vegetables  by 
volume  in  closed  packages  (H.  R. 
1715)  Act  No.  276. 

Soil  conservation  (H.  R.  1894)  Act 
No.  557.  ^„     ^ 

Agricultural    conservation    (H.    R. 
1959)  Act  No.  541. 
Ice  cream  law  (H.  R.  1981)  Act  No. 

350.  ^      , 

Appropriation  for  potato  develop- 
ment and  marketing  (H.  R.  2145) 
Act  No.  54-A. 

NATIONAL  SALES 
HELP  FARMERS 

Cooperative  action  by  the  farmers, 
canners,  packers  and  the  National 
Association  of  Food  Chains  during 
the  past  year  disposed  of  a  surplus 
of  6,469,000  cases  of  canned  peaches, 
increased  beef  sales  as  much  as  34.7 
percent  a  month  when  cattle  were 
rushed  to  the  slaughter  house  because 
of  the  high  price  of  feed  and  moved 
large  surpluses  of  turkeys,  grapefruit 
and  lamb.  This  was  accomplished 
through  well-advertised  nation-wide 
sales  which  increased  retail  sales  by 
as  much  as  284.7  percent  and  in  each 
case  increased  the  prices  paid  the 
producers  by  as  much  as  100  percent. 


FARM  FACTS 

The  proportion  of  the  root  system 
to  the  rest  of  the  tree  varies  with  the 
species,  the  State  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture reports.  Experiments  with 
two-year  old  trees  in  loam  soils  in  a 
nursery  showed  that  in  spruce  the 
weight  of  the  root  system  was  25  per- 
cent of  the  entire  plant;  in  fir,  45  per- 
cent; in  pine,  13  per  cent;  in  larch, 
39  percent;  in  beech,  61  percent;  in 
oak,  76  percent. 


In  only  three  States  is  the  farm 
labor  situation  more  acute  than  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture  reports.  Those  States 
are  New  York,  Michigan  and  Dela- 
ware. In  this  State  and  Ohio  the  sup- 
ply in  relation  to  the  demand  is  76 
percent.  The  national  average  is  90.8 
percent.  In  only  eleven  states  is  the 
demand  for  farm  labor  greater  than 
in  Pennsylvania. 


The  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration reports  that  it  has  loaned 
$1,950,000  to  Pennsylvania  rural  elec- 
trification cooperatives  which  have 
built  or  are  building  1822  miles  of 
power  lines  and  are  now  serving  6,146 
farms. 


Pennsylvania-grown  seed  is  being 
used  in  the  Philippine  Islands  schools. 
The  State  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
riecently  inspected  one  shipment  of 
1,042  pounds  of  vegetable  seeds,  33 
pounds  of  flower  seed  and  210  pounds 
of  grass  seed. 

Agents  of  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  are  making  annual  in- 
spections of  apiaries  and  for  the 
Peach  Yellows  disease. 


There  are  3,000,000  potato  growers 
in  the  United  States,  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  reports.  Of 
that  number  only  128,000  produce 
more  than  500  bushels  per  year  and 
only  300,000  produce  more  than  200 
bushels.  The  yield  per  acre  of  the  big 
producers  averages  about  double  that 
of  the  small  growers. 


CAUSE  AND  EFFECT 

J.  Hansen  French,  chairman  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Debt  Adjustment 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  Rural  Re- 
settlement Administration,  reported 
today  that  one  out  of  ten  American 
farmers  live  on  land  unsuited  for  suc- 
cessful farming,  one  out  of  six  farms 
were  foreclosed  during  the  depression 
and  one  out  of  six  farm  families  have 
been  on  relief.  He  attributes  the  lat- 
ter two  situations  largely  to  the  first. 


MAKING  NEWS 

Pennsylvania  farmers,  farm  organ- 
izations and  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  have  been  "making  news" 
so  rapidly  that  virtually  every  edition 
of  "Marketing  Activities,"  a  weekly 
publication  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  federal  and  State  depart- 
ments of  agriculture,  carries  one  or 
more  Pennsylvania  articles. 
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VEGETABLE 
CROPS  EQUAL 
LAST  YEAR'S 


VEGETABLE  CROPS 
EQUAL  OUTPUT 
OF  LAST  YEAR 


Forty  licensed  inspectors  and  nine 
State  supervising  inspectors  have 
been  stationed  at  canneries  through- 
out the  State  for  several  weeks  dur- 
■nir  the  processing  of  Pennsylvania's 
vegetable  crops. 

This  year's  crop  may  equal  the  big 
];»:{<;  crops  and  would  have  exceeded 
tin'in  had  it  not  been  for  excessive 
rainfall. 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  today  estimated  that  the 
farm  r?  of  the  State  have  produced 
this  year  canned  fruits,  vegetables 
and  meatj-^  having  a  total  value  of 
$56,000,000. 

Vcjj'-'tubles  and  fruit  for  canning 
are  graded  and  inspected  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State  Bureau  of 
Markets.  The  recent  legislature  ap- 
propriated additional  funds  for  the 
extension  of  this  work. 


MILK  OUTPUT 

TIES  RECORD 

Milk  production  in  the  United  States 
during  August  equalled  the  all-time 
hiu'h  record  for  mid-summer  and  was 
considerably  higher  than  the  1936 
August  output,  the  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  reported  to- 
day. 

With  larger  feed  crops  in  prospect, 
feed  prices  are  adjusting  to  a  new- 
crop  basis  and  they  have  declined  rel- 
ative to  prices  of  dairy  products.  It 
seems  probable  that  there  will  be 
about  the  usual  seasonal  rise  in  prices 
of  dairy  products  during  the  fall  and 
that  the  relationship  between  prices 
of  dairy  products  and  feeds  will  con- 
tinue to  become  more  favorable  for 
dairy  producers. 

Production  of  manufactured  dairy 
products  in  June  was  larger  than  the 
year  earlier  but  somewhat  below  the 
peak  production  for  the  month,  which 
occurred  in  1935.  Heavy  receipts  of 
milk  and  cream  at  the  principal  East- 
em  markets  indicate  continued  in- 
crea.ses  in  the  total  consumption  of 
these  products  in  cities.  Apparent 
consumption  of  manufactured  dairy 
products  in  June  was  somewhat  less 
than  the  year  earlier. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  creamery 
butter  on  August  1  were  20  percent 
larger  than  the  small  holdings  on 
August  1,  1936,  but  about  the  same 
as  the  5-year  (1932-36)  average.  In 
July  the  margin  between  the  price  of 
92-8core  butter  at  New  York  and  fin- 
est New  Zealand  butter  in  London, 
averaged  6.4  cents  compared  with  7.3 
cents  a  year  ago.  With  this  narrow 
"largin  only  small  quantities  of  but- 
ter are  being  imported. 

Stocks  of  American  cheese  reached 
a  new  high  for  the  month,  about  25 
percent  above  the  5-year  1932-36  aver- 
age. 


POTATO  GROWERS 

Coopfjration  of  the  thirty-two  coun- 
ty associations  of  potato  gfi'owers  in 
Pennsylvania  to  make  the  State's  po- 
tato marketing  program  a  success  was 
solicited  today  by  James  L.  States, 
f<^ting  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets. 

In  a  letter  to  the  groups  he  asked 
jhem  to  discuss  their  marketing  prob- 
■"'^^  with  Shelton  R.  Poole,  senior 
"marketing  specialist  in  charge  of  the 
potato  work.  This  program  is  being 
"lanced  bv  a  $25,000  special  appro- 
f^ation  granted  by  the  1937  State 
'"fialature. 


PRICE  CHANGE 
AIDS  POULTRY 

Marked  improvement  in  the  feed- 
egg  ratio  from  the  poultryman's  point 
of  view  was  reported  today  by  J.  Han- 
sell French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
on  the  basis  of  a  Federal-State  Crop 
Reporting  Service  survey.  For  several 
months  feed  prices  were  exceptionally 
high  and  egg  prices  low.  Feed  prices 
are  now  declining  and  egg  prices 
climbing. 

The  survey  disclosed  large  stocks 
of  storage  eggs  and  indicated  a  re- 
duction in  the  size  of  the  laying  flock 
for  1938. 

In  view  of  the  unusually  heavy 
stocks  of  storage  eggs,  there  seems 
to  be  a  general  feeling  among  dis- 
tributors that  reserves  of  shell  eggs 
should  be  used  as  quickly  as  market 
conditions  permit.  This  policy  is  like- 
ly to  keep  down  the  price  of  current 
arrivals  for  the  time  being.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  stimulating  consump- 
tion through  price  appeal  to  consum- 
ers, it  will  mean  a  much  improved 
statistical  position  for  the  market 
when  the  1937  crop  of  pullets  comes 
into  production.  Irrespective  of  the 
heavy  stocks,  it  is  possible  that  no 
aggressive  effort  will  be  made  to 
move  any  particularly  large  volume 
of  frozen  eggs  into  distributing  chan- 
nels during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
for  the  prospects  of  decreased  egg 
production  in  1938  forms  the  basis  for 
a  general  expectation  of  higher  prices. 

Supporting  the  foregoing  possibility 
is  the  egg  and  poultry  production  re- 
port for  July  1,  which  shows  not  only 
a  greater  than  usual  seasonal  decrease 
in  the  numbers  of  layers  in  farm 
flocks  during  June  but  also  the  small- 
est number  of  young  chickens  on 
farms  on  July  1  of  record  for  that 
date.  Reports  from  commercial  hatch- 
eries indicate  that  the  output  of 
chicks  by  that  industry  during  the 
first  6  months  of  1937  was  around  16 
percent  below  the  number  hatched 
during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1936.  This  sharp  drop  was  reflected 
in  a  decrease  of  19  percent  in  the 
numbers  of  young  chickens  on  farms 
as  of  July  1  compared  with  the  num- 
bers on  farms  as  of  the  same  date 
last  year.  Present  indications,  there- 
fore, point  to  numbers  of  layers  in 
farm  flocks  next  year  not  greatly  dif- 
ferent from  the  unusually  small  num- 
bers of  1935  and  1936.  As  there  will 
be  a  smaller  proportion  of  pullets  in 
nex*  season's  laying  flocks,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  average  egg  produc- 
tion per  hen  will  reach  the  high  rec- 
ords established  this  year. 

Sentiment  in  the  poultry  markets 
registered  a  marked  improvement  dur- 
ing July.  Increasing  evidence  of  a 
considerable  shortage  in  this  year's 
poultry  crop  compared  with  that  of 
1936  more  than  offset  the  effects  of 
continued  large  .stocks  of  poultry  in 
cold  storage,  and  prices  advanced  be- 
tween 2  to  3  cents  per  pound  at  most 
points.  Practically  all  classes  shared 
in  the  advance,  although  it  was  more 
pronounced  on  broilers  and  fowls  of 
the  larger  sizes.  Poultry  distributors 
report  an  increasing  interest  in  poul- 
try due  to  the  high  prices  of  other 
meat,  and  apparently  a  good  volume  is 
moving  into  consumption  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

The  increasingly  favorable  pros- 
pects for  ample  feed  supplies  during 
the  coming  season  are  probably  now 
leading  farmers,  somewhat  belatedly, 
to  save  as  many  as  possible  of  their 
present  layers  in  order  to  make  up 
for  the  short  supply  of  pullets  for 
next  season's  laying  flocks. 


ASKS  PROTECTION 

The  public  was  asked  today  by  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, to  protect  the  insect  commonly 
called  the  "Praying  Mantis"  because 
of  its  grotesque  attitude  of  prayer. 
Specimens  have  been  killed  on  account 


FARM  FACTS 

The  "tin  can"  in  which  a  large  part 
of  America's  food  is  delivered  to  the 
kitchen  is  98  percent  steel  and  2  per- 
cent tin.  There  are  twenty-seven  dif- 
ferent sizes  used  by  the  commercial 
canner,  according  to  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  One  machine 
produces  300  a  minute,  or  five  times 
the  daily  output  of  a  single  workman 
producing  them  by  hand. 


Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  New 
England  manufacture  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  nation's  cheese. 
While  national  production  averages 
50,000,000  pounds  a  month  the  month- 
ly average  for  the  section  including 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  the 
New  England  states  is  approximately 
175,000  pounds. 


The  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture reports  that  during  June  27,490 
pounds  of  Pennsylvania  cheese  were 
shipped  to  the  four  big  eastern  mar- 
kets and  that  2,275,968  pounds  of  Wis- 
consin cheese,  392,063  pounds  of  Illi- 
nois cheese  and  26,369  pounds  of  New 
York  cheese  were  received  at  Phila- 
delphia. 


Creamery  butter  production  in 
Pennsylvania  this  summer  has  ranged 
from  800,000  to  1,126,000  pounds  per 
month,  according  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Shipments  of 
butter  into  Philadelphia  from  other 
states  totaled  7,745,000  pounds  in 
June.  Shipments  from  this  State  into 
other  states  that  month  totaled  109,- 
000  pounds. 


UPWARD  TREND 
IN  FARM  INCOME 

Cash  income  of  the  farmers  of  the 
United  States,  which  will  exceed  J^9,- 
000,000,000  this  year,  shows  a  marked 
upward  trend  since  the  1930  collapse 
of  farm  pnces.  The  following  chart 
shows  the  farm  cash  income  by  years 
since  1924: 

1924    $  9,785,000,000 

1925    10,324,000,000 

1926    9,993,000,000 

1927    10,016,000,000 

1928    10,289,000,000 

1929    10,479,000,000 

1930  8,451,000,000 

1931  5,899,000,000 

1932  4,328,000,000 

1933  5,117,000,000 

1934  6,348,000,000 

1935  7,090,000,000 

1936  7,865,000,000 

1937  9,000,000,000* 

*Preliminary  estimate. 


of  tlie  fear  that  they  were  poisonous 
or  harmful. 

This  elongate,  skeleton-like  crea- 
ture, colored  with  greens  and  browns 
to  harmonize  with  vegetation  and  sur- 
roundings is  the  Chinese  Praying 
Mantis.  The  small  head  can  be  moved 
about  in  inquiring  attitudes  for  it  is 
watching  for  victims — other  soft- 
bodied  insects,  which  form  its  food. 
This  prey  is  caught  and  held  with  the 
front  legs  which  are  spined  and  en- 
larged for  this  purpose.  The  manner 
in  which  its  holds  these  stout,  spiny 
legs,  raised  to  heaven,  has  been  mis- 
construed by  superstitious  persons  in 
many  places,  and  was  mistaken  for 
an  attitude  of  prayer  —  hence  the 
name. 

This  beneficial  insect  should  not  be 
disturbed,  captured  or  killed.  It  is 
harmless  and  decidedly  beneficial,  and 
may  be  classed  among  the  species  that 
have  been  imported  to  combat  our 
destructive  pests.  It  was  originally 
brought  to  this  country  on  nurseiy 
stock  from  Japan — an  alien  that  is 
worthy  of  naturalization  and  protec- 
tion. 
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RICH  HARVEST 
1937  GIFT  TO 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Pennsylvania  fanners  during  the 
first  seven  months  of  this  year  re- 
ceived for  their  principal  products 
525^69,000  more  than  their  receipts 
during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1936,  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
\ffri'culture,  said  today. 

July  receipts  this  year  exceeded  the 
July,  1936.  receipts  by  $2,040,000. 
They  were  50  percent  greater  than  the 
July,  1934,  receipts. 

Receipts  from  the  sale  of  the  prii^- 
cipal  products  of  Keystone  State 
farms  from  January  to  July,  inclusive 
this  year  totaled  $148,463,000  com- 
pared with  $101,974,000  in  1934. 

Pennsylvania  ranked  tenth  among 
the  forty-eight  States  for  farm  re- 
ceipts during  the  first  seven  months 

of  this  year.  ,   ^^     ^  - 

Field  crops  netted  the  farmers  of 
this  State  during  July  of  this  year 
$3,943,000,  compared  with  $1,875,000 
in  July,  1935.  Livestock  and  livestock 
products  brought  the  farmers  $18,- 
285,000  during  July,  1937. 

Sales  of  wheat  were  unusually  high 
in  July  and  in  the  important  Winter 
Wheat  Belt  States  income  was  con- 
siderably higher  than  a  year  earlier. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  23,  1937 
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BANG'S  DISEASE 
ERADICATION 
ON  AREA  PLAN 

Eradication  of  Bang's  Disease  in 
Pennsylvania's  1,500,000  dairy  cattle 
was  placed  on  the  area  plan  by  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
the  first  time  on  September  15  when 
eight  townships  in  Crawford  County 
were  quarantined. 

Townships  quarantined  were  Ath- 
ens, East  Fallowfield,  West  Fallow- 
field,  Greenwood,  North  Shenango, 
Sparta,  Troy  and  Steuben.  The  quar- 
antine encompasses  all  cities,  bor- 
oughs, towns  and  villages  within  the 
townships. 

Venango  County  dairy  interests  arc 
expected  to  approve  the  area  plan  of 
eradication  late  this  month.  Several 
townships  will  be  affected. 

On  November  1  all  of  Jefferson 
County  will  be  quarantined  under  the 
area  plan.  This  is  the  only  county 
in  the  State  which  will  participate  as 
one  area.  Owners  of  dairy  farms  in 
Jefferson  County  availed  themselves 
of  federal  emergency  funds  for  Bang's 
Disease  indemnities  to  the  extent  that 
the  disease  had  been  virtually  eradi- 
cated there  before  the  inauguration 
of  the  State  program. 

Fifteen  veterinarians  were  sent  into 
the  eight  Crawford  County  townships 
to  make  the  blood  tests  there.  All 
infected  cattle  will  be  destroyed. 

The  recent  legislature  made  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  of  $1,200,000  for 
the  payment  of  indemnities  on  dairy 
cattle  condenmed  for  bovine  tuber- 
culosis and  Bang's  Disease  during  the 
1937-39  biennium.  It  is  estimated  that 
$800,000  of  that  amount  will  be  used 
in  the  eradication  of  Bang's  Disease 
in  view  of  the  reduction  of  tuber- 
culosis infection  to  less  than  one-half 
of  one  percent. 

Since  1933  the  federal  government 
^as  been  paying  indemnities  in  this 
State.  These  indemnity  payments  will 
"c  continued  during  the  present  year. 

For  several  weeks  the  State  has 
been  making  tests  on  the  individual 
"erd  plan. 

Federal  indemnities  are  $25  for 
i^rade  animals  and  $50  for  purebred 
cattle.  The  State  indemnity  is  on  a 
"asig  of  $32.50  for  each  grade  animal 
and  $50  for  each  purebred  animal, 
these  payments  to  be  adjusted  to  keep 
jhe  total  of  the  federal  and  State  in- 
?6ninities  and  the  salvage  value  with- 
al 90  percent  of  the  appraised  value 
'>'  the  condemned  animal. 


SURPLUS  REMOVAL 

SETTLED  POLICY 

Surplus  removal  has  become  an  im- 
portant part  of  this  country's  national 
farm  policy,  declared  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to- 
day. 

The  government  annually  sets  aside 
a  sum  equal  to  30  percent  of  the  pre- 
vious year's  customs  receipts  to  be 
used  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
for  removing  surpluses  of  farm  pro- 
ducts. Three  types  of  operation  are 
authorized — encouraging  exports,  en- 
couraging domestic  consumption,  and 
payments  in  connection  with  normal 
production  for  domestic  consumption. 

Each  program  has  two  aims.  The 
first  aim  is  reduction  of  a  surplus. 
The  second  aim  is  to  make  intelligent 
use  of  the  product  taken  off  the  reg- 
ular market.  In  some  cases  benefits 
are  paid  to  exporters  and  the  surplus 
is  sent  to  foreign  markets.  Other  sur- 
pluses are  diverted  to  new  uses.  Many 
surpluses  are  bought  outright  and 
turned  over  to  the  Federal  Surplus 
Commodities  Corporation  for  distribu- 
tion to  relief  agencies.  Giving  the 
commodities  to  people  who  tempo- 
rarily lack  money  to  buy  them  does 
not  compete  with  normally  ^narketed 
commodities,  and  it  creates  potential 
new  demands.  When  people  start  earn- 
ing money  again  they  often  keep  buy- 
ing farm  products  to  which  they  be- 
came accustomed  while  on  relief. 

Surplus  removal  has  been  especially 
useful  in  streng^thening  farm  prices 
when  the  market  has  been  depressed 
by  local  or  temporary  surpluses. 
Operations  have  had  no  market  tend- 
ency to  raise  retail  prices  to  consum- 
ers. When  farm  prices  reach  a  very 
low  point,  retail  prices  do  not  follow 
them  down,  and  when  farm  prices 
are  raised  from  these  very  low  levels, 
retail  prices  do  not  rise  proportion- 
ately. 

At  the  start  of  the  fiscal  year  which 
opened  July  1,  1935,  the  30  percent 
of  the  customs  receipts  set  aside 
amounted  to  about  $92,000,000.  Of 
this  amount  about  $1,000,000  was  used 
to  encourage  exports  of  walnuts,  to- 
bacco, pecans.  Northwest  flour,  Puerto 
Rican  coffee,  and  substandard  prunes. 
Nearly  $3,000,000  went  for  diverting 
commodities  to  byproduct  use.  These 
commodities  were  peanuts,  tobacco, 
cotton,  raisins,  prunes,  and  walnuts. 
About  $10,000,000  was  paid  for  surplus 
commodities  donated  to  the  Federal 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  for 
relief  distribution.  Purchases  included 
North  Pacific  and  soft  red  wheat, 
cotton  and  ticking,  eggs,  vegetables, 
and  fruits.  Approximately  $42,000,000 
was  used  for  cotton  price  adjustments, 
which  gave  growers  the  difference 
between  the  average  market  price  on 
the  day  they  sold  their  cotton  and  12 
cents  a  pound. 

This  year  (1936-1937)  no  cotton 
price  adjustment  payments  are  being 
made.  The  other  operations  are  being 
carried  on  in  about  the  same  volume 
that  they  were  last  year.  Exports  of 
walnuts,  tobacco,  pecans,  Northwest 
flour,  Puerto  Rican  coffee,  and  pears 
are  being  encouraged.  Diversion  to  by- 
product use  has  been  encouraged  for 
pears,  prunes,  figs,  walnuts,  .sub- 
standard dates,  and  tobacco.  Purchas- 
es for  realief  distribution  include  cat- 
tle from  drought  areas.  North  Pacific 
wheat,  sirup,  eggs,  vegetables,  fruits, 
and  rice. 


SAVING  SOIL 

Pennsylvania  farmers  have  entered 
2,r>2<J,G0(>  acres  of  cropland  in  the  1937 
soil  conservation  and  improvement 
program  of  the  Agricultural  Adjust- 
ment Administration,  according  to  J. 
Hansell  French,  a  member  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Conservation  Com- 
mittee. 

More  than  70,000  Keystone  State 
farmers  are  cooperating  with  the  na- 
tional administration  this  year,  and 
the  acreage  entered  is  32  percent  of 
the  State's  cultivated  area. 


FARM  FACTS 

Thirty-four  million  pounds  of  Penn- 
sylvania corn,  tomatoes,  beans  and 
cherries  were  inspected  by  State 
Bureau  of  Markets  inspectors  at  can- 
neries during  August. 


As  part  of  the  poultry  improvement 
work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture  inspectors  selected  37,- 
247  birds  on  sixty-six  farms  last 
month.  The  selected  chickens  met  the 
requirements  of  the  program. 


Agents  of  the  State  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets in  August  made  885  inspections 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  fresh  egg 
law.  The  employes  in  the  establish- 
ments investigated  were  instructed  in 
the  provisions  of  the  law. 


In  spite  of  weather  conditions  which 
were  favorable  to  infection  Black 
Stem  Rust,  according  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture,  this 
year,  damaged  the  oats  very  little  in 
regions  where  barberry  bushes  had 
been  eradicated.  Damage  up  to  100 
percent  has  been  found  where  bar- 
berries, temporary  host  of  the  disease, 
and  oats  were  growing  in  close  prox- 
imity. 


Pennsylvania's  yield  of  winter 
wheat  (22  bushels  per  acre)  this  year 
ranked  fifth  in  the  nation.  Nevada 
with  28  bushels  to  the  acre  led,  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  an- 
nounces. 


The  condition  of  Pennsylvania's 
corn  crop,  in  comparison  with  normal, 
was  better  this  summer  than  the  crop 
in  all  other  States  except  four,  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, reports. 


CLEAN  CALF  HIDES 

Many  abattoirs  are  confronted  with 
the  problem  of  properly  cleansing 
hides  of  the  so  called  hog-dressed 
calves  in  order  that  they  may  be 
placed  in  the  cooler,  according  to  Dr. 
J.  J.  Thomas,  chief  of  the  meat  hy- 
giene division  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

To  wash  these  calves  by  hand  is 
expensive  and  in  many  cases  a  slow 
process. 

If  the  abattoir  has  a  small  single 
hog  dehairing  machine  the  washing  of 
hog  dressed  calves  becomes  a  simple 
matter  in  many  cases.  Simply  remove 
the  head  and  also  the  front  legs  at 
the  so  called  knee  joint.  Place  the 
calf  in  the  dehairing  machine  with 
the  cold  water  spray  running. 

It  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  turns 
and  the  calf  is  clean  and  ready  to 
be  eviscerated.  Wash  the  inside  of  the 
calf  to  remove  blood  and  it  is  ready 
for  the  cooler. 

If  scraper  paddles  on  the  dehairer 
are  new,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  stop  the 
machine  each  time  before  dropping  a 
calf  in,  otherwise  hides  may  be  in- 
jured. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  in  hog 
dehairing  machines,  both  as  to  type 
and  methods  of  operation.  The  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  suggests  that  any- 
one interested  in  cleaning  hog  dressed 
calves,  try  one  or  two  in  their  dehair- 
ing machine  to  ascertain  results. 


AMERICA  EXPOSES 
LAND  TO  EROSION 

American  farmers  expose  two  and  a 
half  time  as  much  cropland  to  the 
more  serious  forms  of  erosion  than 
does  Europe,  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  said  today. 

The  cropland  area  of  the  United 
States  is  equal  to  that  of  Europe,  ex- 
clusive of  Russia,  but  there  are  155,- 
000,000  acres  in  row  crops  in  the 
United  States  and  only  65,000,000 
acres  in  Europe.  Row  crops  leave 
nothing  to  hold  the  top  soil  in  place. 


Pennsylvania  Farm  Show— Harrisburg— January  17-2 1,1938 
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APPROVE  ARENA 
FOR  FARM  SHOW 

Construction  of  a  $1,200,000  arena 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  was 
assured  this  week  when  the  Federal 
Government  approved  an  allocation 
of  General  State  Authority  funds  for 
that  purpose. 

The  present  Farm  Show  buildings 
cover  ten  and  one-half  acres. 

Architectural  plans  now  undergoing 
jninor  revisions  provide  for  a  judging 
ring  spacious  enough  for  the  great 
international  and  national  livestock 
shows  and  agricultural  expositions, 
for  a  seating  capacity  of  more  than 
15,000  persons,  for  additional  exhibi- 
tion space  and  other  show  needs. 

Borings  have  already  been  made  on 
the  site  and  construction  will  be 
started  in  time  to  complete  the  build- 
ing before  the  1939  show. 

When  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  last  spring  petitioned 
the  General  State  Authority  to  allo- 
cate federal  rehabilitation  funds  for 
a  Farm  Show  arena  the  agricultural 
organizations  of  the  State  and  the 
State  legislature  enthusiastically  ap- 
proved the  project. 

Upon  receiving  word  that  the  pro- 
ject had  been  approved  finally.  Repre- 
sentative John  A.  Smith,  Cumberland 
County,  sent  the  following  message 
to  Col.  A.  S.  Janeway,  Director  of  the 
General  State  Authority: 

"In  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Pennsylvania  Guernsey 
Breeders  Association,  both  of  which  I 
represent  as  chairman  of  special  com- 
mittees, I  most  sincerely  thank  you 
for  the  efforts  you  have,  exerted  to- 
ward the  approval  of  the  farm  show 
expansion  project. 

"You  are  to  be  congratulated  in 
having  fostered  the  growth  of  an  in- 
stitution which  is  wholly  inspirational. 
In  these  days  of  overcrowded  penal 
and  correctional  institutions  we  are 
prone  to  acquiesce  in  the  demands  for 
larger  correctional  institutions.  This 
great  inspirational  show  is  designed 
to  teach  youth  to  breed  up  to  higher 
levels  of  efficiency,  the  livestock  they 
exhibit.  It  no  less  teaches  them  to 
breed  up  the  human  race  and  to  make 
each  succeeding  generation  better 
than  its  forebearers.  In  my  opinion 
you  are  approving  'the  ounce  of  pre- 
vention which  is  worth  a  pound  of 
cure.' 

"The  inadequacy  of  the  present 
large  building  is  most  obvious  to  vis- 
itors of  the  farm  show.  The  National 
Dairy  Show  is  anxiously  awaiting  the 
opportunity  of  entering  an  eastern 
arena.  We  face  a  definite  need  for  a 
winter  horse  show,  and  why  not  a 
'Rosebowr  football  game  after  the 
inter-collegiate  games  are  over? 

"The  approval  of  this  project  con- 
summates my  most  cherished  official 
ambition." 


STRAY  DOGS 

Last  month  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture  paid  $5,391  in  bounties 
to  local  police  officers  for  destroying 
5,391  stray  dogs.  State  agents  killed 
104  uncontrolled  dogs. 

During  the  same  period  the  depart- 
i^ent  approved  221  claims  totaling 
$3,057.23  for  livestock  and  poultry 
destroyed  by  dogs. 

Among  twenty-eight  dogs  sent  to 
the  department's  laboratory  for  rabies 
tests  eight  were  found  to  be  infected. 
Three  other  rabies  cases  were  re- 
ported in  the  State  during  the  month. 

BANG  DISEASE 

The  State  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try last  month  found  1,280  diseased 
animals  among  25,485  cattle  tested 
'or  Bang  disease.  During  that  period 
they  issued  499  certificates  for  bang 
disease-free  herds. 


FRENCH  ISSUES 
POTATO  RULES 

Additional  instructions  relative  to 
the  marking  of  closed  packages  of 
potatoes  with  the  grade  of  the  con- 
tents were  issued  today  by  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Potatoes  packed  on  the  farm  in 
closed  containers  for  shipment  direct 
to  potato  chip  manufacturers  or 
other  processors  are  not  exempt  from 
the  compulsory  marking  act.  Many 
farmers  were  under  the  misappre- 
hension that  the  law  applied  only  to 
retail  shipments. 

Several  arrests  have  been  made  in 
various  parts  of  the  State  by  Bureau 
of  Markets  agents  for  failure  to  re- 
move old  markings  from  potato  con- 
tainers or  for  failure  to  attach  proper 
markings. 

State  agents  have  also  found  ship- 
pers using  the  wrong  colors  on  their 
containers  and  tags  to  identify  the 
grade  of  the  contents.  Red  tags,  in- 
stead of  green  tags,  have  been  found 
on  shipments  of  "U.  S.  Commercial" 
potatoes. 

After  October  22  it  will  be  illegal 
to  use  the  official  colors  contrary  to 
the  following  chart: 

BLUE— U.  S.  Fancy,  U.  S.  Ex- 
tra No.  1,  U.  S.  No.  1,  Size  A. 

RED— U.  S.  No.  1,  Size  B. 

GREEN— U.  S.  Commercial. 

ORANGE— U.  S.  No.  2. 
White  is  recommended  for  unclassi- 
fied packs. 


STATE  PRODUCES 

NECESSARY  FOODS 

Pennsylvania  farms  produce,  with 
only  seven  exceptions,  the  items  of 
food  included  in  the  moderate-cost 
adequate  diet  recommended  by  gov- 
ernment home  economics  experts.  The 
exceptions  are  products  of  the  tropics. 

The  diet  recommended  for  a  family 
of  two  moderately  active  adults,  a 
10-year-old  boy  and  an  8-year-old  girl 
follows : 


.21  qt 


Milk    .  . 

(Fluid  milk  or  corresponding  quantities 
of  canned  or  dried  milk,  or  cheese) 
Vegetables  and  Fruits — 

Potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes ; 9  lb. 

Tomatoes  (fresh  or  canned),  and  citrus 

fruit 9  lb. 

Leafy,  green,  and  yellow  vegetables 10  lb. 


FARM  FACTS 

For  the  rehabilitation  of  hurricane* 
devastated  Puerto  Rican  farms  certi- 
fied Pennsylvania  seed  was  purchased 
by  the  relief  agency.  One  shipment 
included  90  pounds  of  pepper  seed; 
150  pounds  of  tomato  seed,  1,000 
pounds  of  peanuts,  1,475  pounds  of 
beans,  100  pounds  of  onion  seed  and 
75  pounds  of  cabbage  seed. 


Disappearance  of  eighteen  acres  of 
Idaho  farm  land  into  an  underground 
cavern  caused  more  excitement  than 
the  annual  loss  by  water  of  40,000,000 
tons  of  phosphorus,  potassium  and 
nitrogen  from  the  farm  lands  of  the 
United  States  or  the  loss  of  100,000,- 
000  acres  of  once  fertile  top  soil,  ob- 
served J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  today. 


The  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  the  modern 
chemical  fertilizer  industry  began 
with  the  discovery  in  1840  that  the 
fertilizing  value  of  bones  was  in- 
creased by  their  treatment  with  sul- 
furic acid. 


Since  the  World  War  the  United 
States  has  become  self-contained  as 
regards  the  chemical  elements  on 
which  it  is  dependent  for  the  produc- 
tion of  its  future  crops,  declared 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture today. 


Mark  N.  Witmer,  Dalmatia,  Pa., 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Poultry 
Association,  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Northeastern 
States  Poultry  Producers'  Council. 


Dried    beans    and    peas,    peanut    butter, 

and    nuts J4  lb. 

Dried    fruits 1  lb. 

Other  vegetables  and   fruits 26  lb. 

Eggs 2- 1  /  3  doz. 

Lean  meat,  poultry,  and  fish 11  lb. 

Flour    and   cereals. ^  lb. 

(Flour,  corn  meal,  rice,  macaroni,  spa- 
ghetti, and  assorted  breakfast  cereals, 
as  well  as  corresponding  quantities 
of  white  and  whole-grain  breads,  other 
bakery  goods,  and  crackers.) 
Fats ■_ -:3'/4  lb. 


(Butter,  margarines,  lard,  oil.  vegetable 
shortening,  salt  pork,  and  bacon.) 


Sugars    — 


31b. 


(Sugar,  jellies,  jams,  honey,  sirups,  and 

molasses.) 

Accessories 80  cents  worth 

(Coffee,  tea,  cocoa,  baking  oowder,  soda, 

vinegar,  salt,  spices,  etc.) 


Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Contest 

Ten  High  Pens  to  August  1,  with  Rank  at  End  of  Each  Month* 

RANK  Points  Eggs 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July        to  to 

State     31       30       31       31       28       31       30       31       30       31  Date  Date 

Foreman    Poultry    Farm..Mich.     13       12         7         6         S         S         4         4         3         1  2523.10  2466 

E.   B.  Parmenter Mass.     20         3         4         4         1  1         1  1  1         2  2520.55  2421 

RinkirPouiry    Farm Penn.     36       19       23       12         ^,         \         \         \         \         \     f^f,     \\% 

Guv  A.   Leader Penn.       4767733324     ^^^^-^     ^:!" 

E.B.  Parmenter. Mass.     15         4        3         I         2         2         2         2         4         5     2443.65     2293 

Carey^'PaJms - Ohio  47       14       10         9       21  IS       12       10  6  6  2344.60  2285 

Drvden  Poultry  Breeding  3       50       IS       11       12  10        9         9  7  7  2336.65  2303 

RotYawn    Poultry   F^^^^^^^^^  56       37       34       31       27  22       1.^       U  8  s  2306.15  2279 

Taylor    Bros. Penna.  9       27       21       25       22  16       14        14  1  9  2301.25  2258 

J.    A.    Hanson Oregon  22224  488  10  10  2292.80  2192 

*E.    B.    Parmentcr's  pens  are   Single   Comb  Rhode  Island   Red.   All  others  are    Single    Comb   white 
Leghorns. 

Summary  by  Months  1936-1937  Contest  and  to  Date  for 

1934-1937  Contests 

AveraRe  Average  Average 

Percent  Points  Ek^s  Egg  Weight  Percent 

Month   and   Year                                  Production  Per  Bird  Per  Bird  Or.  Per  Doz.  Mortality 

Ortober     1936                                 -                  60.00  16.74  18.60  22.0  1.00 

Norember      1936" ' ^-l"                 59.44  33.62  36.26  22.S  6.42 

December'   1936      ""^r    ^    "•                   61.22  53.60  56.33  23.0  10.44 

TanuSl^y     1937           77. 64.07  76.25  78.80  23.4  12.07 

tebmary     1937       65.44  96.58  98.82  23.6  12.75 

March     1937        "" HI..-                65.66  117.92  119.50  23.7  14.80 

Aoril    'l9?7       ~" S.                  65.41  137.07  138.65  24.0  16.45 

Xy     1937      1    65.42  159.06  158.99  24.0  17.81 

June.    1937   ""                65.01  178.12  177.47  24.1  19.37 

7ulv**?977  64.17  195.97  195.08  24.1  21.71 

\t\y      936 :  65.52  202.99  199.84  24.3  21.62 

u  v'    1935 1™  — .  65.29  200.24  198.48  24.2  17.91 

uly     1934 ":  62.91  192.16  191.26  24.1  17.87 
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JUDGING  HONEY 
AT  FARM  SHOW 

Flavor,  density,  clarity,  cleanliness 
and  the  container  are  the  principal 
factors  which  will  be  considered  by 
the  judp:es  of  the  honey  entries  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  next  Janu- 
ary 17  -  21. 

How  the  judges  will  arrive  at  their 
decisions  is  explained  in  this,  the  third 
of  a  series  of  articles  released  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  the  guidance  of  farm  show 
visitors  and  exhibitors. 

Honey  is  a  natural  food  produced 
by  the  flowers  of  plants.  It  has  many 
characteristics  of  considerable  impor- 
tance that  are  found  only  in  natural 
foods.  Because  of  these  unusual  prop- 
erties a  judge  must  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  different  kinds  of 
honey,  say  apiarists  of  the  School  of 
Agriculture  at  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College. 

The  flavor  of  honey  is  one  of  the 
more  variable  characteristics  which  a 
judpe  must  take  into  consideration. 
Every  flower  produces  a  different  fla- 
vor of  honey.  The  honey  produced  by 
some  flowers  is  considered  to  be  of 
finer  flavor  than  that  produced  by 
others  just  as  some  flowers  have  a 
sweeter  scent  than  others.  The  judge 
scores  the  finer  flavored  honey  slight- 
ly higher  than  that  of  average  flavor. 
The  density  of  the  honey  is  also 
important  since  the  denser  honey  con- 
tains a  little  more  sugar  and,  accord- 
ingly, has  greater  food  value.  If 
honey  is  very  thin  it  may  become 
sour  so  that  it  cannot  be  sold.  The 
judge  places  each  exhibit  for  density 
and  then  grades   accordingly. 

Since  the  buyer  likes  to  select  an 
attractive  article,  the  clarity  of  the 
honey  is  considered  by  the  judge.  The 
bottles  of  honey  are  held  in  front  of 
a  strong  light  and  those  that  are 
sparkling  clear  are  more  nearly  per- 
fect. If  there  are  air  bubbles  or  tiny 
particles  of  wax  scattered  through- 
out the  honey,  a  cloudy  appearance 
results  and  is  penalized  by  the  judge. 
The  honey  that  is  clear  has  no  greater 
food  value,  but  is  given  the  higher 
rating  because  of  its  more  favorable 
appearance. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  honey  is 
given  an  important  position  on  the 
scorecard  of  the  judge.  If  the  bee- 
keeper has  been  careless  and  has  not 
removed  the  small  pieces  of  beeswax 
with  a  strainer  they  will  be  found 
floating  on  top  of  the  honey.  The 
judge  seldom  will  give  a  beekeeper 
of  this  type  any  prize  or  placing  in  an 
exhibit  since  this  defect  is  due  en« 
tirely  to  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  beekeeper.  Fine  air  bubbles  also 
will  collect  on  top  of  honey.  Those  ex- 
hibits which  are  free  from  these  bub- 
bles or  foam  are  placed  high. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  con- 
tainer also  is  given  a  score.  If  the 
bottle  or  pail  is  marred  or  has  honey 
i'pilled  on  the  outside  a  number  of 
points  are  marked  off  on  the  score. 
The  neatness  and  general  appearance 
of  the  label  also  is  taken  into  consid- 
eration. This  is  important  since  honey 
"lust  be   sold   beside   other  products 


STATE  OUTLAWS 
BARBERRIES  AS 
FARM  MENACE 

Planting  and  transportation  of  sev- 
eral species  of  barberry  bushes  is  pro- 
hibited in  Pennsylvania  under  a  quar- 
antine effective  November  1  estab- 
lished by  J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture.  This  drastic  step  was 
taken  to  stem  an  alarming  spread  of 
Black  Stem  Rust  disease. 

The  quarantine  order  applies  only  to 
the  common  barberry  and  those  other 
species  which  harbor  the  Black  Stem 
Rust  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye  and 
many  wild  and  cultivated  grasses. 
Barberries  act  as  host  to  the  disease 
during  one  stage  of  its  development. 

Under  the  order,  agents  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Plant  Industry  are  authorized 
to  destroy  the  outlawed  plants  or 
parts  of  plants  wherever  found  in  the 
State. 

Species  of  the  plant  resistant  to  or 
not  susceptible  to  the  disease  are  ex- 
empt. There  are  31  exempt  species 
listed  in  the  quarantine. 

A  Federal  quarantine  prohibiting 
the  interstate  movement  of  barber- 
ries into  Pennsylvania  was  established 
on  September  1. 


STATE  DOUBLES 
'36  APPLE  CROP 
GOOD  VARIETIES 

Orchards  in  Pennsylvania  produced 
one  and  one-half  bushels  of  apples  for 
each  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
State  this  year,  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  announced 
today. 

The  State's  crop  is  estimated  at  15,- 
912,000  bushels,  compared  with  8,405,- 
000  bushels  last  year,  and  with  a  1931 
to  1935  average  of  11,097,000  bushels. 

Commercial  orchards  in  this  State 
produce  apples  of  the  highest  quality 
for  which  there  is  not  only  a  nation- 
wide, but  a  world-wide  demand. 

Kyle  Alexander,  market  analyst  for 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture, 
points  out  that  there  is  a  preferred 
Pennsylvania  variety  for  every  pur- 
pose and  taste,  whether  for  eating  or 
cooking. 

Named  Chairman 

The  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture is  officially  represented  at  the 
Third  Poultry  Industries  Exposition  in 
New  York  this  week  by  E.  J.  Lawless, 
Jr.,  chief  of  the  Poultry  Division  of 
the  Bureau  of  Markets.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  Egg  Show  Committee. 


which  are  put  up  in  an  attractive  man- 
ner. Ordinarily  the  labels  that  are 
small  and  easily  read  are  favored 
since  a  small  label  shows  the  honey 
to  grreater  advantage. 

In  his  work  the  judge  tries  to  em- 
phasize those  things  which  are  of 
greatest    value    in   the    marketing   of 


FARM  FACTS 

According  to  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  Pennsylvania  is 
one  of  the  six  leading  livestock  States 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and,  in 
value  of  farm  animals,  ranks  four- 
teenth among  the  forty-eight  States. 


Five  principal  species  of  livestock 
(horses,  cattle,  poultry,  sheep  and 
swine)  in  the  United  States  have  a  to- 
tal value  of  $4,835,147,000,  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  reports. 
The  Pennsylvania  value  is  $143,719,- 
000. 


Pennsylvania  apple  growers  sold 
part  of  the  619,471  bushels  of  surplus 
apples  purchased  this  month  by  the 
Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corpora- 
tion in  sixteen  States  to  stimulate  the 
movement  of  the  bumper  crop  through 
normal  market  channels  and  to  mam- 
tain  fair  prices  for  the  grower. 


Butter  factories  in  the  Keystone 
State  manufactured  10,967,000 
pounds  of  creamery  butter  last  year, 
according  to  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 


Pennsylvania  ice  cream  plants  pro- 
duced 33,830,000  gallons  of  ice  cream 
last  year,  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports. 


The  State  Bureau  of  Markets  has 
conducted  twenty  schools  for  the  in- 
struction of  potato  graders  and  inspec- 
tors. More  than  1,000  boys  and  girls 
have  attended  these  schools  and  150 
have  been  licensed. 


BEE  DISEASES 
PREVALENT  HERE 

Disease  was  found  in  more  than  11 
per  cent  of  the  34,427  colonies  of  bees 
inspected  by  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  this  year.  The  inspection 
covered  4,846  apiaries. 

William  Glebe,  chief  apiary  inspec- 
tor of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
warns  the  beekeepers  of  the  State  that 
foul  brood  is  too  widespread  and  is  a 
serious  menace  to  the  careless  bee- 
keeper. The  disease  is  more  prevalent 
here  than  in  many  other  States. 

State  inspectors  burned  1,597  hives 
which  were  condemned  for  various  rea- 
sons. 

They  reported  3,148  colonies  with 
American  Foul  Brood,  677  with  Sac 
Brood,  194  with  European  Foul  Brood, 
and  1,752  with  Cross  Combs  during 
the  1937  inspection  period. 


honey.  The  real  values  of  an  exhibit 
and  the  placing  of  the  exhibits  are 
the  lessons  taught  the  beekeeper  for 
preparing  a  fine  quality  product  for 
market.  The  exhibits  which  place  first 
are  nearly  always  the  samples  of 
honey  which  would  be  placed  at  a 
premium  on  the  general  markets. 
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WIDE  USAGE  OF 
OFFICIAL  HUES 

Producers  and  packers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania farm  products  are  rapidly 
adopting  the  State's  new  official  col- 
ors foi"  graded  farm  products,  J. 
Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, announced  today. 

The  departmental  regulation  estab- 
lishing the  official  colors  became 
effective  last  August,  but  even  prior 
to  that  date  use  of  the  colors  was 
widespread. 

Since  October  22  the  Department 
has  prohibited  the  use  of  the  official 
colors  in  any  way  that  might  deceive 
the  buyer  or  consumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania farm  products.  Persons  and 
concerns  packing  such  products  have 
been  asked  to  use  the  official  colors 
only  when  they  conform  with  the 
grade  of  the  contents. 

The  official  colors  are: 
Blue — first  grade. 
Red — second  grade. 
Green — third  grade. 
Orange — fourth  grade. 

Use  of  the  official  colors  is  urged 
by  the  Department  and  many  agri- 
cultural associations  in  marketing 
graded  farm  products,  including 
vegetables,  fruit,  livestock  products, 
poultry,  eggs,  dairy  products,  nuts, 
mushrooms  and  honey. 

General  use  of  the  official  colors 
will  make  it  possible  for  the  shopper 
to  identify  the  grade  desired  by  the 
color  or  the  container,  label  or  tag. 

Grading  or  color  marking  of  farm 
products  is  not  compulsory  in  this 
State.  Closed  containers  of  potatoes 
and  grapes  must  be  plainly  marked 
with  the  grade  or,  if  ungraded,  they 
must  be  marked  "unclassified." 

FOOD  STORAGE 
TRENDS  CHANGE 

Cold  storage  warehouse  reports 
for  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
show  more  shelled  eggs,  butter,  fish, 
beef  and  mutton  in  storage  in  Penn- 
sylvania than  during  the  preceding 
quarter  but  fewer  eggs-in-shell  and 
less  poultry,  game,  veal  and  pork  in 
storage. 

The  Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemis- 
try of  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture records  show  licensed  ware- 
houses reporting  the  following  stocks 
in  storage  on  June  30  and  on  Sep- 
tember 30: 

June  30  September  30 

k&  in  shell 13,650,591  doz.  10,716,046  doz. 

Eggs  out  of  shell....  6,148,254  lbs.  7.960,611  lbs. 

BuUer   3,225,761  lbs,  4.555,240  lbs. 

Poultry    2,956,159  lbs.  2,425,640  lbs. 

Fish  2,671,007  lbs.  2.997,547  lbs. 

Game    5  lbs.  0  lbs. 

B«ef  2,065,020  lbs.  1,905,697  lbs. 

Veal  68,983  lbs.  84,029  lbs. 

Mutton  295,160  lbs.  401,952  lbs. 

Pork  4,471.044  lbs.  3.370,910  lbs. 
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FARM  SHOW 

ENTRY  DATES 

Entries  for  the  twenty-second  an- 
iiual  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  which 
^'ill  be  held  January  17  to  21,  are 
now  being  received  at  the  Farm  Show 
Jjces  in  Harrisburg,  J.  Hansell 
"ench,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and 
chairman  of  the  State  Farm  Show 
Commission,  announced  today. 

Closing    dates    for    entries    in    the 
various  departments  are  as  follows: 
Dec.    1 — State  project  contests. 
Dec.    4 — Horses,    sheep,   swine,   beef 
,  cattle. 

Dec.    6— Dairy  cattle. 
Dec.  ll—Poultry. 

Dec.  18 — Horseshoe  pitching  and  cul- 
.  tural  arts. 

Jan.  14 — Apiary   products. 
Jan.  1,5 — Milk,    corn,    small    grains, 
potatoes,    tobacco,    eggs, 
home  economics. 


HOW  JUDGES 

PICK  WINNERS 

Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  judges 
will  consider  palatability,  purity  and 
keeping  qualities  in  judging  the 
maple  syrup  entries  in  the  1938 
show  the  week  beginning  January  17, 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  and  Chairman  of  the 
Farm  Show  Commission,  said  today 
in  explaining  how  the  judges  select 
the  prize  winners. 

Maple  syrup  is  a  processed  food 
ready  for  immediate  consumption.  As 
such  its  usefulness  to  the  consumer 
depends  on  its  palatability,  purity, 
and  keeping  qualities. 

In  judging  the  merits  of  any  pack- 
age of  maple  syrup,  the  judge  follows 
closely  the  routine  inspection  gener- 
ally given  to  it  by  the  buyer  of  this 
article  of  food.    He  first  tastes  it. 

Flavor  is  vital  in  maple  syrup.  It 
is  the  result  of  the  combination  of 
maple  sap  and  the  processing  oper- 
ation. Quality  in  the  raw  maple  sap 
varies  with  the  time  of  sap  season  it 
was  drawn  from  the  tree,  its  freedom 
from  impurities  such  as  rain  water 
or  dirt,  and  the  speed  with  which  it 
is  processed  into  syrup.  The  manner 
in  which  this  raw  sap  is  condensed 
may  affect  the  natural  flavors  in  the 
sap.  The  good  judge  is  an  expert  in 
flavor  determination.  He  can  imme- 
diately detect  off  flavor  such  as  that 
coming  from  buddy  sap,  sour  sap,  or 
carmelization  brought  about  by  im- 
proper processing. 

Next  the  judge  checks  on  density. 
He  knows  that  good  syrup,  to  keep 
well,  must  be  of  standard  density; 
otherwise,  it  will  either  sour  or 
crystallize  in  the  container  or  shortly 
after  it  is  opened.  The  standard 
weight  should  not  be  under  or  far 
over  11  pounds  to  the  gallon  when 
the  liquid  is  at  60°  Fahrenheit. 
Slight  overweight  is  not  so  serious 
as  underweight. 

Color  may  be  the  deciding  factor 
used  by  a  judge  in  the  final  placing 
of  syrup  in  competitive  exhibits 
where  the  flavor  and  density  factors 
are  identical.  It  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  the  lightest  colored  pro- 
duct will  have  the  most  delicate 
flavor  and  is  of  superlative  quality, 
all  other  things  being  even. 

Clarity,  freedom  from  sediment, 
and  neatness  of  packaging  also  are 
considered.  Heavy  sediment  or  cloud- 
iness detracts  from  quality  in  the 
judge's  opinion. 


FARM  FACTS 

Seed  of  a  new  variety  imported 
from  another  State  is  the  suspected 
source  of  a  new  potato  disease  which 
damaged  the  crop  in  a  number  of 
Lehigh  County  fields  this  year.  The 
disease  has  never  been  reported  in 
Pennsylvania  before.  The  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  reports  as  high  as  35 
percent  rotting  of  the  infected  tubers. 


Japanese  beetles  were  found  by 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture agents  this  year  in  four  Penn- 
sylvania cities  not  in  the  quarantine 
area.  Traps  captured  149  beetles  in 
Erie,  129  in  Warren,  4  in  Oil  City 
and  11  in  Sharon. 


Pennsylvania  is  the  ice  cream  capi- 
tal of  the  United  States,  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  re- 
vealed today. 

With  a  production  last  year  of 
33,830,000  gallons  of  ice  cream  in 
commercial  plants  the  Keystone  State 
led  the  forty-eight  States.  New  York 
State  was  second  with  31,906,000  gal- 
lons and  Ohio  was  third  with  16,784,- 
000  gallons.  The  total  for  the  nation 
was  248,812,000  gallons  in  4,441 
factories. 


Pennsylvania's  1937  honey  crop  will 
be  between  40  and  50  percent  of  the 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years, 
William  M.  Glebe,  apiculturist  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  pre- 
dicts. Heavy  rains  during  the  periods 
when  the  nectar  flow  was  heaviest 
are  blamed. 


During  the  five  months  beginning 
in  April  of  this  year  the  production 
of  eggs  per  hen  in  the  United  States 
was  the  highest  on  record  so  the 
Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Cor- 
poration is  buying  storage  and  fresh 
shell  eggs  in  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  to  relieve  the  present  market 
and  prevent  the  further  reduction  of 
farm  flocks  and  resultant  excessively 
high  egg  prices  next  year.  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  re- 
ports that  on  September  30  there 
were  10,716,046  dozens  of  eggs  in 
cold  storage  in  Pennsylvania  com- 
pared with  1,839,055  dozens  on  March 
31.  This  State's  surplus  was,  how- 
ever, reduced  by  2,933,980  dozens 
from  June  30  to  September  30. 


Jan.  16 — Baby    chicks,    dressed    tur- 
keys. 
Jan.  17 — Apples,    edible    nuts,    vege- 
tables,    maple     syrup     and 
maple  sugar,  wool. 

Space  for  commercial  exhibitors  has 
all  been  contracted  for  and  entry 
blanks  in  the  twenty-five  competitive 
departments  are  pouring  in  unusually 
early. 

Reports  from  more  than  thirty 
State  agricultural  associations,  which 
are  planning  to  hold  their  annual  con- 
ventions in  Harrisburg  during  Farm 
Show  week,  indicate  that  all  previous 
attendance  records  will  be  broken  if 
weather  conditions  are  favorable. 

In  discussing  the  coming  show, 
Secretary  French  said  today: 

"The  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  is 
the  largest  indoor  farm  products  show 
in  the  United  States  and  occupies  the 
largest  building  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  Housed  in  a  ten-acre  building 
the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  upholds 
the  agricultural  position  and  reputa- 
tion of  this  great  Commonwealth. 
Having  pioneered  in  the  colonial  de- 
velopment of  farming  in  America  as 
well  as  in  modern  scientific  agricul- 
ture, it  was  inevitable  that  Pennsyl- 
vania should  pioneer  in  the  develop- 
ment of  an  agricultural  exposition  on 
such  a  large  scale. 

"The  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  is 


more  than  just  a  State  Fair.  It  has 
the  spirit  of  a  community  farm  show 
with  the  character  of  a  gigantic 
State  exposition.  It  is  an  agricultural 
institution  that  stands  alone  in  the 
world.  As  many  as  402,000  persons 
have  passed  through  its  gates  in  a 
single  week  without  charge.  Entries 
in  the  twenty-five  departments  have 
attained  the  astonishing  total  of 
10,656.  The  1938  Show  will  offer 
7,808  cash  awards  totalling  $40,672.75. 
Annually  325  commercial  exhibitors 
buy  space  on  the  main  floor  of  the 
Farm  Show  Building  and  hundreds 
of  commercial  exhibitors  are  turned 
away  because  of  lack  of  space. 

"The  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  fits 
admirably  into  the  Statewide  program 
to  encourage  the  production  of  high- 
quality  farm  products  and  live-stock. 
It  has  become  an  inspiration  not  only 
to  the  producers  but  to  all  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Hundreds  of 
county  and  community  fairs  and  farm 
products  shows  are  held  in  Pennsyl- 
vania each  year  throughout  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  months.  Many  of  the 
blue  ribbon  winners  from  these  ex- 
hibitions are  entered  in  the  State 
Show.  The  Show  also  serves  in  a 
comprehensive  manner  as  a  place 
where  the  farmers  may  see  the  latest 
in  mechanical  development  for  use  on 
the  farm  and  in  the  home." 
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HOW  TO  PICK 
SHOW  WINNERS. 

Selecting  prize-winning  draft  horses 
from  among  the  scores  of  valuable 
specimens  being  entered  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show  next  January 
will  be  one  of  the  more  difficult  tasks 
of  the  judges,  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  and  chairman  of 
the  State  Farm  Show  Commission, 
said  today  in  another  of  his  series  of 
articles  explaining   judging   methods. 

Judging  is  not  only  the  placing  of 
awards  in  the  show  ring,  but  it  is  also 
the  establishing  of  ideals  and  stand- 
ards. It  is  the  balancing  of  merits  and 
deficiencies  of  one  individual  against 
that  of  another,  say  livestock  special- 
ists of  the  School  of  Agriculture  at 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

In  judging  a  class  of  horses  most 
judges  make  the  first  observation  from 
a  short  distance  away,  getting  a  per- 
spective view  of  size,  weight,  drafti- 
ness,  balance,  feet  and  legs,  and  qual- 
ity. Following  this,  a  close  examina- 
tion is  made.  Different  judges  may 
vary  somewhat  in  making  an  exam- 
ination of  a  horse. 

A  logical  system  of  examination  be- 
gins with  a  view  of  the  horse  from  in 
front,  noting  disposition,  all  features 
of  the  head,  the  width  and  depth  of 
chest,  and  conformation  of  forelegs 
and  feet.  The  head  should  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  body,  of  lean  and  clean- 
cut  features  that  indicate  vigor  and 
intelligence. 

The  horse  is  next  viewed  from  the 
side,  noting  the  levelness  of  top  line 
and  underline,  the  length  of  compact- 
ness, depth  of  body,  slope  of  shoulder, 
level  croup,  and  well-muscled  quarters. 
Strong  hocks  are  wide  from  front  to 
rear,  and  deep.  Meatiness  or  fullness 
is  not  desirable.  Good  hocks  are  usu- 
ally supported  with  clean  cannon 
bones  with  tendons  set  well  back.  The 
feet  of  a  draft  horse  are  examined 
closely.  They  should  be  large  and 
round  with  a  good  width  at  the  heel. 
The  pasterns  in  draft  horses  should 
be  sloping  (45°)  to  afford  more  flex- 
ibility and  reduce  concussion  in  the 
foot  which  might  lead  to  unsoundness. 

Action  is  an  important  part  of  draft 
horse  judging,  and  is  observed  as  the 
horse  moves  away  from  and  toward 
the  judge.  A  good  walk  is  shown  by  a 
long,  smooth  stride  with  the  feet  be- 
ing picked  up  with  snap  and  carried 
forward  in  a  straight  line.  While  a 
draft  horse  usually  functions  at  a 
walk,  action  at  the  trot  is  important. 
The  action  at  the  trot  shows  a  good 
flexibility  of  the  joints,  length,  true- 
ness,  and  smoothness  that  is  most  effi- 
cient. There  must  be  no  wasted  action, 
such  as  "paddling"  the  forelegs  out- 
ward. Other  ways  of  going  that  make 
for  inefficiency  are  "interfering," 
"rolling,"  "rope  walking,"  and  "daisy 
cutting." 

Draft  horses  are  judged  by  breeds. 
Breed  type  is  considered  and  has  ref- 
erence to  those  characteristics  that 
distinguish  one  breed  from  another, 
such  as  color,  "feather"  on  legs,  shape, 
size,  actions,  etc.  One  horse  is  superior 
to  another  horse  in  breed  type  when 
"e  is  more  distinctly  correct  in  those 
characteristics  that  are  peculiar  to  the 
breed. 


BREAK  RECORD 

By  making  10,402  blood  tests  for 
pang  disease  during  the  last  week 
ii  October  the  Summerdale  laboratory 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, broke  all  records. 


FARM  INCOME 

GAINS  AGAIN 

Bumper  crops  and  fair  prices  in- 
creased the  cash  income  of  Pennsyl- 
vania farmers  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year  eighteen  percent 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  1936. 

Receipts  from  the  sale  of  Principal 
farm  products  from  January  1  to  Sep- 
tember 30  totaled  $196,817,000,  com- 
pared with  $166,164,000  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  last  year  and 
with  $109,960,000  during  the  same 
period  of  1933. 

The  receipts  from  field  crops  up  to 
September  30  of  this  year  totaled 
$52,847,000  and  from  livestock  and 
livestock  products  $143,970,000. 

Pennsylvania  ranked  eleventh 
among  the  forty-eight  States  in  farm 
receipts  during  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  the  current  year. 

September  receipts  in  the  State 
were  $25,734,000.  They  were  $22,112,- 
000  last  year  and  $16,100,000  in  1933. 

Pennsylvania  farmers  received 
$1,512,000  from  the  Federal  govern- 
ment in  agricultural  conservation  pay- 
ments during  the  first  nine  months  of 
this  year. 


CHRISTMAS  TREES 

Live  or  tubbed  Christmas  trees  sold 
or  transported  in  Pennsylvania  must 
be  State  inspected  for  plant  diseases 
and  insect  pests. 

Every  shipment  must  bear  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  State  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  showing  that  it  has 
been  inspected.  Violations  are  punish- 
able by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

These  safeguards  are  required  by 
the  State  Plant  Pest  Act  for  the  con- 
trol of  plant  diseases  and  destructive 
insects. 

All  those  handling  tubbed  trees  must 
be  certified  as  a  dealer  by  this  De- 
partment. 


INVESTIGATE 

J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture, and  President  Ralph  D. 
Hetzel,  of  State  College,  will  investi- 
gate each  other  in  December. 

While  exchanging  confidences  at 
State  College  they  discovered  that 
there  was  much  each  did  not  know 
about  the  work  of  the  other  in  the 
agricultural  field  and  that  a  little 
knowledge  on  the  subject  would  not 
be  a  dangerous  thing. 

So  on  December  9  State  College  will 
send  a  group  from  the  Experiment 
Station,  School  of  Agriculture  and 
Agricultural  Extension  Service  to 
Harrisburg  to  study  the  law-enforce- 
ment work  of  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  on  December  16 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
will  send  a  group  from  its  personnel 
to  State  College  to  study  the  educa- 
tional and  research  work  at  that  in- 
stitution. 


FARM  FACTS 

Allegheny  County  is  again  leading 
the  other  sixty-six  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  number  of  dog  licenses  is- 
sued, Fred  Walzer,  chief  of  the  Dog 
Law  Enforcement  Division  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  re- 
ports. Up  to  October  1  there  had  been 
37,522  licenses  for  1937  issued  in  Alle- 
gheny. Westmoreland  County  is  sec- 
ond with  24,289  and  Lancaster  County 
is  third  with  21,500. 


Vigorous  enforcement  of  the  State 
dog  laws  this  year  has  so  decimated 
the  stray  dog  population  of  Pennsyl- 
vania that  damage  claims  for  live- 
stock destroyed  by  uncontrolled  dogs 
are  running  $6,000  behind  last  year, 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, disclosed  today. 


Vegetable  growing  has  become  a 
major  agricultural  industry  in  the 
United  States  and  now  stands  second 
to  dairy  products  in  gross  income, 
according  to  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture.  Averaging  an 
annual  gross  income  of  nearly  $750,- 
000,000,  vegetable  production  now  pro- 
duces more  gross  income  than  cotton, 
grain,  tobacco,  sugar,  fruit,  nuts  and 
livestock. 


There    are    2,500,000    hired    farm 
laborers  on  American  farms,  accord- 
ing to  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Hired  farm  laborers  vn-^eM;u»«»i 
sylvania  number  32,840. 


A  Federal  survey  of  the  farm  labor 
situation  reveals  that  whereas  farm 
income  available  for  living  increased 
almost  200  percent  during  the  last  five 
years,  farm  wage  rates  increased  less 
than  50  percent  in  the  United  States. 


Farm  crop  production  in  the  United 
States  this  year  is  only  6  percent  be- 
low the  all-time  peak  reached  in  1920. 
Production  per  capita  this  year  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  preceding  four  years 
but  is  much  less  than  that  during  the 
1920's. 


FARM  PROGRESS 

Modern  Pennsylvania  farmers,  who, 
according  to  J.  Hansell  French,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  are  ready  to 
accept  new  developments  in  farming 
and  marketing  methods,  stand  in  vivid 
contrast  to: 

Those  New  Jersey  farmers  who  in 
1797  rejected  the  first  successful  cast- 
iron  plow  because  they  feared  cast 
iron  would  poison  the  land  and  stimu- 
late weed  growth. 

Those  English  farmers  who  threat- 
ened with  violence  Jethro  Tull  when 
he  introduced  the  drilling  machine  to 
replace  the  sowing  of  grain  by  hand. 

Amos  Bronson  Alcott,  who  would 
not  allow  his  land  to  be  manured  be- 
cause he  considered  it  "a  base  and  cor- 
rupting mode  of  forcing  Nature." 

The  farm  workers  who  destroyed 
the  first  threshing  machines  built  in 
England  in  1830. 

The  small  town  bankers  who  re- 
fused to  lend  farmers  money  to  buy 
the  first  tractors  on  the  g^rounds  that 
where  successfully  used  they  would 
allow  the  farmer  too  much  leisure 
time. 


Pennsylvania  Farm  Show— Harrisburg— January  17-21,  1938 
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FRENCH  GETS 
MORE  MONEY 
FOR  FARMERS 

An  additional  federal  allotment  of 
$100,000  for  indemnities  for  Pennsyl- 
vania cattle  condemned  for  Bang's 
disease  was  obtained  today  by  J.  Han- 
sell  French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
This  brings  the  State's  allotment  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  up  to  $527,500. 

Secretary  French  went  to  the  United 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
more  funds  when  the  curtailment  of 
the  federal  eradication  work  was 
threatened  because  of  lack  of  money. 

The  new  allotment  will  pay  indem- 
nities on  approximately  3,300  cattle 
and  permit  placing  approximately 
50,000  additional  dairy  cattle  under 
supervision.  There  are  384,877  cattle 
under  federal  supervision. 

Federal  indemnities  have  been 
averaii?ing  $30.24  per  head  and  infec- 
tion has  been  averaging  7^^  percent 
of  all  cattle  tested. 

There  is  sufficient  money  remaining 
of  the  original  allotment  of  $427,500 
to  keep  the  384,877  tested  cattle  under 
supervision  until  the  end  of  this  fiscal 
year,  June  30,  1938.  Retests  must  be 
made  periodically  after  cattle  con- 
demned on  the  first  test  have  been  re- 
moved and  slaughtered. 

At  the  1937  session  of  the  State 
Legislature  Secretary  French  ob- 
tained $1,200,000  for  the  payment  of 
State  Bang's  disease  and  bovine  tuber- 
culosis indemnities.  Of  this  sum  ap- 
proximately $750,000  will  be  paid  out 
in  Bang's  disease  indemnities  during 
tiie  two-year  period. 

1937    Crop 

Production  High 

Production  of  fifteen  principal 
crops  in  the  United  States  this  year 
exceeded  the  1936  production  and  in 
the  case  of  ten  of  these  crops  the  1937 
production  exceeded  the  five-year  aver- 
age from  1928  to  1932,  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  reports. 

The  following  table  shows  produc- 
tion in  1937  by  crops  as  a  percentage 
of  1936  and  the  five-year  averages : 

Percentage  Percentage 
of     of  1928-32 
Crop  1936     average 

Corn    173.4  103.8 

Winter  wheat 132.6  110.4 

Durum  wheat 346.6  52.8 

Other  spring  wheat  171.7  90.8 

All  wheat 141.6  102.6 

Oats    146.0  94.8 

Barley 157.9  82.8 

Rye   203.0  135.7 

Buckwheat 109.4  82.2 

Potatoes   118.7  105.3 

Tobacco 128.8  104.1 

Tame  hay 117.8  106.3 

Apples 179.7  128.4 

Peaches 125.1  104.1 

Pears 111.8  123.9 

Grapes    142.6  123.4 


THANKS! 


Prior  to  last  Thanksgiving  season 
Governor  George  H.  Earle  received  a 
'fitter  from  an  aged  resident  of  Erie, 
«ho  complained  that  "decayed  poul- 
|iy"  had  been  sold  freely  in  Erie  mar- 
■f^'ts  for  a  number  of  years  and  peti- 
tioned the  Governor  to  stop  the  prac- 
tice. J.  Hansen  French,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  ordered  a  sweeping  clean- 
up of  the  poultry  markets. 

Today  Governor  Earle  received  the 
following  letter  from  the  same  cor- 
fespondent: 

"Governor  Earle.  Your  honor. 
I^nanks  to  you,  decayed  poultry  was 
"ot  freely  sold  last  year  in  Erie.  You 
^re  doing  and  have  done  more  for  us 
wan  any  Governor  Pennsylvania  ever 
^^^-  Good  luck  and  good  health." 


HOW  TO  PICK 
SHOW  WINNERS 

Quality,  artistic  arrangement  and 
variety  are  factors  which  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show  judges  will  consider 
in  selecting  winning  entries  in  the 
faiTii  vegetable  displays,  J.  Hansell 
French,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and 
Chairman  of  the  Farm  Show  Com- 
mittee explained  today.  The  Show  will 
be  held  in  Harrisburg  from  January 
17  to  21. 

The  number  of  classes  of  vegetables 
to  be  judged  at  a  January  vegetable 
show  is  necessarily  fewer  than  at  a 
show  during  the  growing  season.  Only 
vegetables  that  can  be  held  over  con- 
veniently in  either  common  or  cold 
storage  are  available,  except  in  the 
case  of  greenhouse  products  and 
mushrooms. 

The  premium  list  requires  that  veg- 
etables be  exhibited  in  commercial 
packages  except  pumpkins,  squash, 
and  collection  displays.  They  are  usu- 
ally entered  in  one-half  bushel  or 
bushel  baskets.  The  shape  is  not  desig- 
nated since  several  types  are  used  in 
different  sections  of  the  State. 

In  the  farm  collection  displays  the 
products  must  be  raised  and  arranged 
by  the  exhibitor,  and  in  judging  these 
displays  the  chief  considerations  are 
quality,  artistic  arrangement,  and  va- 
riety in  the  order  named. 

In  the  commercial  packages  the 
judge  considers  quality,  grading,  and 
arrangement  in  the  package. 

By  quality  is  meant  edible  condi- 
tion, stage  of  maturity,  freedom  from 
disease  and  insect  injury. 

By  grading  is  meant  uniformity  in 
size,  color,  and  shape  of  specimens. 

By  arrangement  is  meant  the  plac- 
ing of  specimens  in  the  package  and 
facing  the  package. 


FARM  FACTS 

Erie  and  Allegheny  Counties  are 
the  only  two  Pennsylvania  counties 
among  the  one  hundred  leading  grape- 
producing  counties  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Erie  County 
ranks  fifteenth  in  number  of  grape- 
vines of  all  ages  and  in  number  of 
grapevines  of  bearing  age  and  eigh- 
teenth in  production.  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty ranks  ninety-fifth  in  number  of 
grapevines  of  all  ages,  ninety-sixth  in 
number  of  grapevines  of  bearing  age 
and  seventy-ninth  in  production.  Erie 
County  has  advanced  its  production 
rank  two  places  since  1929  and  Alle- 
gheny County  was  not  among  the  first 
hundred  counties  in  1929. 


Pennsylvania's  tobacco  fields  this 
year  ranked  first  in  the  production  of 
cigar  leaf  tobacco,  fifth  in  yield  per 
acre  and  seventh  in  total  production 
of  all  types  of  tobacco,  according  to 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture's 
Crop  Reporting  Service.  The  State's 
average  yield  was  1,203  pounds  per 
acre  and  the  estimated  production  was 
28,510,000  pounds. 


Lightning  kills  approximately  2,000 
persons  each  year  in  the  United  States. 
Ninety  percent  of  these  casualties  oc- 
cur on  farms  and  in  towns  and  vil- 
lages of  2,500  population  or  less. 


Demand  Doubled 
For  Graded  Pa. 
Farm  Products 

Market  demands  this  year  for 
graded  Pennsylvania  farm  products 
are  double  what  they  were  in  1936, 
J.  Hansell  French,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, disclosed  today. 

Inspectors  of  the  State  Bureau  of 
Markets  up  to  November  1  certified 
2,914  carloads  of  1937  apples,  peaches. 


BELL  RE-ELECTED 

R.  H.  Bell,  director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  was  re- 
elected to  the  National  Plant  Board 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  eastern  plant 
quarantine  officials  held  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  is  one  of  two  eastern  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Board.  K.  W.  Lauer, 
a  pathologist  in  the  bureau,  also  at- 
tended the  meeting.  The  board  is  seek- 
ing uniform  State  laws  and  methods 
for  plant  pest  control. 

grapes  and  potatoes  for  grade  and 
quality,  compared  with  1,428  carloads 
during  the  same  period  last  year. 

Growers  and  shippers  support  this 
State  service  by  a  fee  system.  The  in- 
spectors are  under  federal-state  su- 
pervision, but  are  paid  by  the  grow- 
ers and  shippers. 

Graded  products  from  Pennsylvania 
farms  often  bring  the  highest  prices 
on  the  big  eastern  markets. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CONTEST 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  NOVEMBER  1* 


State  Rank 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm Michigan 1 

W.  H.  Kaltreider Pennsylvania   2 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania 3 

J.  J.  Warren Massachusetts    4 

Lindstrom  Hatchery   Missouri    5 

George  M.  Anthony Pennsylvania   6 

Creighton  Brothers   Indiana    7 

Bryan  J.  Snell Pennsylvania   8 

R.  H.  Barteaux Pennsylvania 9 

E.  B.  Parmenter Massachusetts    10 

*E.  B.  Parmenter's  pen  and  J.  J.  Warren's  pen  are  Rhode  Island  Red.  All 
others  are  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns. 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  FOR  OCTOBER,  19341937 


Percent 
Month  Production 

October,  1937 51.88 

October,  1936 60.00 

October,  1935 65.65 

October,  1934 63.65 


Points 

Eggs 

to 

to 

Date 

Date 

290.15 

314 

288.75 

303 

283.45 

291 

283.40 

288 

281.50 

283 

274.00 

315 

270.85 

290 

269.45 

801 

267.85 

297 

267.35 

280 

Average 

Points 

Per  Bird 

Average 

Eggs 
Per  Bird 

Average 
Egg  Weight 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 

14.58 

16.08 

22.1 

16.74 

18.60 

22.0 

18.57 

20.35 

22.2 

17.88 

19.73 

22.1 

//  V.' 
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MERTZ  HEADS 
FARM  SECURITY 

Pennsylvania  administrative  offices 
of  the  Rural  Resettlement,  Rural  Re- 
habilitation and  Farm  Debt  Adjust- 
ment Administration  have  been  con- 
jolidated  under  the  newly  created  Fed- 
eral Farm  Security  Administration 
under  the  directorship  of  Carson 
Mertz,  of  Somerset  County.  The  State 
headquarters  are  in  the  State  Thea- 
ter Building,  Harrisburg. 

The  director  is  a  prominent  Som- 
erset County  farmer.  He  is  manager 
of  the  450-acre  Mary  Polly  Weaver 
dairy  farm  near  Windber,  president 
of  the    Somerset    County    Producers 
Association,    a    director   of    the    Na- 
tional Farm  Council  of  America,  a 
iiigctor  of  the  Somerset  County  Agri- 
^Eltural  Extension  Association,  vice- 
president    of    the    Somerset    County 
Potato   Growers   Association,   one   of 
the  founders  of  the  Pennsylvania  Co- 
operative Potato  Growers  Association 
jmd  a  fonner  State  milk  inspector. 
|.    Farm  Security  district  supervisors 
are:  Cecil  C.   Moyer,  Meadville,  for 
Erie,   Crawford   and   Warren   Coun- 
ties;   Johiji   A*    Noel,    Franklin,    for 
Mercer,  Venango,  Forest  and  Clarion 
<>)unties;    David   E.   Service,   Butler, 
fyr  Lawrence,    BeaverjB.utler,    and 
Ann^^KQ|»»^''^ttftBgg>      w  illiam     E. 
^ank,      ClearjReld,      for      Jefferson, 
Clearfield,  Elk,  Cambria  and  Indiana 
Counties;   John  X.   Miller,  Washing- 
ton, Pa.,  for  Allegheny,  Washington 
ind  Greene  Counties;  Clair  E.  George, 
Greensburg,    for   Westmoreland    and 
Fayette  Counties;  J.  Jacob  Clessner, 
|,  Bedford,  for  Somerset,  Bedford  and 
Fulton    Counties;     Barton    E.    Low, 
Huntingdon,  for  Centre,   Mifflin,  Ju- 
niata,  Blair   and   Huntingdon    Coun- 
ties; B.  W.  Sherbume,  Carlisle,  for 
Peny,    Ciimberland,     Franklin     and 
Dauphin   Counties;   Clarence  A.   My- 
ers, York,  for  Adams  and  York  Coun- 
ties;  William   H.   Wilson,   Lancaster, 
for  Lebanon  and  Lancaster  Counties; 
Carl    Ifverson,    Reading,    for    Berks 
and   Schuylkill    Counties;    S.    Walter 
Stearly,  Norristown,  for  Montgomery, 
Chester  and  Delaware  Counties;  Ed- 
ward S.  Angle,  Allentown,  for  North- 
ami)ton,  Bucks  and  Lehigh  Counties; 
John    C.     Cuthbertson,    Stroudsburg, 
for  Wayne,    Lackawanna,    Pike,    Lu- 
zerne, Monroe  and  Carbon  Counties; 
Russell   K.   Brookhart,  Towanda,  for 
Bradford,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming  and 
Sullivan  Counties;  Bruce  W.  Dildine, 
Williamsport,    for     McKean,    Potter, 
Tioga,   Lycoming,   Clinton   and   Cam- 
eron Counties;  J.  Brady  Smith,  Lew- 
isburg,  for  Montour,  Columbia,  Sny- 
der,   Northumberland    and    Union 
Counties. 

Home  management  supervisors  are : 
Miss  Florence  C.  Ammon,  Butler,  for 
tiie  northwestern  counties;  Miss 
Evelyn  W.  Frankland,  Greensburg, 
for  the  southwestern  counties;  Miss 
Kathleen  Ullery,  Huntingdon,  for  the 
central  counties;  Miss  Lilian  C.  W. 
Baker,  Reading,  for  the  southeastern 
counties;  Miss  Kathryn  A.  Mills, 
Stroudsburg,  for  the  northeastern 
counties  and  Miss  Margaret  E.  Bor- 
land, Williamsport,  for  the  north- 
central  counties. 


MORE  LIVESTOCK 
AT  FARM  SHOW 

I^ivestock  entries  for  the  1938  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show,  January  17  to 
21,  exceed  those  of  the  1937  Show  by 
^^3  animals  and  in  some  instances 
l^aye  established  new  records,  M.  J. 
Clinics,   director,   reported   today. 

Dairy  cattle  entries  exceed  the  sta- 
''linK  facilities  by  seventy-nine  ani- 
•^^als,  but  twenty  entries  were  tardy, 
t^venty-six  withdrawn  and  it  is  ex- 
pected  that  the   522   entries   will  be 


MANY  TESTS  IN 
JUDGING  MILK 
AT  FARM  SHOW 

Five  main  points  will  be  considered 
by  the  judges  in  selecting  the  prize- 
winning  entries  of  milk  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Farm  Show,  January  17  to 
21,  according  to  J.  Hansell  French, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  chair- 
man of  the  Farm  Show  Commission. 
These  points  are  the  number  of  bac- 
teria per  cubic  centimeter,  the  flavor 
and  odor  of  the  milk,  the  amount  of 
sediment,  the  temperature  of  the  milk 
at  the  time  it  w^as  received  to  be 
judged  or  the  per  cent  of  acidity  the 
sample  contains,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  bottle  and  cap. 

The  butterfat  and  solids  not  fat 
content  of  each  sample  is  determined 
to  see  if  legal  requirements  have  been 
met.  Pennsylvania  requirements  are  a 
minimum  of  3.25  per  cent  butterfat 
and  8.75  per  cent  solids  not  fat. 

In  milk  contests  three  or  four  pint 
bottles  of  milk  are  required.  Either 
one  or  two  bottles  are  used  for  dis- 
play purposes  and  the  other  bottles 
are  used  for  judging  purposes. 

In  the  first  place  one  bottle  is  used 
to  determine  the  bacteria  count.  This 
test  is  a  quantitative  test  and  is 
known  as  the  Standard  Plate  Count. 
The  glassware  and  supplies  have  re- 
ceived sterile  treatment  prior  to  their 
use.  After  the  sample  has  been  mixed, 
one  cubic  centimeter  of  milk  is  placed 
in  99  cubic  centimeters  of  sterile 
water.  The  water  and  milk  are  mixed 
and  then  one  cubic  centimeter  is  put 
into  each  of  two  petri  dishes.  Ten  to 
fifteen  cubic  centimeters  of  agar  is 
poured  into  each  plate.  The  agar  and 
the  milk-water  dilution  are  thorough- 
ly mixed  and  then  the  plates  are  put 
into  an  incubator  at  37  "C.  for  48 
hours.  Then  the  plates  are  taken  out 
and  the  number  of  colonies  counted. 
The  number  of  colonies  times  100,  be- 
cause the  milk  was  diluted  that  num- 
ber of  times,  gives  the  bacteria  count 
per  cubic  centimeter  of  milk. 

Then  the  bottle  of  milk  is  warmed 
up  to  about  80°  to  90°  F.  and  odors 
noticed  by  smelling  and  the  flavor  is 
discovered  by  testing. 

The  other  bottle  of  milk  is  first 
tested  for  butterfat;  then  a  lactom- 
eter is  used  to  determine  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  milk  so  that  the  solids 
not  fat  and  the  total  solids  may  be 
calculated.  Next  the  bottle  of  milk 
has  the  sediment  test  applied  to  it  to 
determine  the  amount  of  dirt  in  the 
milk. 

The  temperature  or  acidity  is  de- 
termined by  a  thermometer  or  an  acid 
test. 

Last  the  bottle  is  looked  at  for  col- 
or, chips,  dirt,  and  fullness  of  bottle 
and  the  cap  as  to  how  it  seats,  kind 
of  cap  and  how  it  protects  the  pour- 
ing lip. 

The  scores  are  then  put  into  nu- 
merical order  and  the  contestant's 
rank  may  then  be  determined. 

Each  one  of  the  above  points  has 
been  weighed  and  as  the  judging  pro- 
ceeds each  item  is  considered  sepa- 
rately. Then  at  the  completion  of  the 
judging  the  scores  of  the  various 
items  are  added  and  a  numerical  score 
given  that  sample  of  milk. 

further  reduced  before  the  show  by 
disqualifications  on  the  health  test. 

More  beef  cattle,  horses  and  swine 
have  been  entered.  In  these  depart- 
ments 99  horses,  492  sheep,  204  beef 
cattle  and  176  swine  are  listed  for 
the  show. 

Dairy  cattle  entries  by  breeds  are: 
Guernsey,  150;  Holstein,  13S;  Jersey, 
81;  Ayrshire,  67;  Brown  Swiss,  40. 
Of  the  total  of  476  animals  84  are  in 
the  4-H  Club  classes. 

Boys  and  girls  have  entered  26 
swine  in  the  vocational  classes  and 
168  sheep  and  100  beef  cattle  in  the 
4-H  Club  classes. 


FARM  FACTS 

"Where  you  find  muddy  water  you 
find  soil  erosion,"  declares  Major  S. 
M.  Wass,  director  of  the  State  Sqil 
Conservation  Board.  This  soil  loss  is 
best  reduced  by  strip-cropping  with 
alternating  strips  of  clean-cultivated 
and  close-growing  crops. 


E.  J.  Lawless,  Jr.,  chief  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Poultry  Inspection,  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture,  has 
been  named  a  member  of  the  Industry 
Committee  for  the  Seventh  World's 
Poultry  Congress  and  Exposition  to 
be  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1939. 


Hershey  Industrial  School  Farms, 
Hershey,  reported  the  highest  potato 
yield  in  Pennsylvania  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  L.  T.  Denniston,  director 
of  potato  promotion  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  The  yield 
was  640.3  bushels  to  the  acre. 


Secretary  J.  Hansell  French,  Dep- 
uty Secretary  Harry  M.  Turrell  and 
the  employes  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture at  their  annual  Christmas  party 
ate  an  All-Pennsylvania  dinner  of 
roast  pig  fed  on  Pennsylvania  corn, 
Blue  Label  Pennsylvania  potatoes, 
sauerkraut  from  Pennsylvania  cab- 
bage, Pennsylvania  grown  celery, 
Pennsylvania  apples  and  an  assort- 
ment of  dairy  products  from  Penn- 
sylvania dairy  farms. 


The  milk  goat  is  becoming  recog- 
nized in  the  United  States  as  a  handy 
pocket  edition  of  the  cow  that  will 
thrive  where  it  is  not  practical  to 
keep  a  cow,  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  claims. 


Placing  furniture  and  other  articles 
out  of  doors  for  several  hours  in  sub- 
zero weather  will  destroy  moths  in 
every  stage  of  their  development,  ac- 
cording to  the  State  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry. 


PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 

Members  of  Agricultural  Conser- 
vation Committees  in  Pennsylvania 
recently  received  letters  from  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  in  which  he  stated  his 
views  as  to  the  objectives  of  new 
farm  legislation.  His  letter,  in  part, 
follows : 

"New  national  farm  legislation 
should  safeguard  farmers'  incomes  as 
well  as  their  soil  fertility.  It  should 
provide  for  storage  of  reserve  food 
supplies  in  an  ever-normal  granary, 
so  that  if  severe  and  widespread 
drought  recurs  consumers  will  be  as- 
sured of  more  adequate  supplies  with 
less  drastic  increases  in  prices  than 
would  otherwise  be  the  case.  It  should 
provide  for  control  of  surpluses  when 
and  as  necessary,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  should  preserve  the  export 
markets  that  still  are  open  to  our 
farmers.  It  should  protect  both  farm- 
ers and  consumers  against  extreme 
ups  and  downs  in  prices  of  farm 
products.  It  should  be  financed  by 
sound  fiscal  methods.  Local  adminis- 
tration should  be  kept  in  the  farmers' 
hands." 


GOOD  POTATOES 

Pennsylvania  potatoes  are  rich  in' 
protein,  phosphorus,  iron  and  calci- 
um and  contain  the  valuable  Vitamins 
A  and  B  and,  when  baked,  Vitamin 
C,  according  to  prominent  scientists. 
Leading  health  authorities  agree  that 
the  potato  is  not  only  an  excellent 
food,  but  an  important  remedy  for 
certain  human  ills. 
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